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QUESTION   

Please provide information about Wyoming’s opioid settlement funds and how the funds are spent. 

 

SHORT ANSWER  

As of June 6, 2024, nearly $15 million in opioid settlement funds have been distributed to 

Wyoming.  Of this total, approximately 35 percent of funds were paid to the State (Statewide 

Share) and 65 percent distributed to 33 local governments (Localized Share).  The Statewide share 

is distributed to the Wyoming Department of Health, while the Localized Share is paid directly to 

each of the participating local governments according to an allocation formula.  Both the 

Department of Health and local governments are required to report settlement funds received and 

expended in each calendar year. 

 

The Wyoming Department of Health reported the Department received a total of $4,381,572 and 

expended a total of $63,477 in CY 2023.  Local governments reported receiving a total of 

$7,602,400 and expending a total of $422,395 in CY 2023.  

 

D ISCUSSION  

 

NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENTS1 

In 2021, nationwide settlements were reached to resolve all opioids litigation brought by states and 

local political subdivisions against manufacturer Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. and its parent 

company Johnson & Johnson (collectively “J&J”) and the three largest pharmaceutical 

distributors, McKesson, Cardinal Health, and AmerisourceBergen (“Distributors”).  Under the 

national settlements, J&J will pay  up to $5 billion over no more than nine years and the 

Distributors will pay up to $21 billion over 18 years to participating states and local governments.  

 
1 Executive Summary of National Opioid Settlements (updated 5/6/2024), 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/executive-summary/. 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/executive-summary/
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Payments under the Distributor settlement began in May 2022.  Payments under the J&J settlement 

began in October 2022.2  

 

In late 2022, nationwide settlement agreements were announced with two additional 

manufacturers, Allergan and Teva, and three pharmacy chains, CVS, Walgreens, and Walmart. 

The first payments under the 2022 agreements were made in January 2024. The process by which 

participating local governments will receive funding is being finalized.  Assuming maximum 

participation by local governments, the 2022 settlements require the following payments to states 

and participating local governments: 

• Teva to pay up to $3.34 billion over 13 years and to provide either $1.2 billion of its generic 

version of the drug Narcan over 10 years or $240 million of cash in lieu of product, as each 

state may elect; 

• Allergan to pay up to $2.02 billion over 7 years; 

• CVS to pay up to $4.90 billion over 10 years; 

• Walgreens to pay up to $5.52 billion over 15 years; 

• Walmart to pay up to $2.74 billion in 2023, and all payments to be made within 6 years. 

 

Under the 2021 and 2022 national settlements, at least 85 percent of the funds going directly to 

participating states and subdivisions must be used for abatement of the opioid epidemic, with 70 

percent of payments restricted to funding future abatement efforts. 

 

Agreements with other defendants, including Kroger and Hikma Pharmaceuticals, are in the 

process of being finalized.  

 

WYOMING PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL SETTLEMENTS3 

Wyoming and 33 political subdivisions, comprised of the State’s 23 counties and ten 

municipalities with populations greater than 10,000, participated in each of the 2021 and 2022 

national settlements.4 The State and local governments signed memoranda of agreement 

(Wyoming MOAs) in 2021 and 2023 establishing the State’s share of settlement funds (Statewide 

Share) as 35 percent and the participating local government share (Localized Share) as 65 percent.5  

 
2 National Opioid Settlements Dashboard – Distributor and Janssen (as of June 5, 2024), 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Opioid-Payment-Dashboard-6.5.24.pdf 
3 OneWyo Opioid Settlement Memorandum of Agreement (signed December 

2021).https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/WY-Final-Consent-Judgment-and-

Dismissal-w-Prejudice-5.17.22.pdf; OneWyo II Opioid Settlement Memorandum of Agreement (signed April 

2023),  https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/21-4-23-OneWyo-II-MOA-

EXECUTED-FINAL.pdf. 
4 National Opioid Settlement State Participation Status (updated 5/23/2024), 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/state-participation-status/; telephone interview with Ryan Schelhaas, Chief 

Deputy Attorney General, Wyoming Attorney General’s Office (June 11, 2024). 
5 There is one exception to the 35% State/65% local government distribution: under the Teva settlement agreement, 

25% will be distributed to the State and 75% to local governments. 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Opioid-Payment-Dashboard-6.5.24.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/WY-Final-Consent-Judgment-and-Dismissal-w-Prejudice-5.17.22.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/WY-Final-Consent-Judgment-and-Dismissal-w-Prejudice-5.17.22.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/21-4-23-OneWyo-II-MOA-EXECUTED-FINAL.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/21-4-23-OneWyo-II-MOA-EXECUTED-FINAL.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/state-participation-status/
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The Statewide Share is to be distributed to the Wyoming Department of Health to be used 

exclusively for abating the opioid crisis throughout Wyoming. The Localized Share is distributed 

to the 33 participating local governments according to an allocation formula.  See Appendix A for 

the Participating Local Government Allocation Proportions.  

 

Allowed Uses of Settlement Funds 

The Wyoming MOAs require all settlement funds to be used “in a present and forward-looking 

manner to actively abate and alleviate the impacts of the opioid crisis and co-occurring substance 

abuse in Wyoming.”  No settlement funds are to be used as restitution for past expenditures. Both 

MOAs include a list of approved uses, which include treatment, prevention and research.  See 

Appendix B for the approved uses list.   

 

Settlement Funds Paid to Wyoming to Date 

As of June 2024, payments made to Wyoming and the 33 local government under the 2021 and 

2022 settlement agreements total $14,890,645.6  See Figure 1 for a breakout of payments made to 

date. 

 
Figure 1. Wyoming Settlement Agreement Payments as of June 2024 

Settlement Agreement Total Statewide & Localized 

Shares paid as of 6/6/2024 

2021 Distributor Settlement: Payment of Years 1-3 $6,594,239 

2021 Distributor Settlement: Prepayment of Payment Year 7 $897,047 

2021 J&J Settlement: Payment of Years 1-3 $6,420,502 

2022 Allergan Settlement: Payment of Year 1 $514,538 

2022 Teva Settlement: Payment of Year 1 $464,319 

TOTAL $14,890,645 

Source: Information compiled by LSO from National Opioid Settlements dashboards: Distributor/Janssen 

Settlements Dashboard, Teva/Allergan Dashboard, and Walmart, Walgreens, & DVS Settlements 

Dashboard.  

 

  

 
6 Information compiled by LSO from National Opioid Settlements dashboards: Distributor/Janssen Settlements 

Dashboard, Teva/Allergan Dashboard, and Walmart, Walgreens, & DVS Settlements Dashboard, 
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/. 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/
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WYOMING SETTLEMENT FUNDS EXPENDED TO DATE  

 

Statewide Share7 

The Wyoming MOAs require the Wyoming Department of Health, as the recipient of the Statewide 

Share of settlement funds, to publish an annual online report detailing for the preceding calendar 

year the amount of Statewide Share funds received, the amount of Statewide Share funds expended 

by the Department, and the amount of any grants awarded.8   

 

The Department’s online January 2024 report summarizes funds received, allocated and expended 

in calendar year 2023.  The report states the Department of Health received a total of $4,381,571.71 

in two installments: 

• $829,184.80 in June 22; and 

• $3,552,386.91 in January 2023. 

 

As of the January 2024 report, the Department of Health had allocated all but approximately 

$57,000 of the received funds to the Department’s Behavioral Health Division and Public Health 

Division for a variety of projects.  Of the allocated amounts, $63,476.72 had been expended by the 

date of the report.  See Appendix C for the January 2024 Wyoming Statewide Share of Opioid 

Funds Report. 

 

Localized Share 

The Wyoming MOAs require each of the participating local governments to submit a report to the 

Attorney General each year certifying all settlement funds received were used in accordance with 

the MOA and detailing for the preceding calendar year the amount of Localized Share received, 

the amount of the Localized Share expended, and the amount of any allocations awarded by the 

participating local government.   

 

The Attorney General provided LSO with 2023 annual reports submitted by the 33 participating 

local governments.9 LSO compiled the reports into a summary table (See Appendix D).   

According to LSO’s calculation, the 33 participating Wyoming local governments received a total 

of $7,602,400.47.  Of this amount, $422,394.95 was expended, leaving an unspent balance of 

$7,180,005.52.   

 

 
7 Wyoming Department of Health, Wyoming Statewide Share of Opioid Funds Report (January 2024), 

https://health.wyo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/WDH_Statewide-Share-of-Opioid-Funds-

Report_January-2024.pdf. 
8 OneWyo Opioid Settlement Memorandum of Agreement (signed December 2021), 

https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/WY-Final-Consent-Judgment-and-

Dismissal-w-Prejudice-5.17.22.pdf; OneWyo II Opioid Settlement Memorandum of Agreement (signed April 

2023),  https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/21-4-23-OneWyo-II-MOA-

EXECUTED-FINAL.pdf. 
9 Email from Ryan Schelhaas, Chief Deputy Attorney General (June 6, 2024). 

https://health.wyo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/WDH_Statewide-Share-of-Opioid-Funds-Report_January-2024.pdf
https://health.wyo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/WDH_Statewide-Share-of-Opioid-Funds-Report_January-2024.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/WY-Final-Consent-Judgment-and-Dismissal-w-Prejudice-5.17.22.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/WY-Final-Consent-Judgment-and-Dismissal-w-Prejudice-5.17.22.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/21-4-23-OneWyo-II-MOA-EXECUTED-FINAL.pdf
https://nationalopioidsettlement.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/21-4-23-OneWyo-II-MOA-EXECUTED-FINAL.pdf
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Wyoming Statewide Share of Opioid Funds (SSOF) Report

January 2024

As the lead agency for the Statewide Share of Opioid Funds received as part of the OneWyo Opioid
Settlement Memorandum of Agreement, the Wyoming Department of Health is required to publish
a public report on the following:

▪ The amount of funds received;
▪ The amount of funds expended, broken down by strategy, program, or project; and,
▪ The amount of any grants awarded, listing the recipients, amounts awarded, amounts

disbursed, and disbursement terms, programs, strategies and projects funded.

Table 1, below, summarizes the amounts allocated by project for the Behavioral Health Division.
Table 2, on the next page, shows the same breakdown for the Public Health Division. These funds
were received in two installments by the Wyoming Department of Health: 1) $829,184.80 in June
2022; 2) $3,552,386.91 in January 2023. Additional funding in the amount of $3,552,386.91 will be
available in early 2024.

Table 1: SSOF allocated, encumbered, and expended by project- Behavioral Health Division
Project Name Allocated Encumbered Expended Description

Treatment/MAT
for OUD

$1,165,000

$322,000.89 $0

Supplement existing and expand
Community Mental Health Center
(CMHC) resources for treatment of
opioid use disorder (OUD) and any
co-occurring substance use or mental
health issues including Medication

Assisted Treatment (MAT).

Telehealth
Expansion $0 $0 Expand telehealth availability to

increase access to OUD treatment.

Priority
Population
Outreach

$0 $0

Expand access to opioid treatment
services for high-priority populations
including justice-involved and women
who are or may become pregnant.

Recovery
Supports $450,000 $0 $0 Expand access to continuum of care

recovery services for OUD.

Healthcare
Administration
Training and
Workforce

Development

$60,000 $0 $0

Training for healthcare providers,
students, and other supporting

professionals for opioid treatment
and recovery evidence-informed

practices.

Quality
Improvement $75,000 $0 $0 Improve oversight to ensure fidelity

to evidence-informed opioid

Wyoming Department of Health | January 2024 | Page 1
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treatment practices and assist with
quality improvement practices.

Table 2: SSOF allocated, encumbered, and expended by project - Public Health Division
Project Name Allocated Encumbered Expended Description

Opioid Prevention
Testing Capacity $300,000 $0 $0

Ensure personnel capacity and support
services to coordinate state-level opioid

testing for prevention work.

Health Systems
Prevention
Contractor

$625,000 $0 $0

Contract to support healthcare
providers and health systems for opioid

overdose prevention and response
efforts.

Alternatives to
Pain Management
Assessment/

Toolkit

$150,000 $0 $0

Contract for summary report of
healthcare provider and health system
opioid abuse/misuse prevention best
practices, alternative therapies, training,

and toolkit development.

Qualitative Opioid
Use Project $24,375 $1,875 $22,500

Collect qualitative data from persons
with lived experience to inform
decision making on how best to

decrease the abuse/misuse of opioids.
Contract is in place with Recover

Wyoming who has begun work on this
project.

Plans of Safe Care
(POSC) $800,000 $420,023.28 $5,976.72

Service providers involved in POSC
will use a cross-agency collaborative
(Children and Recovering Mothers
-CHARM model) to coordinate care
for pregnant and postpartum mothers
with a history of opioid use disorder
and their affected infants. County
contracts will ensure staffing, where
capacity is limited, to provide home
visiting to POSC participants and
participation in the cross-agency

collaborative. Contracts are in place
with Casper Natrona County Health
Department and Cheyenne Laramie

County Health Department to support
staffing and Western States Learning

Corporation for facilitation of
CHARM collaboratives. Other county
support will be provided through state

personnel expenses.

Wyoming Department of Health | January 2024 | Page 2



Workforce
Assessment/

Toolkit
$150,000 $150,000 $0

Contract for report of workforce best
practices and development of a toolkit
for workplace opioid abuse/misuse
prevention policies. Through a

competitive bid process, a contractor
has been identified and the contract

process has begun.

Workforce Media
Support $100,000 $65,000 $35,000

Contract for opioid prevention training
videos for opioid prevention in

workplaces. A contract is in place with
Warehouse 21 who has begun work on

this project.

Public Education
Campaign $425,000 $0 $0

Contract for educational media and
website focusing on opioid prevention

for a broad audience.

Wyoming Department of Health | January 2024 | Page 3



Appendix D. Wyoming Localized Shares Received and Expended in 2023 

Participating Local 

Government 

Localized Share 

received in 2023 

Amount Expended 

in 2023 

Expenditure Purpose Remaining 

Unspent Funds 

Albany County $134,507.67 $0  $134,507.67 

Big Horn County $249,790.77 $49,000.00 Northern Wyoming 

Treatment Court, Inc., 

$200,790.77 

Campbell County $365,695.55 $5,486.60 Fentanyl resistant gloves $360,208.95 

Carbon County $304,542.38 $0  $304,542.38 

City of Casper $605,490.00 $0  $605,490.00 

City of Cheyenne $101,213.91 $0  $101,213.91 

City of Evanston $162,299.04 $850.10 Narcan $161,448.94 

City of Gillette $143,417.46 $0  $143,417.46 

City of Green River $8085.43 $0  $8085.43 

City of Laramie $281,575.80 $0  $281,575.80 

City of Riverton $83,550.69 $0  $83,550.69 

City of Rock Springs $100,051.68 $4800.00 

$1,465.20 

Training 

Equipment for first 

responders 

$93,786.48 

City of Sheridan $564.05 $564.05 Signed over to Sheridan 

County 

$0 

Converse County $156,217.89 $127,466.52 

 

$28,751.37 

Unknown: attached report 

missing 

High Country Behavioral 

Health 

$0 

Crook County $44,866.22 $4851.00 Crook County Public 

Health for prevention 

$40,015.22 

Fremont County  $113,315.87 $0  $113,315.87 

Goshen County $134,790.55 $0  $134,790.55 

Hot Springs County1 $70,506.84 $0  $70,506.84 

Johnson County $15,669.77 $0  $15,669.77 

Laramie County2 $56,290.47 

$1,283,884.64 

$0 

$0 

 $56,290.47 

$1,283,884.64 

Lincoln County $257,232.78 $64.00 

 

$698.87 

Prevention media 

campaign 

Naloxone 

$256,469.91 

 
1 Hot Springs County reported that $3,105.19 of the received amount was from the National Opioid Abatement Trust 

(NOAT) II. 
2 Laramie County submitted two reports: a report dated 2/2/2024 of $56,290.47 received and a report dated 

2/13/2024 of $1,283,884.64 received. 



Participating Local 

Government 

Localized Share 

received in 2023 

Amount Expended 

in 2023 

Expenditure Purpose Remaining 

Unspent Funds 

Natrona County3 $28,524.35 

$650,769.25 

$0 

$0 

 $28,524.35 

$650,769.25 

Niobrara County $10,292.76 $0  $10,292.76 

Park County $392,356.38 $0  $392,356.38 

Platte County $144,212.80 $100.00 Narcan $144,112.80 

Sheridan County $323,042.83 $10,500.00 

$721.97 

$5,821.00 

Drug Detection Dog 

Dog Kennel 

Drug Terminator 

$305,999.86 

Sublette County $48,301.30 $0  $48,301.30 

Sweetwater County $629,281.76 $0  $629,281.76 

Teton County $109,488 $0  $109,488 

Town of Jackson $46,118.91 $0  $46,118.91 

Uinta County $361,719.95 $73,241.99 Uinta County Drug Court 

for Deputy/Coordinator 

Patrol Truck 

$288,477.96 

Washakie County $123,623.38 $49,193.64 

 

$49,193.64 

Cloud Peak Counseling 

Center 

Northern Wyoming Drug 

Treatment Court 

$25,236.10 

Weston County $61,109.34 $9,625.00 K9 course and e-collar 

system 

$51,484.34 

TOTAL $7,602,400.47 $422,394.95  $7,180,005.52 

Source: Information compiled by LSO from CY 2023 reports submitted by local governments to the 

Wyoming Attorney General.  

 
3 Natrona County submitted two reports: a report dated 1/30/2024 of $28,524.35 received and a report dated 

2/22/2024 of $650,769.25 received.  The latter report stated $622,244.90 was received from the National Opioid 

Settlement Fund Trust (the 2021 and 2022 National Settlements), $15,418.57 from the National Opioid Abatement 

II Trust, and $3,721.37 from the National Opioid II General Trust. 
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