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There are generally three main model types to determine child support which are used by the states: 

The Income Shares Model is based on the concept that a child should receive the same percentage of parental 

income as they would if the parents still lived together.   

The Percentage of Income Model utilizes the income information of the non-custodial parent to set child support 

as a percentage, and the custodial parent’s income is not considered.  There are two additional subtypes under this 

category of child support, including the Flat Percentage Model and the Varying Percentage Model. 

The Melson Formula is a version of the Income Shares Model, which additionally incorporates several public 

policy judgments which help to ensure that the parent's basic needs are met in addition to the children's.  

Table 1, below, depicts information from the National Conference of State Legislatures regarding the child support 

formulas utilized within the 50 states.  The table reflects the name of the state, the guideline type that is used, as 

well as a link to the location of each state’s guidelines.  In sum, 10 states (including the District of Columbia) 

utilize the Percentage of Income Model, 3 states utilize the Melson Formula, and the remaining 38 states all use the 

Income Shares Model. 

 

Table 1.  Child Support Provisions. 

State Guideline Type Link  to Guidelines 

Alabama Income Shares Rule 32, Alabama Rules of Judicial Administration Administration 

Alaska Percentage of  Income Alaska Child Support Guidelines 

Arizona Income Shares Arizona Child Support Guidelines 

Arkansas Percentage of Income Administrative Order of the Supreme Court No. 10 

California Income Shares California Family Code §§ 4050-4076 

Colorado Income Shares Colorado Rev. Stat. §§ 14-10-115 et seq. 

Connecticut Income Shares Child Support and Arrearages Guidelines 

Delaware Melson Formula 13 Delaware Code §514  

D.C. Percentage of Income D.C. Child Support Guidelines 

Florida Income Shares Florida Title VI, Chapter 61.30 

Georgia Income Shares Georgia Child Support Guidelines 

Hawaii Melson Formula Hawaii Child Support Guidelines 

Idaho Income Shares Idaho R. Civ. Pro. 6(c)(6) 

Illinois Percentage of Income 750 ILCS Illinois Child Support Guidelines 

Indiana Income Shares Indiana Child Support Rules and Guidelines 

http://www.alacourt.gov/pdfppt/rule32.2009.pdf
http://courts.alaska.gov/rules/civ2.htm#90.3
http://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/31/Child%20Support/CSG2004.pdf
https://courts.arkansas.gov/forms-and-publications/arkansas-child-support-guidelines
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=fam&group=04001-05000&file=4050-4076
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.jud.ct.gov/Publications/ChildSupport/2005CSguidelines.pdf
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title13/c005/sc02/index.shtml
http://csgc.oag.dc.gov/application/main/intro.aspx
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2010/61.30
http://www.georgiacourts.org/csc/rules.html
http://www.courts.state.hi.us/docs/form/maui/2CE248.pdf
http://www.isc.idaho.gov/files/ICSG-July_1_2012.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs5.asp?ActID=2086&ChapterID=59
http://www.in.gov/judiciary/rules/child_support/index.html
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State Guideline Type Link  to Guidelines 

Iowa Income Shares Iowa Child Support Guidelines 

Kansas Income Shares Kansas Child Support Guidelines 

Kentucky Income Shares Kentucky Rev. Stat. §§ 403-210 to -213 

Louisiana Income Shares Louisiana Rev. Stat. 9:315.1 et seq. 

Maine Income Shares Maine Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 19-A, §§ 2001-2010 

Maryland Income Shares Maryland Fam. Law Code Ann. §§ 12-201 et seq. 

Massachusetts Income Shares Massachusetts Child Support Guidelines 

Michigan Income Shares Michigan Child Support Formula Manual 

Minnesota Income Shares Minn. Stat. Ann. §§ 518A.35 et seq. 

Mississippi Percentage of Income Miss. Code §§ 43-19-101 et seq. 

Missouri Income Shares Section 452.340  

Montana Melson Formula Montana Child Support Guidelines 

Nebraska Income Shares Nebraska Court Rules Chapter 4, Article 2, §§ 4-201 to 4-220 

Nevada Percentage of Income Nev. Rev. Stat. §§ 125B.070 to -.080 

New Hampshire Income Shares N.H. Rev. Stat. §§ 458-C:1 to -:7 

New Jersey Income Shares New Jersey Rules of Court Appendix IX 

New Mexico Income Shares N.M. Stat. §§ 40-4-11.1 to -11.6 

New York Percentage of Income N.Y. Dom. Rel. Law. § 240(1-b) 

North Carolina Income Shares North Carolina Child Support Guidelines 

North Dakota Percentage of Income North Dakota Child Support Guidelines 

Ohio Income Shares Ohio Rev. Code §§ 3119.01 et seq. 

Oklahoma Income Shares Okla. Stat. tit. 43, §§ 118 to 120 

Oregon Income Shares Oregon Child Support Guidelines 

Pennsylvania Income Shares Pa. R. Civ. Pro. 1910.16-1 to -5 

Rhode Island Income Shares R.I. C.S.G. Administrative Order 

South Carolina Income Shares Southern Carolina Soc. Serv. Reg. 114-4710 to -4750 

South Dakota Income Shares South Dakota Cod. Laws §§ 25-7-6.1 et seq. 

Tennessee Income Shares Tennessee Child Support Guidelines 

Texas Percentage of Income Tex. Fam. Code §§ 154.001 et seq. 

Utah Income Shares Utah Code §§ 78B-12 et seq. 

Vermont Income Shares Vt. Stat. title 15, §§ 653-657 

Virginia Income Shares Va. Code §§ 20-108.1, 20-108.2 

Washington Income Shares Wash. Rev. Code §§ 26.19.001 et seq. 

West Virginia Income Shares West Virginia Child Support Guidelines 

Wisconsin Percentage of Income Wisconsin Child Support Guidelines 

Wyoming Income Shares Wyoming Child Support Guidelines 

Source: LSO Research staff summary of information provided by the National Conference of State Legislatures. 

If you need anything further, please contact LSO Research at 777-7881. 

https://secureapp.dhs.state.ia.us/CustomerWeb/Resources/SupportGuidelines/SupportGuidelines.aspx
http://www.kscourts.org/Rules-procedures-forms/Child-support-guidelines/default.asp
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=1455
http://legis.la.gov/Legis/LawSearch.aspx
http://janus.state.me.us/legis/statutes/19-A/title19-Ach63sec0.html
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.mass.gov/courts/childsupport/guidelines.pdf
http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/SCAO/Resources/Documents/Publications/Manuals/focb/2013MCSF.pdf
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=518A.35&year=2011
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.moga.mo.gov/statutes/c400-499/4520000340.htm
http://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/csed/documents/guidelinesandindex.pdf
http://supremecourt.ne.gov/supreme-court-rules/ch4/art2
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-125B.html
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-XLIII-458-C.htm
http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/csguide/index.htm
http://www.hsd.state.nm.us/LookingForInformation/child-support-enforcement-division-1.aspx
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/LAWSSEAF.cgi?QUERYTYPE=LAWS+&QUERYDATA=$$DOM240$$@TXDOM0240+&LIST=LAW+&BROWSER=45750521+&TOKEN=26364794+&TARGET=VIEW
https://nddhacts01.dhhs.state.nc.us/home.jsp?TargetScreen=WorkSheet.jsp
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/childsupport/progserv/guidelines/guidelines.html
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3119
http://www.okdhs.org/programsandservices/ocss/docs/computation.htm
http://oregonchildsupport.gov/guidelines/pages/index.aspx
http://www.pacode.com/secure/data/231/chapter1910/chap1910toc.html
http://www.cse.ri.gov/services/establishment_childsup.php
http://www.state.sc.us/dss/csed/forms/2006guidelines.pdf
http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=25-7
http://www.tn.gov/sos/rules/1240/1240-02/1240-02-04.20080815.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/FA/htm/FA.154.htm#154.001
http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/section.jsp?code=78B-12
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/15/011
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+20-108.1
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=26.19
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/code.cfm?chap=48&art=13#13
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dcf/101_153/150.pdf
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/titles/Title20/T20CH2AR3.htm

