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PART I: INTRODUCTION

At the June 4, 2008 meeting of the Select Committee on Legislative Technology, LSO staff was asked to
prepare a brief report about electronic voting systems. At that same meeting, Ms. Brenda Erickson, a staff
specialist knowledgeable in the areas of electronic voting and voting process and procedure from the National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), provided testimony to the Committee regarding electronic voting
systems, and on other matters of process and procedure related to electronic voting.

Before engaging in a discussion of electronic voting systems, it is important to recognize that electronic voting
systems are fools for facilitating legislative business. These systems are subject to legislative rules, processes
and procedures. It is the implementation, and subsequent enforcement, of legislative rules and procedures
related to voting process, not just the systems technology, which create accountability in the process.

A vote is a formal manner by which a legislative body expresses its will or decision. There are several ways in
which votes may be taken. Roll-call votes allow each member to cast a vote by individually voicing “aye” or
“nay” when his or her name is called, or by personally selecting “aye” or “nay” through electronic means, which
may or may not be recorded (depending upon chamber rules). Voice votes allow legislators, when asked by the
chair, to indicate en mass either their support (by saying“aye”) or their opposition (by saying “nay”) to a motion,
bill, amendment, etc., being considered either on the chamber floor or in committee. The chair then announces
his or her decision as to which “side” prevailed. If the chair is uncertain about which side prevailed, or a
member disagrees with the chair’s decision, a “division” may be called (if allowable by the chamber rules and
procedures), then the vote is tabulated through either a show of hands or by standing.

There are three types of voting systems (discussed later in this report): manual, combination, and electronic.
With a manual system, roll calls are taken verbally and then manually tabulated via pen and paper and entered
manually into some type of reporting system. A combination system integrates the use of verbal roll calls,
which are then tabulated and reported electronically. An electromagnetic (fully electronic) voting system allows
individual legislators to vote by pressing a button, or another means of voting electronically, which is then
electronically tallied and reported electronically. Ultimately, regardless of which voting system is used,
chamber rules and procedures determine which votes are reported.

A brief discussion of vote taking, tabulation of votes, and where vote totals are displayed and reported appears
later in this report. This report describes the three previously mentioned voting system configurations and
identifies the vote process and voting systems used by other states as shown by a survey administered by the
National Conference of State Legislatures. Attachment A is a copy of the survey results provided by NCSL.

This report offers a discussion of Wyoming’s process and procedure related to electronic voting. Wyoming
maintains an electronic voting system commonly referred to as a combination system, which according to Ms.
Erickson, is consistent with other smaller legislative chambers similar to Wyoming’s. Attachment B identifies
the votes taken in Wyoming’s Senate and House chambers, how the votes are taken, tabulated, and when and
where they are reported or displayed.

PART II. General Overview of Electronic Voting

Electronic voting, in the legislative context, is a tool used for casting, tabulating, and reporting of votes. In
other words, it is a tool through which a legislative body expresses its will or decision via electro-magnetic,
electronic or computerized means. Ms. Erickson, NCSL, informed the Committee that advantages of
technology include the speed and accuracy with which votes may be tallied. In addition, these systems may
facilitate the production of official legislative journals, provide data to bill status or history systems, and overall
serve to streamline the legislative process.
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Types of Voting Systems
There are three types of voting systems:

1. Manual systems: the Clerk, or some other designated person, calls the roll, indicates each member’s
vote on paper and then manually tabulates the vote.

2. Combination systems: Computerized system allowing the Clerk, or some other designated person, to
call roll and enter the vote on a touch screen computer (this is the system Wyoming maintains).

3. Electromagnetic (fully electronic) voting system: Provides some type of electronic touch pad, button or
computer, allowing legislators to enter his or her own vote into the system.

As indicated in the Introduction, Wyoming maintains a combination electronic voting system. Table 1, below,
identifies other chambers that use a combination system, as well as the size of these chambers. By comparison,
Wyoming’s House of Representatives has 60 members, and the Senate has 30 members.

Table 1. Other Chambers with Combination Electronic Voting Systems
Chamber Size of Chamber

Alabama Senate 35

Arkansas Senate 35

California Senate 40

Colorado Senate 35

Delaware House 41

Delaware Senate 21

Kansas Senate 40

Kentucky Senate 38

Ohio Senate 33

Oregon Senate 30

Pennsylvania Senate 50

South Dakota Senate 35

Texas Senate 31

Utah Senate 29

Washington Senate 49

Wisconsin Senate 33

Source: Results from NCSL’s survey on electronic voting, June 2008.

In general, there are three ways through which electronic means may be use to conduct legislative business: 1)
how legislator votes are taken; 2) how legislator votes are tabulated; and 3) how legislator votes are reported or
displayed. Below is a brief description of vote taking, tabulation, and reporting/display.

Roll Call Vote Taking

There are different manners through which votes may be taken on motions, bills, amendments, etc: roll call,
standing or hand count, and voice. Whether or not votes are recorded is set forth in each chamber’s rules and
procedures. An electronic voting system may be used for procedures other than recorded roll call votes. It may
also be used to establish or verify a quorum or to determine a prevailing side in lieu of a voice vote or division.
Legislators may vote either verbally or electronically. Generally, a verbal roll call vote is when the chief clerk
calls the roll and legislators verbally indicate their vote when their name is called. An electronic roll call vote
means the legislators cast their own vote through some manner of electronic means, typically a hard-wired
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button at their desks.

Recently, issues concerning accountability during the vote process have been raised for some legislatures that
use an electronic voting system. More specifically, there have been situations in which legislators have voted
for other legislators via the hard-wired buttons on their desks. The New York and Oregon legislatures use key
cards and fingerprint technology, respectively, which serve as safety features to preserve the integrity of the vote
process.

Tabulation and Recording of Votes

Votes may be counted a couple of different ways. Votes may be tabulated either manually (using pen and
paper) or electronically. Some votes are not tabulated, such as voice votes, which are taken en mass and only the
outcome may be reported. Not all legislative votes are tabulated or recorded, and the use of a fully electronic
voting system does not mean votes are automatically recorded. As previously indicated, tabulation, recording,
and reporting of votes is determined by chamber rules and procedure. According to Ms. Erickson from NCSL,
there is not a legislative chamber in the country that requires roll call votes for all actions on bills or that records
all votes. Table 2, below in Part IV, identifies votes in Wyoming that are tabulated and recorded by individual
legislator.

Display and Reporting of Votes

There are several mediums through which legislative chambers may choose to display or report tabulated votes:
display boards, information kiosks, the internet, and the legislative journal

Display boards are typically mounted on the chamber wall. A display board may be configured to display
multiple pieces of information, although the amount of information displayed may be limited based upon the
size and type of display board or procedures establishing which data are to be reflected. For example, a display
board may be configured to display the number and catch title of the bill being discussed, the bill sponsors, the
names of all the legislators, how (or if) they voted on the bill, a running vote total, etc.

When configuring a display board, attention to chamber rules and regulations must guide information choices to
avoid confusion and violation of chamber processes. Display boards “live in the present”, meaning the
information provided on the boards tends to reflect what is going on at a certain point in time. Display boards do
not provide the depth of information that legislative websites may provide, such as text or status of bills,
committee actions, etc. Tables 25 and 26 of Attachment A identify the types of display boards and what
information is shown on the boards of the legislative chambers that responded to NCSL’s survey. A brief
summary is provided below:

Table 25, Type of display board:

v 13 chambers do not have display boards in chambers;

43 chambers do have hard-wired display boards in chambers;
8 chambers do have projection screens in chambers;

8 chambers do have plasma screens in chambers;

2 chambers do have video monitors in chambers; and

D N NI NI NN

10 chambers have display boards or screens that blend or disappear into the chamber background when
not in use.

Table 26, What the display board (s) show:

v' 45 chambers boards show individual member names and how each member is voting;
v 53 chambers boards show the bill or amendment number;
v' 47 chambers boards show on which Reading the bill or amendment is being considered,
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34 chambers boards show the bill or amendment author or sponsor;
19 chambers boards show the running vote total;

48 chambers boards show the final vote total; and

20 chambers boards show the date.

AN NERN

Legislative votes and other information may also be distributed through information kiosks. Through these
kiosks, the public is able to access bill status and history, and other legislative business information. In general,
41 chambers reported maintaining information kiosks located around the capitol or legislative building (Table
27, NCSL’s survey).

Currently, Wyoming’s electronic voting system does not include means for legislators to vote electronically
from their desks, or maintain display boards or screens, or information kiosks.

The internet is another medium through which legislative votes may be reported. The timing in which the
information is displayed on websites varies, however. For many legislatures, voting information is posted to
their websites hours or days later. In contrast, most of the roll call votes taken in the Wyoming Legislature are
provided on the legislative website in near real-time. More information on those votes is provided below and in
Attachment B.

The legislative journal is a chronological record of the actions and proceedings of the respective houses of the
legislature. It is the official record of legislative business for almost every legislative body. While the journal is
the official record in most states, it typically is not a verbatim transcript of floor action. Most legislative
assemblies produce “summary” journals, which is a record that summarizes the major actions taken by a body
but does not include every word spoken. Roll call votes are one of the items typically included in a chamber’s
journal. The timing within which a person may access journal information varies, because the frequency of
journal publication differs among legislative bodies. About half of the legislative chambers print a preliminary
journal each day. For the majority of legislatures, however, the final official “permanent” journal is not
produced until after the legislative session ends.

PART III: Summary of National Conference of State Legislatures’ Electronic Voting Survey Results
(Attachment A)

In the spring of 2008, NCSL sent a survey to all 99 senate and house chambers (Nebraska has only one
chamber) across the country to gather information on the general vote taking process and voting systems used
by other legislatures. Of the 99 chambers, 70 chambers had responded as of the preparation of this report. It is
important to note that not all chambers responded to this survey. In addition, of those chambers that did
respond, not all questions were answered. The results of the NCSL survey are compiled in Tables 1 through 27
of Attachment A. A brief summary of select tables is provided below.

The following results relate specifically to voting systems:
Table 3, Type of Voting System Used (types are defined in Part III below):

v’ 47 chambers use a fully electronic voting system (12 Senate, 34 House, 1 unicameral);

v 18 chambers use a combination voting system (16 Senate, 2 House — including Wyoming’s Senate and
House); and

v 11 chambers use a manual voting system (9 Senate, 2 House).

Table 8, Major Elements of the Voting System:

v" 35 chambers allow voting stations to be turned on and off (fully electronic voting systems only):
v" 46 chambers allow legislators to vote from their desks (fully electronic voting systems only);
v’ 2 chambers allow legislators to vote at voting stations located at the rear or sides of the chamber;
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v 61 chambers tally votes electronically (including Wyoming’s Senate and House).

Table 9, How Legislators Vote at their Individual Desks (fully electronic voting systems only):

v 42 chambers allow legislators to vote through hard-wired buttons on their desks;
v 1 chamber allows legislators to vote by using personal voting key cards;

v 1 chamber allows legislators to vote by using finger print technology; and

v 2 chambers allow legislators to vote on a laptop or personal computer.

Table 11, Distribution of Roll Call Votes (not all roll call votes are posted in the same manner):

v" 18 chambers post roll call votes to the internet in real time (including Wyoming’s Senate and House);
v’ 44 chambers post roll call votes to the internet, but is delayed; and
v" 49 chambers allow the public to request vote printouts from a room in the capitol or from the

legislature.
Table 23, Who is Allowed to Press Vote Buttons at a Legislator’s Desk:

v’ 28 chambers allow only the legislator assigned to a particular desk to press vote button;
v" 8 chambers allow either members of a particular chamber or members of the body to press vote buttons.

The following survey results relate to processes used in different chambers:
Table 13, Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments During Committee of the Whole:

v’ 44 chambers do not use Committee of the Whole as a means to discuss bills on the floor;
3 chambers use electronic voting for all votes during Committee of the Whole;
5 chambers use electronic voting only if a roll call is requested during Committee of the Whole;

ANEANERN

9 chambers typically use a voice vote or hand count, but a roll call can be requested during Committee
of the Whole; and

7 chambers use voice vote, hand count, or standing count for all votes on amendments in Committee of
the Whole (includes Wyoming Senate and House).

\

Table 14, Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments During Second Reading:

v" 11 chambers use electronic voting for all votes on Second Reading;
v" 16 chambers use electronic voting only if a roll call is requested on Second Reading;

v" 32 chambers typically use a voice vote, hand count, or standing count, but a roll call can be requested on
Second Reading (includes Wyoming’s Senate and House); and

v" 3 chambers use voice or hand count for all votes on Second Reading.

Table 15, Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments During Third Reading:

v" 18 chambers do not allow amendments on third reading or final passage;

v" 12 chambers use electronic voting for all votes on Third Reading;

v" 11 chambers use electronic voting only if a roll call is requested on Third Reading;
v

23 chambers typically use a voice vote, hand count, or standing count, but a roll call can be requested on
Third Reading (including Wyoming Senate and House); and

v 1 chamber uses a voice vote or hand count for all votes on Third Reading.

Table 17, Method Used to Vote on Motions That May Result in Final Action During Floor Debate:
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v’ 36 chambers use electronic voting for all votes on final action (including Wyoming Senate and House);

<

8 chambers use electronic voting only if a roll call is requested on final action;

v" 20 chambers typically use a voice vote, hand count, or standing count, but a roll call can be requested on
final action; and

v" 1 chamber uses a voice vote or hand count for all votes on final action.
Table 24, When a Legislator Can Change a Vote:

v' 6 chambers do not allow legislators to change their votes after it has been cast;

v’ 42 chambers allow vote to be changed up to the time that the presiding officer announces the final vote
count (including Wyoming Senate and House); and

v" 15 chambers allow legislators to change their votes after the presiding officer announces the final vote
count.

PART IV. Wyoming Legislature’s Process and Procedure Related to Taking and Recording Votes

Ms. Erickson, NCSL, informed the Committee that Wyoming maintains an electronic voting system that is
consistent with other smaller legislative chambers. The combination system used by Wyoming allows the
chambers to maintain tradition and integrate technology. Again, it is important to recognize that electronic
voting systems are tools to assist legislative chambers conduct legislative business and does not automatically
provide accountability. Ms. Erickson also commented that Wyoming has a very accountable vote process and
system due to the manner in which legislative business is conducted.

In Wyoming, several actions on bills require roll call votes, which, as noted previously, are taken via verbal roll
call by the chief clerk and recorded through the use of electronic voting software. Before the vote is closed, the
chief clerk inquires if any legislators wish to change their vote. After the roll call vote is closed, the chief clerk
announces the final vote count, and a legislator may not change his or her vote. As previously noted, 39
chambers of the 70 chambers responding to NCSL’s survey allow legislators to change their votes until the
presiding officer announces the final vote count, and 15 chambers allow legislators change their votes after the
final vote has been announced.

Currently, in the Wyoming Legislature, seventeen primary actions, one general procedural action, and 11
miscellaneous votes on bills require roll call votes, which are subsequently recorded. Of the total 29 recorded
roll call votes, 15 roll call votes are reported in almost real-time on the Legislature’s website and 14 are either
reported daily on the website, by the end of session on the website, or in the official journal at the end of
session. The following table lists actions that require roll calls in the Wyoming House and Senate and where
they are reported.
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Table 2. Required Roll Calls Votes and Where and How Reported

Primary Action on Bills

Where Reported

Individual Votes
Reported

Page 8

Individual Votes
Available on Website

Bill introduction vote in Budget Session

Website in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Initial vote on Introduction Consent List in
Budget Session

Official Journal

Yes

No

Bill introduction vote after cutoff date

Website in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Adopt positive motion on bill in standing
committee, Do Pass, etc.

Website, daily

Yes

Yes, daily

Failed positive motion on bill in standing
committee

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

Motion to indefinitely postpone bill in
standing committee

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

Bill fails Committee of the Whole

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

d : -
2" Reading amendment to increase or
decrease appropriation

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

31 Reading amendment to increase or
decrease appropriation

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Initial vote on 3" Reading Consent List

Official Journal

Yes

No

Pass or fail 3" Reading

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

I Motion to Reconsider

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Motion to Rescind vote regarding specific
bill

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Motion to Suspend Rules regarding specific
bill

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

I Motion to Concur

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Motion to Adopt Joint Conference
Committee Report

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Vote on Veto Override

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

General Procedural Motions

To rescind a vote not related to specific bill

Official Journal

Yes

No

Votes on Miscellaneous Actions

Amend Wyoming Manual of Legislative
Procedure (WMLP)

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

Adopt or amend rules

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

Suspend rules not related to specific bill

Official Journal

Yes

No

Remove a legislative officer

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

Senate confirmations

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

To expunge record not related to specific
bill

Official Journal

Yes

No

Accelerate bill to 3" reading

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Reintroduce rejected bill

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Request for return of bill

Website, in real time

Yes

Yes, in real time

Legislative election contest

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

Presidential election contest

Source: Legislative Service Office

Website, by end of session

Yes

Yes, by end of session

Attachment B provides identifies other actions taken on bills, how the voted is taken, and whether or not they

are recorded.
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There are several actions for which legislators may request roll calls. A list of those actions is provided below
in Table 3.
Table 3. Roll Call Votes Upon Request

Individual Votes
Available on Website

Individual Votes

Where Reported Reported

Primary Action on Bills

Recall a bill from committee

Daily, on website

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

Motion to re-commit bill

Daily, on website

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

Motion to re-refer bill

Daily, on website

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

Motion to lay back 1 day prior to 2™
reading

Daily, on website

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

2" reading regular amendment

Website, in real time

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

Pass 2™ reading

Daily, on website

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

Motion to lay back 1 day prior to 3"
reading

Daily, on website

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

3" reading regular amendment

Website, in real time

Only if roll call

Only if roll call

General Procedural Motions

Appeal decision of the Chair

Only if roll call

No

No

Vote on Miscellaneous Actions

Only if roll call
Only if roll call

Only if roll call
Only if roll call

To read papers

Call of the House or Senate

Source: Legislative Service Office.
Part V: Conclusion

Electronic voting systems are useful tools for accomplishing legislative business, but these systems do not
equate to accountability in the legislative process. The rules and procedures adopted by each legislative
chamber, which includes rules concerning how and which votes are taken, the method through which votes are
tabulated, and where and how quickly the votes are reported, ensure the integrity of the legislative process.

Wyoming’s legislative chambers use a combination electronic voting system, which is consistent with other
smaller legislative chambers. This type of voting system incorporates the accountability of traditional verbal
vote taking (one voice, one vote) with the technology of electronic voting software which streamlines the
tabulation and reporting of the votes.

The Wyoming Legislature does not use display boards. It does, however, maintain a legislative website on
which a large amount of voting information is available, in almost real time.

Based upon data collected by NCSL, Ms. Erickson concluded that Wyoming’s current voting system provides
basically the same transparency and public accountability as the “fully electronic” systems, lacking only hard-
wired voting buttons and display boards in the chambers.
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NCSL

Presentation to the Wyoming Select Committee on Legislative Technology
Cheyenne, Wyoming
June 4, 2008
(Revised version)

Good afternoon.

My name is Brenda Erickson. T am a program principal in the Legislative Management Program of the
National Conference of State Legislatures. I have served as NCSL's expert on legislative process for
almost 20 vears.

The focus of my presentation today will be to provide an overview of legislative voting systems.

My references throughout this presentation generally will be to "chambers" rather than "states,” because
the vast majority of senates and houses do not follow the same procedures. There are 9g legislative
chambers within the 50 states; only Nebraska has a unicameral state legislature. The sizes of the
legislative bodies across the country vary greatly, as illustrated by Table 1; I have included this
information because it often has some bearing on decisions to change voting systems.

Voting in State Legislatures )
A-vote is the formal manner by which a legislative body expresses its will or decision. There are several
ways in which votes may be taken.

* Avoice vote is an oral expression of the members' support or opposition when a question is
submitted for their determination. The presiding officer first asks members who support the
measure or motion to vote en mass by saying "aye;" then members who are opposed to the
measure or motion are asked to vote en mass by saying "nay." The presiding officer states his or
her decision as to which side prevailed.

« To vote by division or rising is to vote by a show of hands or by standing. This type of vote often
occurs when the presiding officer or the body is uncertain which side prevailed during a voice
vote.

e  Foraroll-call vote, each member votes individually either by voicing aye or nay when his or her
name is called or by indicating aye or nay (or in some cases, another vote) through electronic
means.

e Arecord (or recorded) vote is a vote that is printed in the journal

This presentation will center on the systems used to take roll-call or recorded votes.
In preparation, a survey on voting systems was sent to legislative clerks and secretaries across the

country. Sixty-seven of the 99 state legislative assemblies returned surveys (see Table 2). The results
were compiled and are provided as Tables 3 through 27, which I will summarize briefly.

ATTACHMENT A

1
Tables 2-27 updated June 10, 2008



Types of Voting Systems
Table g illustrates that there are three main types of voting systems used by state legislatures to take roll-
call or recorded votes on the chamber floor.

Manual voting system. A manual roll call is the traditional method for taking a formal vote. The clerk
orally calls each legislator’s name, records the member’s vote on a paper form and then manually tallies
the number of ayes and nays.

The following chambers use a manual voting system:

Hawaii Senate and House New Hampshire Senate
Idaho Senate New Mexico Senate
Massachusetts Senate New York Senate
Mississippi Senate South Carolina Senate
Missouri Senate Vermont Senate and Housge

Manual systems preserve historic chamber traditions.

Electro-magnetic or electronic voting system. An electro-magnetic or electronic roll-call system allows
each member to cast his or her own vote through ‘a computerized system that quickly and accurately
tabulates the total ayes and nays.

This type of system is not new technology. For example, the Wisconsin Assembly installed its first system
in 1917, the Texas House in 1919 and the Virginia House in 1923. Today, almost two-thirds of the
legislative bodies have installed electronic voting systems.

Combination systern. A combination system mixes aspects of both manual and electronic roll-call voting.
The clerk still orally calls the roll, but a member’s vote is entered into a computerized system rather than
being recorded on paper. By using this method, some of the formality associated with a roll-call vote is
preserved, but it also provides the legislative chamber with some advantages of a computerized system.

The following chambers reported that combination voting systems are used:

Alabama Senate Pennsylvania Senate
Arkansas Senate South Dakota Senate
California Senate Texas Senate

Colorado Senate Utah Senate

Delaware Senate and House ‘Washington Senate

Kansas Senate Wisconsin Senate

Kentucky Senate Wyoming Senate and House
Ohio Senate

Oregon Senate

Tables 4, 5, 6 and 7 provide detail about the age of--and updates--to voting systems.

Tables 2-27 updated June 10, 2008



Major Elements and Uses of Voting Systems
Tables 8 through 10 provide information on the major elements of voting systems.

A primary advantage of electronic and combination voting systems is the speed and accuracy with which
votes can be tallied. These systems also may interface with other legislative applications--such as journal
production and bill status/history--to streamline processes.

In many chambers, the voting stations may be turned on and off individually. This can be an important
security feature.

In most instances, legislators vote from their individual desk via hard-wired buttons. Only two legislative
chambers--New York Assembly and Oregon House--reported that legislator may vote at voting stations
located at the rear or sides of the chamber. To vote at the remote stations, members of the New York
Assembly use personal voting key cards, and members of the Oregon House vote using fingerprint
technology.

Table 11 highlights how other chambers distribute information on roll-call votes. I believe that the
Wyoming Legislature posts its roll-call votes onto the Internet in real time. As you will see, unlike
Wyoming, many legislative bodies do not post vete information real time.

Tables 12 through 21 illustrate how voting systems are used--for example, quorum counts and votes on
amendments, procedural motions or final passage. Typically, voting system use is limited to the chamber
floor. The Virginia House, however, has begun allowing some of its standing committees to use an
electronic voting system.

Tables 22 through 24 address how long votes take, who may push vote buttons and when a legislator may
change a vote.

Display Boards

Tables 25 and 26 provide information on display boards. Legislative chambers often use display boards to
provide information to members and visitors. For example, the boards may show the bill number and
sponsors; the stage in the process; individual, running or final votes; and other information.

To preserve the appearance of their chambers, the display boards in some legislative assemblies disappear
or blend into the chamber background when they are not in use.

Information Kiosks
Legislative chambers may provide information about bills and their status or history to the public via
kiosks. Table 27 illustrates where information kiosks are used.

Considerations
When a legislative chamber considers changing its voting system, displays or information kiosks, there
are several issues to consider.

Number of legislators

Historic status of the capitol or chamber

Size of the capitol or chamber

Benefits and detriments to the legislative process
Cost

& & 8 @

In Closing
Finally, I want to commend you for taking the time to consider your legislature and its processes. The
vitality of government flourishes when public officials continually review the institutions that they serve.
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Table 1. Sizes of State Legislatures

State Total Size Rank* Senate Rank* House Rank*
Alabama 140 24 35 16 105 16
Alaska 60 39 20 25 40 30
Arizona a0 35 30 20 60 26
Arkansas 135 26 35 16 100 18
California 120 29 40 12 80 22
Colorado 100 34 35 16 65 25
Connecticut 187 9 36 15 161 6
Delaware 62 38 21 24 4 29
Florida 160 17 40 12 120 13
Georgia 236 3 56 4 180 3
Hawaii 76 36 25 22 51 27
idaho 105 32 35 16 70 24
lilinois 177 13 59 3 118 14
tndiana 150 18 50 6 100 18
lowa 150 18 50 6 100 18
Kansas 165 16 - 40 12 125 10
Kentucky 138 25 . 38 14 100 18
Louisiana 144 22 39 13 105 16
Maine 186 10 35 16 151 6
Maryland 188 8 47 9 141 8
Massachusetts 200 6 40 12 160 5
Michigan 148 20 38 14 110 15
Minnesota 201 5 67 1 134 9
Mississippi 174 14 52 5 122 12
Missouri 197 7 34 17 163 4
Montana 150 18 50 6 100 18
Nebraska 49 40 49 7 NA NA
Nevada 63 37 21 24 42 28
New Hampshire 424 1 24 23 400 1
New Jersey 120 29 40 12 80 22
New Mexico 112 31 42 11 70 24
New York 212 4 62 2 150 7
MNorth Carclina 170 15 50 B 120 13
North Dakota 141 23 47 9 94 21
Ohio 132 28 33 18 99 19
Oklahoma 149 19 48 8 101 17
Oregon 90 35 30 20 60 26
Pennsylvania 253 2 50 6 203 2
Rhode Island 113 30 38 14 75 23
South Carolina 170 15 46 10 124 11
South Dakota 105 32 35 16 70 24
Tennessee 132 28 33 18 99 19
Texas 181 11 31 19 150 7
Utah 104 33 29 21 75 23
Vermont 180 12 30 20 150 7
Virginia 140 24 40 12 100 18
Washington 147 21 49 7 98 20
West Virginia 134 27 34 17 100 18
Wisconsin 132 28 33 18 99 19
Wyoming 90 35 30 20 60 26
Total 7382 1971 5411

Average size: Senate = 39 members; House = 110 members
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Table 2. Responses to the Survey on Voling Systems and Their Usage

As of 6/16/08

State

Senate

House

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

]

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Hlinois

Indiana

Towa

Kansas

Kentuclky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nehraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon
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Table 2. Responses to the Survey on Voting Systems and Their Usage,

cont'd.

State

Senate

House

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

Partial

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

Key:
e = A survey was returned.

NA = Not applicable. The Nebraska Legislature is unicameral.

Partial = A survey that was only partially completed was returned.

Tables 2-27 updated June 10, 2008



Table 3. Type of Voting System Used

Type 1--electronic: A system which provides some type of electronic touch pad, buttons, or computer

allowing legislators to enter their own votes into the system.

Type 2--combination: A computerized system which allows the clerk {or someone at the desk) to call
the roll and enter the vote into the system via a touch screen, etc.

Type 3--manual: Manual system where the clerk (or someone at the desk) calls the roll, indicates
each member's vote on a score sheet, and manually tabulates the final vote count.

The following chambers use Type 1.
Alabama House
Alaska Senate and House
Arizona House
Arkansas House
Colorado House
Connecticut Senate and House
Florida Senate and House
Georgia Senate
Idaho House
Ilinois Senate and House
Indiana Senate
Kansas House
Kentucky House
Louisiana House
Maryland House (1)
Massachusetts House
Michigan House
Minnesota Senate and House
Mississippi House
Montana Senate and House

The following chambers use Type 2.

Alabama Senate

Arkansas Senate

California Senate

Colorado Senate

Delaware Senate and House
Kansas Senate

Kentucky Senate

Ohio Senate

The following chambers use Type 3.

Hawaii Senate and House
Idaho Senate (2)
Massachusetts Senate
Mississippi Senate
Missouri Senate

Nebraska Unicameral (1)
Nevada Senate and Assembly
New Hampshire House

New Jersey Senate

New Mexico House

New York Assembly

North Carolina House

Ohio House

Oklahoma House

Oregon House

Pennsylvania House

Rhode Island House

South Carolina House

South Dakota House
Tennessee Senate

Texas House

Utah House

Virginia Senate and House (1)
West Virginia House

Oregon Senate
Pennsylvania Senate

South Dakota Senate

Texas Senate

Utah Senate

Washington Senate
Wisconsin Senate

Wyoming Senate and House

New Mexico Senate (3)
New York Senate

South Carolina Senate (4)
Vermont Senate and House
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Table 3. Type of Voling System Used, cont'd.

Notes:

1.

Maryland House, Nebraska Unicameral and Virginia House. These chambers reported that their
electronic voting system provides the option for the clerk to call the roll and enter the members' votes
into the system.

Idaho Senate: A back-up roll call is taken electronically. This back-up roll call can be pulled
electronically into the journal; and Legislative Services pulls the roll call into their Weekly Bill Status.
New Mexico Senate. The Senate also has a system connected to the electronic board on which we
reconstruct roll call sheets, where the operator is keying in the votes as the clerk is calling the roll and
which is used for verification ptirposes.

South Carolina Senate. The South Carolina Senate uses a manual system; however, a macro written
into Microsoft Word allows the journal clerk to electronically record the votes as the roll is called. The
macro automatically totals the votes and formats the roll call vote for the journal.
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Table 4. When the First Voting System Was Installed

Siate Senate House
Alabama 1985 ~1945-46
Alaska ~1068-69 ~1968-69
Arizona 1989 ~1962-63
Arkansas 2001 ~1052-53
California 1987 1935
Colorado 2001 1975
Connecticut 1974 1956
Delaware 1993
Florida 1066 1939
Georgia 1974 ~1958-59
Hawaii NA NA
Idaho NA ~1968-69
Ilinois ~1976 - 1947
Indiana ~1952-53 ~1952-53
Towa 19753 ~1941-42
Kansas 2001 1955
Kentucky 1998 ~1960-61
Louisiana ~1045-46 19308
Maine 1996 1966
Maryland 1971 ~1052-53
Massachusetts NA 1964
Michigan 1977 ~1941-42
Minnesota ~1056-57 1939
Mississippi NA 1944
Missouri NA ~1052-53
Montana ~1068-69 ~1958-59
Nebraska ~1941-42 NA
Nevada 1973 1973
New Hampshire NA 1975
New Jersey ~1976 ~1052-53
New Mexico NA about 1980
New York NA 1965
North Carolina ~1076 1975
North Dakota ~1052-53 ~1052-53
Ohio ~1996 ~1956-57
Oklahoma ~1976 1972
Oregon 1991 1974
Pennsylvania 1994 1959
Rhode Island ~1979
South Carolina NA ~1976
South Dakota 19708 1979
Tennessee ~1958-59 ~1052~55
Texas 1993 1919
Utah 1992 at least 1971
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Table 4. When the First Voting System Was Installed, cont'd.

State Senate House
Vermont NA NA
Virginia 1930 1923
Washington 1994 ~1956-57
West Virginia 1977 1945
Wisconsin 1988 1917
Wyoming 1996 1996
Key:

NA -- Not applicable.

Sources of this data:

NCSL, survey of legislative clerks and secretaries, May 2008

NCSL, telephone calls to selected chambérs, June 2008
NCSL, Inside the Legislative Process, various editions from 1976-1996
CS8G, Book of the States, various editions from 1941-1968

10
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Table 5. Age of Current Electronic Voting System

State Senate House
Alabama 1988 1988 {for displays)
Alaska 1989 1989
Arizona 2001
Arkansas 2001 (1)
California 1987

Colorado 2001 1975
Connecticut 2003 1956
Delaware 1999
Florida 1976 2000
Georgia 1999

Hawaii NA NA
Idaho NA 2008
Hlinois 2005 - 2006
Indiana 2003

Towa

Kansas 2001 2008
Kentucky 1998 1978
Louisiana late 1990s
Maine

Marvland 1994
Massachusetts NA 1986
Michigan 2002
Minnesota 1980 1988
Mississippi NA 2004
Missouri NA

Montana 1995 about 1988
Nebraska 2001 NA
Nevada 1998 1996
New Hampshire NA about 1977
New Jersey 2004

New Mexico NA 2005
New York NA 1987
North Carolina 2000
North Dakota

Ohio 1996
Oklahoma Unknown
Oregon 1992 2001 {2)
Pennsylvania 1994 19973
Rhode Island 2003
South Carolina NA 1998
South Dakota 1973
Tennessee 2006

Texas 2006 1992
Utah 1992 2008

11
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Table 5. Age of Current Electronic Voting System, cont'd.

State Senate House
Vermont NA NA
Virginia 2007 1991
Washington (3)

West Virginia 1980s
Wisconsin 1998

Wyoming 1996 Unknown
Key:

NA -- Not applicable.

Notes:

1. Arkansas House. The computers, software and boards are almost two years old. The voting buttons
on members' desks are 16 years old. '

2. Oregon House. The boards are 33 years old.

3. Washington Senate. The current sofiware and associated display boards were installed in 1997.
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Table 6. If or When Current System Was Updated

Senate House
State Updated When Updated When
Alabama Yes 2000 Yes 2006
Alaska Yes 2003 Yes 2003
Arizona No
Arkansas No Yes 2000
California Yes 1995, 2000
Colorado No Yes 1985
Connecticut No Yes 1988, 2000
Delaware Yes (1)
Florida Yes 2000 No
Georgia Yes 2000
Hawaii NA NA
Idaho NA s No
Hlinois Yes < 20006 Yes 2006
Indiana No
Towa
Kansas Yes 2008 No
Kentucky No No
Louisiana No
Maine
Maryland Yes (2)
Massachusetts NA Yes (32)
Michigan Yes 2005
Minnesota Yes 1988, 16091, Yes (4)

1995, 1997

Mississippi NA Yes 2004
Missouri NA
Montana Yes (5) Yes (5)
Nebraska No
Nevada Yes 2002 Yes (6)
New Hampshire NA Yes 1988
New Jersey No
New Mexico NA No
New York NA Yes (7)
North Carolina Yes 2004
North Dakota
Ohio Yes 2005
Oklahoma Yes 2006
Oregon Yes 2006 Yes 2001

13
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Table 6. If or When Current System Was Updated, cont'd.

Senate House
State Updated When Updated When
Pennsylvania Yes 2006 Yes 1997, 2004
Rhode Island Yes 2003
South Carolina NA No
South Dakota Yes 1981, 2005
Tennessee No
Texas Yes 2008 (8) Yes 1999, 2006 (8)
Utah Yes 2008 No
Vermont NA NA
Virginia No Yes 2007 (9)
‘Washington Yes (10)
West Virginia Yes 19908
Wisconsin Yes -.(11)
Wyoming Yes o (12) Yes (12)
Notes:

1.

Delaware House. It is an in-house system and is updated constantly.

2. Maryland House. Minor updates have been made since the system was installed in 1994.

3. Massachusetts House. While there have been no major enhancements since its installation, the
capability for a running tally display on the rostrum was installed in 2006; and a new server was
installed in April 2008.

4. Minnesota House. In 1998, system was updated, and the program was changed to Java. In 2002, we
got new displays and added feed to television.

5. Montana Senate and House. The Senate and House systems have had software updates over the years
to maintain operational status. The most recent updates were in 2006.

6. Nevada Assembly. The system has been updated about three times, most recently in 2005 when the
code was rewritten.

2. New York Assembly. The system has had periodic software and hardware updates.

8. Texas Senate and House. In the Senate, software was updated in 2008; the hardware has not been
updated since the 2006 replacement. In 1999, the Texas House switched to a new voting software,
which used previous desk plates and wiring; in 2006, some wiring was rerouted and a new vote
information display board was installed.

9. Virginia House. The committee voting system was installed in one committee room prior to the 2007
regular session, and a pilot project was conducted using five of the 14 standing committees. The
program was expanded to include installation in two additional committee rooms prior to the 2008
regular session; ten of the 14 standing committees routinely used the electronic voting system.

10. Washington Senate. The system has been tweaked over time,

11. Wisconsin Senate. Since it was installed, the system has been updated several times by our in-house
technology department. The Wisconsin Legislature bought the source code from Daktronics when the
system was first installed.

12. Wyoming Senate and House. Over the years, the Senate and House systems have been updated by in-

house IT staff.

14
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Table 7. Upcoming Updates to the Voting System

The following chambers are not planning any updates soon.

Alabama Senate New Hampshire House
Alaska Senate and House New Jersey Senate
Arizona House New Mexico House
Arkansas House North Carolina House
Delaware House Pennsylvania Senate and House
Florida Senate South Carolina House
Tllinois House South Dakota House
Indiana Senate Tennessee Senate
Kansas House Texas Senate

Michigan House Utah Senate and House
Mississippi Senate and House Vermont House

Nevada Senate and Assembly

The following chambers are planning updates soon.

Alabama House Maryland House
Connecticut Senate and House Oklahoma House
Florida House Vermont Senate
Kansas Senate Wyoming House

Other responses

Arkansas Senate. The Senate plans to add a keypad style entry console for the chamber's Secretary.

California Senate. Yes, possibly during the 2009-10 regular session.

Colorado Senate and House. The Senate system will be updated for the 2009 legislative session. A new
voting system is 1o be installed in the House for the 20009 session.

Georgia Senate. We do not plan any major changes, but will tweak the system as we think of
improvements.

Idaho Senate. No changes until we move back into the remodeled/renovated capitol in 2010.

Idaho House. Our current laptop system was designed specifically for use during the two sessions that the
capitol is being renovated. We like it so much, however, that we may use it once the House
returns to the capitol for the 2010 session.

Ilinois Senate. Only minor software updates are planned.

Kentucky Senate. We currently are working on a new system for the clerk's office and may try to make
some small changes to the voting computer, if possible.

Kentucky House. No sure when it will occur, but we are considering a complete update to the system.

Louisiana House. We plan to update the system during the 2008-2009 interim.

Massachusetts House. We are looking into changing the display boards. A budget amendment has been
filed that would require smartcard or fingerprint recognition technology.

Minnesota Senate. We are planning to install a new International Roll-Call Corporation vote tally system
soon (hopefully, before the 2000 session).

Minnesota House. Updates are continuous.

Montana Senate and House. We plan to replace both Senate and House systems this year.

Nebraska Unicameral. We plan to replace monitors and servers.

New York Assembly. Ongoing upgrading of software is occurring.

15
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Table 7. Upcoming Updates to the Voting System, cont'd.

Other responses, cont'd.

Ohio House. Some controllers, page laptops and Speaker’s computer will be replaced.

Oregon Senate. More display boards are being added to show more information.

Oregon House. There is a possibly.

Rhode Island House. We plan a minor software update to correct a fault in the calendar list program.

Texas House. The House is investigating installing biometric remote voting stations in the back of the
chamber and in the members' lounge.

Virginia Senate. We are planning to integrate components with our journal system.

Virginia House. We are continually updating and evaluating the voting systems based on experiences,
needs and suggestions from each vear's session.

Washington Senate. We have a major update of software and associated board technology underway in
preparation for the 2009 session.

West Virginia House. We have contracted for new name displays and upgrades to the display boards.

Wisconsin Senate. We would like to add a display board of some sort.

Wyoming Senate. It is possible that an update will occur.
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Table 8. Major Elements of the Voting System

State

Voting stations may
individually

Legislators vote

individual desks

Legislators may
vole at voting

stations located at

the rear or sides of

the chamber

Votes are tallied

Other

Alabama

Alaska

=|mi be turned on/off

Arizona

Arkansas

o) from their

California

Colorado

==

Connecticut

=]

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

=

Wi | v WEE| W W electronieally

Hawaii

Idaho

Ilinois

Indiana

7. -0 Fus]

1 E= o

Iowa

Kansas

H1)

H (1)

Kentucky

Louisiana

un]

cnd fung b

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

ue] fes] jas] fua] fas

ue] Io=hfan] faelfav

uad f==] Just lastfun] i Juet =] 1)

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

sl i==1 [ 510~

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

anffur] fas

sl fau fuuf S50 pand Ivo] 13 Roo

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma
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jurd fa

mnd fas] Jaw
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Table 8. Major Elements of the Voting System, cont'd.

Legislators vote
individual desks
Legislators may
vote at voting
stations located at
the rear or sides of
t
Votes are tallied

W Win(m@ [T electronically
Other

individually
i (E|E] from their

State

Voting stations may
Tz| be turned on/off

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virginia B B
Washington
West Virginia
‘Wisconsin
Wyoming

-

us]fart vy

fap
=<1 [ 7] fani R0 I == ]

Note:
1. Kansas House. Voting stations are locked by the clerk when a member is excused for sickness,

legislative or personal reasons. Individual members cannot lock their own desks. If a member is
unable to reach his/her seat in order to vote, the member may request recognition from the Speaker
to have the clerk vote for him/her. The vote is announced by name and if yea or nay. This is noted on
the vote printout with an asterisk.
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Table 9. How Legislators Vote at Their Individual Desks

® i

2 g ‘BE: ¥
8z 8F8 | 2E |8 £z
c2g | SEf|EA |8 8%
RS |28 2om| 288 | 85,
SEL | 28af | S 88| 8889 2.8
38 | Jww | SES|Z2EIESE |,
niE | BPE | EHE|EwSIEEE |G
BY%C | BEE | BEE| BISd BEE |2

State S28 | 388|388 332938 1(¢8

Alabama H

Alaska B

Arizona

Arkansas H

California

Colorado H

Connecticut B

Delaware

Florida B

Georgia S

Hawaii

Idaho H

Tlinois B

Indiana S

JTowa

Kansas H

Kentucky H

Louisiana H

Maine

Maryland H

Massachusetts H

Michigan H

Minnesota B

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana B

Nebraska S

Nevada B

New Hampshire H

New Jersey S

New Mexico H

New York B H

North Carolina H

North Dakota

Chio H

Qlklahoma H

Oregon H H
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Table 9. How Legislators Vote at Their Individual Desks, cont'd.

ed buttons

finger print
using voice

technology

Legislators vote via
on their desks
Legislators vote
fusing personal
voting key cards
Legislators vote
using

Legislators voting
recognition
Qﬂﬁ"&fﬂl"ﬂ
Legislators vote on
a laptop or personal
computer

Other

State

Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
‘West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming

o= |wl=]| =] hard-

H (1)

o}

Note:
1. Virginia House. The Speak only has this option on the floor.
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Table 10. Options that Legislators Have When Voting

State

To vote aye

To vote present (or

indicate no
nociHan)

Not to vote at all

Other

Alabama

w=| another term to

=

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

|

Colorado

S

Connecticut

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

o w|wnisg|m =

|| || o | oo ot o e | TO VOLE mAY

Hawaii

Idaho

H(2)

Nlinois

Indiana

w|=|m

n|=|m

Towa

Kansas

S(3)

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Marvland

H(4)

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

o= [==] fuxf jas] jan) R Rand ] -] =)

=] 1oc] o] fani=n] M bund I=o I

=] [-] Jan] o)

Missouri

Montana

=

Nebraska

Nevada

o |

New Hampshire

H (5)

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

and Jun

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

== fuul tan] B fus] fead E-od 1) fue] [= oad 12

==] han Jai as] fuel 1o-1 I o fan] I-SRE S0 1
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Table 10. Options that Legislators Have When Voting, cont'd.

State

To vote aye

To vote nay

To vote present (or
another term to

indicate no

Not to vote at all

Other

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

ual }=n

anf I}

fan] Jow

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

L

Texas

Utah

Vermont

S(6)

Virginia

B(7)

H (7)

Washington

West Virginia

T |w{wim| DD

Tlunis|wiwidin|T

Wisconsin

Wyoming

on}

==}

Notes:

1. Colorado Senate. By rule, members may abstain from voting.

2. Idaho House. The chief clerk can add paired votes.

3. Kansas Senate. We can take votes 10 at a time. Senators only give their "no" votes and say "aye” on
the remainder. These are tabulated, and a summary of the 10 votes is available for the president.

Individual roll calls then print out.
Maryland House. A member may be excused for conflict of interest per House Rules.

+

5. New Hampshire House. In the House, a member may not vote only if he/she has declared a conflict

of interest,

6. Vermont Senate. Inthe Senate, a member may not vote only if he/she is absent from the chamber or
has a conflict of interest.

7. Virginia House. A member may vote abstention, which means they have a contlict of interest per
House Rule 69. A member may be challenged to vote if he or she is present and is not voting.
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Table 12, Distribution of Roll Call Votes

State

Roll call votes are

Internet in real

time

Roll call votes are
posted to the
posting time is

Internet, but
delaved

The public may
request vote

printouts from a

room in the capitol
or legislative

Other

Alabama

| posted to the

Alaska

estio]

Arizona

o

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

UJUGMCOUU

v=F Jund [/o0 ]

Delaware

Florida

==

Georgia

o

i

Hawaii

Idaho

Tlinois

Indiana

%] 1=-1 ]

w|w|m

TIowa

Kansas

Kentucky

(==} k==

Louisiana

jand l==k o=l

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

o

as] far

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

o=} fo=

jvud fos]

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

i

Nevada

New Hampshire

fang fos

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

fn] fauf |- -11 )

as] fud EY (2 Fed =11

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

H (1)

Tables 2-27 updated June 10, 2008



Table 11. Distribution of Roll Call Votes, cont'd.

2
3] M =
-8, l. %E
T g 0w’y § § 3 g
[ 2] )]
seg [552E | gESsd
%SB %Bg‘f,,.cﬁign”a
o g BEead EESTH
2 Ey S 2k BSEEY O
28 =% & N v &E 8
o ah ce=éd =FE e
State Z2EAZRERHEEAEES
Pennsylvania B H
Rhode Island H
South Carolina
South Dakota H H
Tennessee S -
Texas H S
Utah B B
Vermont H S
Virginia H(2) B B
Washington 5
West Virginia H H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming B B
Notes:

1. Oregon House. The roll-call votes posted to the Internet in real time are listed as unofficial.
2. Virginia House. Real time posting of floor votes (not committee votes) is provided for internal use by
members and staff via the chamber automation program.
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Table 12. Method Used to Establish Whether A Quorum Is Present

hand count, but use
of the elecironic
voliing system may
be requested
Always done by

Typically done by
| hand count

Electronic voting
all quorum counts

| system is used for
Other

State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii H
Idaho

Illinois
Indiana

Towa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachuseits
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada H S
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina H(4)
North Dakota
Ohio H
Oklahoma H(5)
Oregon S H (6)

fan

[¢5]

wn

S(1)

7] [=-] and Fand fusd fani

S(2)

7] far] Jaw

fand [=o]fardjan] [and g juof ] L)
]

|

S(3)
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Table 12. Method Used to Establish Whether A Quorum Is Present, cont'd.

1)
28] 8 B
ESE 258 |3
[=I-V I s = . [~ E =] o
| Q W b W oa oo
o= E e 0 i
= @ S 582% | 28
ﬂ -y E o o s ] % L 1-5 =)
cgc | ®oY 2| 23
888 | 2wifT| 7 3
E- | B5EEg 25 |2
State A £BEe| <8 e
Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island H
South Carolina
South Dakota H
Tennessee S
Texas S H H(7)
Utah H S
Vermont B
Virginia B
Washingion S
West Virginia H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming B
Notes:

1. Connecticut Senate. The Senate does not take quorum votes.

2. Illinois Senate. A quorum is assumed unless established otherwise.

3. New Mexico Senate. A quorttm count is always done by the clerk calling the roll.

4. North Carolina House. The voting equipment is used for a quorum call if it is not evident that a

quorum is present.
Oklahoma House. This is not a recorded vote.
Oregon House. The opening roll call of the membership is taken by the clerk calling the roll and the

oe

members responding. From then on, the members check in and out with the clerk prior to leaving the
floor. If someone leaves without checking through the clerk's desk, they are shown absent on the
votes. The clerk's staff also monitors the number of members on the floor to ensure a quorum is
present prior to a vote being taken.
7. Texas House. Most often, the question of a lack of a quorum arises when an electronic vote shows
such a lack. The vote may be verified by hand count or the electronic vote is accepted as showing a

lack of a quorum.
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Table 13. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments
During Committee of the Whole

State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona H
Arkansas -
California
Colorado B
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia S S(1)
Hawaii
Idaho H
Illinois
Indiana
Towa
Kansas B B H(2)
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi H S
Missouri
Montana H S S{4)
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York

North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

Oklahoma
Oregon B (6)

whole is not used as
T |9 a regular part of bill
processing on the
system for alf votes
system only if a roll
call is requested
vote or hand count
but a roll call can be
requested
Voice vote or hand
or standing count
for all votes

floor
Typically a voice

Committee of the
Electronic voting
Electronic voting

Other

o] pus

=sf fan] fuw

oy

w2
o

W

H (3)

ek purf javd |ax] B fard I
»

H H (5)
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Table 13. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments
During Committee of the Whole, cont'd.
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State OBy |H2S S2E | 258 |6
Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island B
South Carolina
South Dakota H .
Tennessee 5 4
Texas B
Utah B
Vermont B
Virginia B
Washington S
West Virginia H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming H S
Notes:

1. Georgia Senate. In the Senate, there are not recorded votes in the committee of the whole.

2. Kansas House. A division (a non-recorded vote for a quick tally) may be taken upon request of any
member following a voice vote that may not be clearly decisive.

3. Louisiana House. We use committee of the whole for the state budget bill; then the electronic voting
system is used for all votes.

4. Montana Senate. The presiding officer in the Senate tries to sense whether an electronic count is
needed. If not, he/she will call for a voice vote.

5. Nevada Assembly. The Assembly typically does not meet as a committee of the whole during the
regular session to take action on a bill. It does, however, meet as a committee of the whole during
special sessions.

6. Oregon Senate and House. Floor amendments are not allowed.
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Table 14. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments During Second

Reading

State

Electronie voting
system for all votes

Electronic voting

system only if a roll
call is requested

but a roll call ean be

vote or hand eonnt
requested
Voice vote or hand

Typieally a voice
count for all votes

Alabama

Alaska

=

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Lim

Colorado

H

Connecticut

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

mawmm

Idaho

H (4)

Tinois

Indiana

|

Towa

Kansas

Kentucky

H S(5)

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

w

Mississippi

pisd -~ fanf fxad fani

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

w | X

Nevada

New Hampshire

e

H H(6)

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

] Joad L7

North Carolina

H({

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

B (8)

29
Tables 2-27 updated June 10, 2008



Table 14. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments During Second

Reading,
cont'd.
g % = 2 T oy
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State 5% M58 |S2ET |28 |8
Pennsylvania H S
Rhode Island H
South Carolina .
South Dakota H 4
Tennessee S(g)
Texas S H
Utah B
Vermont B
Virginia B (10)
Washington S
West Virginia H H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming B (11)
Notes:

1. Alabama Senate. The Senate does not vote on amendments during second reading.

2. Arizona House. Amendments are not proposed on second reading.

3. Georgia Senate. The Senate has just started adopting most commiitee amendments and substitutes

by unanimous consent.

Idaho House. Floor amendments are not allowed.

Kentucky Senate. Amendments are only voted upon after the bill has had third reading and is posted

in the orders of the day.

6. New Hampshire House. Members may request a division vote, which also is taken electronically.

7. North Carolina House. The House Rules do not require that an electronic vote is taken on
amendments on second reading. An electronic vote is required for amendments offered after second
reading. Itis the practice of the House to use the electronic voting system on amendments to public
hills.

8. Oregon Senate and House. Floor amendments are not allowed.

9. Tennessee Senate, This is not applicable in the Senate.

10. Virginia Senate. In the Senate, Senate bills are amended on second reading; House bills are amended
on third reading,

11. Wyoming Senate. If an amendment directly increases or decreases an appropriation, a roll call vote is
required.

SRS
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Table 15. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments During Third

Reading

State

Amendments are
not allowed on

third or final

passage reading

Electronic voting
system for all votes

Electronic veting

system only if a roll
call is requested

but a roll eall can be

vote or hand count
requested

Typically a voice

Voice vote or hand
countt for all votes

Other

Alabama

==

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

e fan oo

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

Florida

witbim|vin

Georgia

S{1)

Hawaii

Idaho

H(2)

Ilinois

Indiana

TIowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

H(3)

Massachusetts

Michigan

as faw

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

o

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

an] I Ju =t faa] fas

Oklahoma

Oregon

B(4)
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Table 15. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments During Third

Reading,
cont'd.
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State 5S2% |55 (o558 |<tBE 258
Pennsylvania H S
Rhode Island H
South Carolina
South Dakota H*
Tennessee g
Texas S H
Utah B
Vermont B
Virginia H S(5)
Washington S
West Virginia H
Wisconsin [
‘Wyoming B (6)

Notes:

1. Georgia Senate. Amendments can only be considered upon the third reading of legislation.

2. Idaho House. Floor amendments are not allowed.

3, Maryland House. Amendments to House bills are not allowed on third reading. Amendments to
Senate bills are allowed on third reading; the votes typically are taken by voice vote or hand count, but
a roll call can be requested.

4. Oregon Senate and House. Floor amendments are not allowed.

5. Virginia Senate. Only House bills may be amended on third reading, and this typically is done by
voice vote or hand count, unless a roll call is requested. Electronic votes are taken for all final passage
votes.

6. Wyoming Senate. If an amendment directly increases or decreases an appropriation, a roll call vote is

required
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Table 16. Method Used to Vote on Procedural Motions Directly Relating to

A Bill

During Floor Debate

State

Electronic voting
system for all votes

Electronic voting

call is requested

Typically a voice
vote or hand count
requested

Veice vote or hand
count for all votes

Other

Alabama

| system only if a roll

| but a roll call can be

Alaska

=

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

] R funf o

H(1)

Connecticut

=] fa

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

%] Jasi

Hawaii

Idaho

Tlinois

Indiana

mim|mititkim|m

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

|

Louisiana

an] fasi

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

=T [z

Missouri

Montana

w2

Nebraska

L] fant

Nevada

New Hampshire

T

H(2)

New Jersey

New Mexico

4] [4p unl | o=}

New York

North Carolina

H({3)

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Qregon

o] farf fan

H(4)
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Table 16. Method Used to Vote on Procedural Motions Directly Relating to

A Bill

During Floor Debate, cont'd.

State

ronic voting

Ele

system for all votes

Electronie voting

call is requested

vote or hand count
but a roll call can be

requested
count for zll votes

Typically a voice
Voice vote or hand

Other

Pennsylvania

| system only if a roll

Rhode Island

e Ja

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

n|witd | on
[#3

West Virginia

‘Wisconsin

Wyoming

== 34)]

Notes:

1. Colorado House. This varies for certain motions. For the motion to lay over, an electronic vote is
taken only if requested. A vote on the motion to refer or rerefer is taken electronically. No electronic
votes are taken if such motions oceur during second reading in committee of the whole.

2. New Hampshire House. Members may request a division vote, which also is taken electronically.

3. North Carolina House, All motions to lay public bills on the table and all motions to postpone public
bills indefinitely require use of the electronic voting system.

4. Oregon House. Typically, the electronic voting system is used for most votes; however, a motion to
close debate usually is by voice vote.

5. Wryoming Senate and House. In both chambers, this is the general practice; by rule, a roll-call vote is
required for certain procedures.
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Table 17. Method Used to Vote on Motions that May Result in Final Action

During Floor Debate
N T
£S Bl gif |22
$5 |3%F |%az &2
0 b e = « g O oy o =
28 |28 | 2<e22 |85
° o SEg™ | Raihb » =
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8% |8%= | RZ<E | g5 5
State S5 |S53 |2BEF |28 |
Alabama H
Alaska B
Arizona I
Arkansas = H{)
California S g
Colorado H 5
Connecticut S H
Delaware H
Florida H S
Georgia S
Hawaii H
Idaho H
IHinois B
Indiana S
Towa
Kansas B
Kentucky B
Louisiana H
Maine
Maryland H
Massachusetts H ] H(2)
Michigan H
Minnesota H S S
Mississippi H S
Missouri
Montana B
Nebraska S
Nevada S B
New Hampshire H H H(3)
New Jersey S
New Mexico H S
New York H
North Carolina H(4)
North Dakota
Ohio H
Oklahoma H H(5)
Oregon B
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Table 17. Method Used to Vote on Motions that May Result in Final Action
During Floor Debate, cont'd.
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State 5% |S5% |Z8EE |28 |8
Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island H
South Carolina
South Dakota H .
Tennessee S ‘
Texas B
Utah S H
Vermont B (6)
Virginia B(7)
Washington S
West Virginia H(B)
Wisconsin 8
Wyoming S H{9)
Notes:

1.

Arkansas House. Votes related to final passage--e.g., concur in Senate amendments or override the
governor's veto--are voled electronically. Procedural motions may be voice votes or voled
electronically.

Massachusetts House. A roll call is required on veto overrides. In addition, the Constitution requires
roll call votes on certain bills when they are placed before the House and Senate for final enactment.
New Hampshire House. Members may request a division vote, which also is taken electronically.
Velo overrides always are done by electronic roll call as required by New Hampshire Constitution Part
11, Article 44.

North Carolina House. All motions to lay public bills on the table and all motions to postpone public
bills indefinitely require use of the electronic voting system. All conference reports require an
electronic vote.

Oklahoma House, A veto override would require a recorded vote, but the other examples would be
voice votes.

Vermont Senate. The roll must be called for veto override questions and amendments to the state
constitution.

Virginia House. In the House, if final action is determined by a procedural motion, a voice vote would
apply, unless the one-fifth of the body requests a recorded vote.

West Virginia House. The vote mechanism depends upon the motion under consideration. Passage
of bills requires a roll call. Overrides require a roll call. Incidental motions may be by voice vote or, if
requested, roll call.

Wyoming House. This is the general practice; by rule, a roll-call vote is required for certain
procedures
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Table 18. Method Used to Vote on Procedural Motions that Do Not Relate
to a Specific Bill During Floor Debate

State

Electronic voiing
system for all votes

Electronic voting

call is requested

Typically a voice
vote or hand count
requested

Voice vote or hand
count for all votes

Other

Alabama

| system only if a roll

“ but a roll call ean be

Alaska

=~

Arizona

Arkansas

California

LT

Colorado

Connecticut

=] Jusi

Delaware

Florida

Georgia

w |

Hawaii

Idaho

Tlinois

=] fan] fuat {a] (o] asi

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Kentucky

w
2] =8

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

w2

Mississippi

an] fo-Rhan] fun

[0}

Missouri

Montana

==}

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

[7e1177] furf Lo~}

New York

North Carolina

uy

North Dakota

Ohio

Oldahoma

H{1)

Oregon
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Table 18. Method Used to Vote on Procedural Motions that Do Not Relate
to a Specific Bill During Floor Debate, cont'd.
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Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island H
South Carolina
South Dakota H
Tennessee S
Texas B
Utah H S
Vermont B
Virginia B
Washington 5
West Virginia H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming B
Note:

1. Oklahoma House. This typically is done by a motion without objection by the floor leader.
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Table 19. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments
During A Commitiee Meeling

system only if a roll
call is requested
Hand recorded roil

calls for all votes
Hand recorded roll

1| eall but only if a
vote or hand count

system for all votes
@1 but a roll call may

be requested

count for all votes

Electronic voting
Typically a voice

Electronic voting
roll call is
reguested

State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas - H
California 1 8(2)
Colorado B
Connecticut H 5
Delaware H(3)
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii H
Idaho
Tllinois
Indiana S
Towa
Kansas
Kentucky H
Louisiana H
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts H S
Michigan H
Minnesoia B S
Mississippi B
Missouri
Montana B
Nebraska
Nevada H S
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina H
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon H

Voice vote or hand

w
s

o

o |

H (4)

n|=

[#2]

unf purd [ ] fon
)

=
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Table 19. Method Used to Vote on Proposed Amendments

During A Committee Meeting, cont'd.
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state 3% |52 8% |S535 £&%E: 253
Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island H
South Carolina
South Dakota 5 H
Tennessee i S
Texas H S
Utah S H
Vermont S(5) H S
Virginia B (6)
Washington 5
West Virginia H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming B

Notes:

1. Alabama Senate. All final actions of a committee are taken by roll call.

2. California Senate. All standing committee votes are taken by hand during committee. After
adjournment of comumittee, votes are reconciled by committee staff, and the committee assistant
records the vote in a data base program called Committee Actions. Upon completion of the
reconciling and posting the votes in Committee Actions, the committee assistant brings the proper
paperwork to the Senate Desk and then releases the results posted in Committee Actions to the
network.

3. Delaware House. House standing committees can only recommend amendments. All votes are taken
on the floor during session.

4. Kansas House. An individual member may request that his/her vote be recorded even if others are
not.

5. Vermont Senate. This occurs in some committees.

6. Virginia Senate and House. The Senate does not use electronic voting in committee. In the House,

the committee chair or one-fifth of the committee members may request a recorded vote.
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Table 20. Method Used to Vote on Procedural Motions During A
Commitiee Meeting

system for all voles
system only if a roll
call is requested
Hand recorded roll
calls for all votes
Hand recorded roll

| eall but onlyifa
vote or hand count

Electronic voting
Electronic voting
roll call is
anacaioctad
Typieally a voice
but a roll call may
be requested
Voice vote or hand
count for all votes

Other

State

Alabama
Alagka
Arizona
Arkansas - H
California 1 S(1)
Colorado B
Connecticut H
Delaware H
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Nlinois H
Indiana 8
Towa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetis H S
Michigan H
Minnesota S
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana B
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey S

New Mexico H S S
New York H

North Carolina H (2)
North Dakota
Ohio H
Olklahoma H
Oregon H S H H(3)
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Table 20. Method Used to Vote on Procedural Motions Buring A Committee
Meeting,
cont'd.

system for all votes
system only if a roll
call is requested
Hand recorded roll
calls for all votes
Hand recorded roll
call butonlyifa
roll eall is

yorsrnotkard
vote or hand ecount

but a roll call may

Elecironic voting
Electronic voting
Typically a voice
be requested
Voice vote or hand
count for all votes

Other

State

X

Penngylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina -
South Dakota g H
Tennessee
Texas

Utah S
Vermont H
Virginia B (5)
Washington
West Virginia H
‘Wisconsin S
Wyoming B

fen] 1)

thi~|tinimbih| o

Notes:

1. California Senate. All standing committee votes are taken by hand during committee. After
adjournment of committee, votes are reconciled by committee staff, and the committee assistant
records the vote in a data base program called Committee Actions, Upon corpletion of the
reconciling and posting the votes in Committee Actions, the committee assistant brings the proper
paperwork to the Senate Desk and then releases the results posted in Committee Actions to the
network.

2. North Carolina House. Committees cannot table a bill in the North Carolina House. Amendments
may be tabled in committee; such action typically would be by voice vote, unless a roll call vote was
requested.

3. Oregon House. The committee clerk calls the roll, and each member responds either "aye” or "nay,’
or the committee chair may call for a voice vote.

4. Vermont Senate. This occurs in some committees.

5. Virginia Senate and House. The Senate does not use electronic voting in committee. In the House,
the committee chair or one-fifth of the committee members may request a recorded vote.
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Table 21. Method Used to Take A Final Vote on A Bill During A Committee
Meeting

system only if a roll
call is requested
Hand recorded roll

| calls for all votes
Hand recorded roll

| call butonlyifa
vote or hand count

Electronic voting
system for all votes
Electrouic voting
roll call is
eooryactad
Typically a voice
%= but a roll call may
be requested
Voice vote or hand
count for all votes

Other

State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona H
Arkansas - H
California “J S(1)
Colorado B
Connecticut S H
Delaware H
Florida B
Georgia S
Hawaii H
Idaho H
Ilinois S H

Indiana )

Towa
Kansas H S
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts H S
Michigan H
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana B
Nebraska
Nevada H S
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York

North Carolina K
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon

jasg ko=

5(2)

o |

wn

jun] fas} [4] fas!
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H (3)

== fan] Fas!

H (4)
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Table 21. Method Used to Take A Final Vote on A Bill During A Committee

Meeting,
cont'd.
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Pennsylvania B
Rhode Island H
South Carolina -
South Dakota H
Tennessee S
Texas B
Utah H
Vermont S H
Virginia H(5) S
Washington S
West Virginia H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming B
Notes:

1. California Senate. All standing committee votes are taken by hand during committee. After
adjournment of committee, votes are reconciled by committee staff, and the committee assistant
records the vote in a data base program called Committee Actions. Upon completion of the
reconciling and posting the votes in Committee Actions, the committee assistant brings the proper
paperwork to the Senate Desk and then releases the results posted in Committee Actions to the
network.

2. Minnesota Senate. The vote is taken by voice vote or, if requested, a hand recorded roll-call.

3. Ohio House. Members’ votes are taken by roll call, but the members must actually sign the
committee report for the vote to be official. If the member leaves without signing the report, it is as if
he/she did not vote, regardless of the roll call.

4. Oregon House. The committee clerk calls the roll, and each member responds "aye" or "nay.” The
vote becomes part of the official record.

5. Virginia House. Presently, only 10 of the 14 standing committees use the electronic voting system. A
recorded vote is required on any motion to report a bill from a standing committee. A voice vote is
permitted on any other motion, unless the committee chair or one-fifth of the committee members
direct a recorded vote.
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Table 22, How Long A Roll Call Vote Remains Open

State Senate House
Alabama 3-4 minutes 30 seconds
Alaska Determined by the Determined by the
presiding officer presiding officer
Arizona (1)
Arkansas Long enough for
members to reasonably
vote at their desks
California Determined by the
presiding officer
Colorado Only long enough to log 8-15 seconds
votes
Connecticut 3-4 minufes 1-5 minutes
Delaware i Long enough to record
L votes and vote changes
Florida Less than 1 minute 60 seconds
Georgia 60 seconds
Hawaii
Idaho Less than 1 minute
Tlinois 5-10 seconds
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas Up to 15 minutes Determined by the
presiding officer
Kentucky Determined by the 15-30 seconds
presiding officer
Louisiana Less than 30 seconds
Maine
Maryland 10 seconds to hours
Massachusetis (2)
Michigan Determined by the
presiding officer
Minnesota Typically 1-2 minutes Several minutes
Mississippi (3) Determined by the
presiding officer
Missouri
Montana 30 seconds 30 seconds
Nebraska Less than 1 minute NA
Nevada Less than 1 minute
New Hampshire 30 seconds
New Jersey Determined by the
presiding officer
New Mexico 30 seconds
New York Not less than 1 minute
North Carolina 10-15 seconds
North Dakota
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Table 22. How Long A Roll Call Vote Remains Open, cont'd.

State Senate House
Qhio 5-i0 seconds
Oklahoma 2 minutes
Oregon Determined by the 30 seconds
presiding officer
Pennsylvania 5-1¢ minutes 30 seconds
Rhode Island 10-15 seconds
South Carolina
South Dakota Until all members have
voted or been excused
from voting
Tennessee 15-20 seconds
Texas {4) 1-2 minutes
Utah (5) Less than 5 minutes
Vermont
Virginia About 5 seconds {6)
Washington Determined by the
presiding officer
Wesi Virginia 20 seconds or less
‘Wisconsin Determined by the
presiding officer
Wryoming Up to 1 minute {7)
Notes:

1.

Arizona House. Pursuant to House Rule, the chair determines when sufficient time has been afforded
the members to vote. It usually is only one or two minutes, unless a number of members wish to
explain their votes. Pursuant to House Rule, each member has the privilege of explaining his/her
vote; the explanation cannot exceed five minutes.

2, Massachusetts House. Per House rule, the machine may be open between two and 22 minutes;
typically, voting takes two to four minutes.

3. Mississippi Senate. When a roll call is taken manually, the vote is final after the presiding officer
announces the vote. If a measure is passed "on the morning/afternoon call,” then a member arriving
late (before the morning/afternoon roll call was actually made) may be counted as voting based on a
measure being adopted/passed "by the morning/afternoon roll call.”

4. Texas Senate. The vote remains open until the Senate secretary has a response from all the members
present.

5. Utah Senate. The vote remains open until the last name is called. If a senator comes in soon after the
vote is closed, he/she may ask leave of the body to have his/her vole recorded.

6. Virginia House. On the floor, this at the discretion of the speaker--usually about five seconds. In
committee, this is at the committee chair’s discretion--usually 30 seconds to one minute,

7. Wyoming House. The vote is open as long as it takes to call the roll and then announce twice that the

vote is being closed.
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Table 23. Who Is Allowed to Press Vote Buttons at A Legislator's Desk

State Senate House

Alabama NA Only legislators

Alaska The member assigned to that desk | The member assigned to that desk

Arizona The member assigned to that desk
(1)

Arkansas NA Only legislators

California NA

Colorado NA The member assigned to that desk

Connecticut The member assigned to that desk

Delaware NA NA

Florida {2) {2)

Georgia The member assigned to that desk

Hawaii NA NA

Idaho NA (3)

Hlinois The member assigned to that desk {4)

Indiana The member assigned to that desk

Towa

Kansas NA The member assigned to that desk

Kentucky NA (5)

Louisiana Members of the House

Maine

Maryland The member assigned to that desk

Massachusetts NA (6)

Michigan The member assigned to that desk

Minnesota The member assigned to that desk Members only

Mississippi NA The member assigned {o that desk

Missouri NA

Montana The member assigned to that desk | The member assigned to that desk

Nebraska The member assigned to that desk NA

Nevada The member assigned to that desk | The member assigned to that desk

New Hampshire NA The member assigned to that desk

New Jersey Only senators

New Mexico NA The member assigned to that desk

New York NA "The member assigned to that desk

North Carolina The member assigned to that desk

North Dakota

Ohio The member assigned to that desk

Oklahoma ()

Oregon NA The member assigned to that desk

Pennsylvania NA The member assigned to that desk

Rhode Island Legislators only

South Carolina

South Dakota NA The member assigned to that desk
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Table 23. Who Is Allowed to Press Vote Buttons at A Legislator's Desk,

cont'd.

State Senate House
Tennessee Legislators only

Texas NA (8)

Utah NA The member assigned to that desk
Vermont NA NA
Virginia The member or his/her desk mate (9)
Washingion NA

West Virginia Legislators only
Wisconsin NA

Wyoming NA NA
Notes: -

1.

Arizona House, Pursuant to House Rule 14, no member is permitted to voie unless present in person;
no member may vote for another; and when a roll call vote is ordered, no member may leave their
seat until the vote is declared.

Florida Senate and House. In the Senate, the member assigned to that desk or another member upon
the request of the member assigned to the desk. In the House, the member assigned to that desk or
another member upon the request of the member assigned to that desk who must be present in the
chamber.

Idaho House. The member assigned to that desk or the member's appointed stand-in. The chief clerk
can place the vote from the clerk's computer if there is a technical problem.

Ilinois House. The members by rule, although staff sometimes assist.

Kentucky House. The member assigned to that desk or a seat mate if the member assigned to that
desk is returning to his/her seat and signals his/her seat mate to vote up or down.

Massachusetts House. The member assigned to that desk or, in the case of a member who is in the
State House but has a physical problem that would make it difficult to get to the chamber, a court
officer may be assigned to vote for that member per House Rule 49,

Oklahoma House. The member assigned to that desk or another member upon the request of the
member assigned to that desk who is present in the chamber.

Texas House. Members are supposed to vote from their own desks and, by House rule, are prohibited
from voting for each other.

Virginia House. On the floor and in committee, a member must vote from his/her designated seat.
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Table 24. When A Legislator Can Change A Vote

announeces the final

vote count
announces the final

change a vote after
vole connt

A legislator may not
it has been cast

A vote may be
changed up to the
time that the
presiding officer

A vote may be
changed after the
presiding officer

Other

State

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas H
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida B H(2)
Georgia 5(3)
Hawaii
Idaho
Hlinois
Indiana S
Towa
Kansas 5(s)
Kentucky B (6)
Louisiana H B H{7)
Maine
Maryland H (8)
Magsachusetts B(9)
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana B B (10}
Nebraska S
Nevada B B(11)
New Hampshire H H (12)
New Jersey S
New Mexico B
New York H H{(13)
North Carolina H (14)
North Dakota
Ohio H H (15)
Oklahoma H
Oregon B B (16)
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Table 24. When A Legislator Can Change A Vote, cont'd.
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State 5% |258858 (25858 S
Pennsylvania H S
Rhode Island H H (17)
South Carolina
South Daketa H
Tennessee S - S
Texas ’ H (18) S(18)
Utah B S (19)
Vermont H
Virginia B H(=20)
Washington S
West Virginia H (21)
Wisconsin S S (22)
Wyoming B

Notes:

1. Colorado House. A member cannot change his or her vote once the speaker closes the vote.

2. Florida House. Members may go into the system, change their votes and add explanations that are
published in the journal. This does not change the original vote.

3. Georgia Senate. The member can change his/her vote until the voting system is locked (about 60
seconds). After that, a member may submit in writing that he/she voted in error. The note goes into
the journal, but the original roll call is not altered and the vote cutcome is never changed.

4. Illinois Senate. Voting is open until the presiding officer directs the Senate secretary to "take the
record;” votes can be changed until that point.

5. Kansas Senate. By rule, unanimous consent of the body is required to change a vote after the roll call
has been closed.

6. Kentucky Senate and House. Senators may vote after the fact or change a vote later via the "vote
modification sheet." The Senate produces a "vote modification” sheet on each day that it is necessary.
Although the vote modification sheet does not change the official roll call nor does it affect the
outcome of the bill, it is posted online each day in a separate location from the roll call sheets and it is
listed in the journal. In the House, there is no time limit when a member may record a vote change as
long as the body is in session.

7. Louisiana House. A change to a vote requested on the same legislative day as the day on which the

vote was cast is granted by the House as a courtesy. After the day of the vote, to record a change in a
vote would require the member to request that the House Rules be suspended.
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Table 24. When A Legislator Can Change A Vote, cont'd.

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

Maryland House. After the presiding officer announces the final vote count, a vote change cannot
affect the final outcome.

Massachusetts Senate and House. Members may change their votes until the roll call is closed by the
presiding officer.

Montana Senate and House. Without objection from other members, a vote can be changed after the
floor session. This usually meets with no objection unless it changes the vote outcome,

Nevada Senate and Assembly. In the Senate, once the presiding officer requests that the vote be
closed, changes to votes are not recorded. In the Assembly, a member may change his/her vote at any
time before the announcement of the vote if the voting is by voice or at any time before the votes are
electronically recorded if the voting is conducted electronically.

New Hampshire House. After the buzzer sounds at the end of 30 seconds, a member may fill out a
request that he/she "voted aye and meant to vote nay" (or vice versa) and have that notation printed
in the journal. This does not affect the vote count.

New York Assembly. Assembly Rule allows-the recording of votes within 15 minutes after the results
have been announced when such vote ddes not change the final result and such member has been
previously recorded on a roll call on a bill that day.

North Carolina House. Typically, any changes are made within a few minutes of the voie being cast.
Once the House adjourns for the day, no changes are made unless the member makes a motion the
next day for consent of the House to be recorded differently. No changes are made if it affects the
outcome of the bill.

Ohio House. The only way to change a vote is through a motion to reconsider.

Oregon Senate and House. In the Senate, members may request unanimous consent to change their
votes after the gavel falls. In the House, upon the request of the opposite party's leadership, a
member may be granted a rule suspension to permit him/her to chair his/her vote before the
adjournment of that day's floor session.

Rhode Island House. A legislator may change his/her vote at any time if 1) it does not change the
final outcome of the vote and 2) with the leave of the body.

Texas Senate and House. In the Senate, for the vote to count, it must be changed before the final vote
is announced; if the change will not affect the outcome of the final vote, a member is allowed to
change his/her vote anytime during that day's session. In the House, a legislator must have
unanimous consent to change his or her vote, and it cannot change the original outcome of the
motion; rarely is a member recognized for this purpose.

Utah Senate. If the body gives permission, a legislator may change his vote after the presiding officer
has announced the final vote count.
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Table 24. When A Legislator Can Change A Vote, cont'd.

20. Virginia House. On the floor, a member may submit a "vote statement" after a vote is closed,

21,

22,

announced and final. This statement does not change the vote, but merely reflects the member's
intent fo either correct an incorrect vote previously cast or to cast a vote that was missed. Unless
leave is granted, the member has until 9:00 a.m. the next legislative day to submit a vote statement to
the journal clerk. Ifleave is granted, the member may submit a vote statement for votes missed
within three business days.

The procedure for missed committee votes is as follows:

Any member who misses a committee vote and wishes to have their vote recorded may do so provided
their vote does not change the outcome. Members must record their votes in the physical presence of
the committee clerk unless the Speaker has granted special leave. Committee clerks will not accept
votes over the phone or by email.

If a member is unable to record his vote because the vote would change the outcome, the member
may abstain.

For any morning committee meeting, voting rolls will close at 12:30 p.m. and the responsible
committee clerk will come to the Chamber during the morning hour to provide members the
opportunity to be recorded on any missed votes.

For any afternoon committee meeting, the rolls will close at 5:30 p.m. unless the meeting adjourns
after 5:30 p.m. in which case the rolls will close 30 minutes after adjournment of the meeting.

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 7 of the Constitution of Virginia relating to the right of each house to
settle its own rules of procedure, all committee votes shall be unofficial records and not available to
the public until such time as all members of the committee have an opportunity to vote pursuant to
House procedures for missed committee votes. Once the voting rolls close, only the final committee
vote shall be communicated to the Clerk of the House pursuant to Rule 18(c ), released to the
Legislative Information System (LIS) or otherwise be made available.

Committee clerks will not attempt to track down members. The burden is on the member to track
down the clerk.
West Virginia House. Votes may only be changed with the consent of the House, as the result is
announced, and only if an error occurred. Merely changing one's mind is not grounds for changing a
vote.
Wisconsin Senate. Senate Rule 73m states:
(1) A member who does not vote during a roll call on a proposal may request unanimous consent to
have his or her vote included in that roll after the roll is closed, if all of the following apply:

(a) The request does not interrupt another roll call.

(b) The request is made no later than immediately following the close of the next occurring roll
call.

{¢) The member's vote, if included, will not change the result of the roll call.
(2) I sub. (1) precludes a member from making a request or if the request is objected to, the member
may request unanimous consent to have the journal reflect how the member would have voted had he
or she been in his or her seat when the roll call was taken. A member may not interrupt a roll call to
make a request under this subsection.

53
Tables 2-27 updated June 10, 2008



Table 25. Type(s) of Display Board(s)

State

3

There is no display

board in the

Type of display board

Projection screen

Plasma sereen

Video monitor

Disappear or blend

into chamber
background when

not in use
Other

Alabama

[#5]

Alaska

o | Hard-wired display

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

o=Fkan] 175% tor]

Delaware

Florida

=

Georgia

tn

Hawaii

Idaho

H (1)

Minois

Indiana

Towa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

=] ==d fang fund =] B o R e

Missouri

S(2)

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

un fangfeatfan faag Iad (=)

North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

==} Jua] Jai
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Table 25. Type(s) of Display Board(s), cont'd.

Type of display board

4] gl T =

B || % |8 - -

9.0 |5 |8 |8 |£ |582

8 = T g = g -

R = @ e & 5 5 2

4 5 E g o g & = 28

221 le |2 |8 |8 |5925 |5

28 18 (£ |8 |2 |£8%s |E
State E 84 | =2 ¥ A > a8s8g | O
Pennsylvania S H
Rhode Island H
South Carolina
South Dakota H -
Tennessee S S
Texas B
Utah S H S(3)
Vermont B
Virginia B H{4) | H{4) H H (1)
Washington S(5)
West Virginia H H
Wisconsin S
Wyoming B

Notes:

1. Idaho House. Temporarily, we have no display boards. This probably will change when we return to
the capitol.

2. Missouri Senate. There is no display board in the chamber, but there is a small monitor in the
hallway outside the chamber.

3. Utah Senate. The Senate currently has no display board in the chamber, but this may change next
year. The Senate did not replace the boards in the newly remodeled capitol, but the senators want
boards again.

4. Virginia House. Projection screens or plasma screens are used in committee rooms. The displays
disappear or blend into the committee room's background when not in use.

5. Washington Senate. The current system uses a pair of LED boards at the front of the chamber. The

new system will use a pair of either projection screens or video monitors located at the front of the
chamber; we are exploring a projection display on the walls above the rostrum and at the rear of the
chamber that would be more readily visible to the galleries and rostrum.
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Table 26. What the Display Board(s) Show

State

Individual member

each member is

-
xroadv ey

Bill or amendment

number

Reading

Bill or amendment
author or sponsor

Running vote total

Final vote total
Other text (such as
welcome messages)

Date
Other
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Table 26. What the Display Board(s) Show, cont'd.

State

Individual member

each member is

X er o
Bill or amendment

number

Bill or amendment
author or spensor

i Running vote total

Other text (such as
welcome messages)

Final vote total
Other

Date

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

=a]jan

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

mimer || T names and how

nad Ioo) 173 fand R s fan

| wlealml i Reading

4] 1PN 170 Fus] R punf an

as g V] fus
asf pax
mHiw|w|E =

S(2)

Vermont

Virginia

B (3)

‘Washington

o |

v |w

e |
ox]
[¥23 Lov]

West Virginia

fand /5] fo=]

Wisconsin

Wyoming

Notes:

1. Oregon House. The floor manager or carrier of each measure or motion is shown.
2. Utah Senate. At this time, there is no display board in the chamber. In the gallery, however, a plasma
screen shows the bill or amendment number, the reading, a running and final vote total, the date and

other messages.

3. Virginia Senate and House. The Senate also use video of the member speaking and the presiding
officer. House responses also apply to committee room displays.
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Table 27. Information Kiosks

The following chambers reported that bill status, history or information kiosks or
computers--available for public use--are located around the capitol or legislative building.
Alabama House Montana Senate and House
Arizona House (1) Nebraska Unicameral
Arkansas Senate and House Nevada Senate and Assembly (6)
Connecticut Senate and House New Mexico Senate and House

Florida Senate and House New York Assembly
Georgia Senate (2) North Carolina House
Hawaii House Oklahoma House
{Hinois Senate and House Oregon House (7)

Indiana Senate

Kansas Senate and House (3)
Louisiana House

Maryland House

Massachusetts Senate and House
Minnesota Senate and House
Mississippi House (5)

Pennsylvania Senate and House
Texas Senate and House (8)
Utah Senate

Vermont House

Virginia House

Washington Senate (10)

The following chambers reported that bill status, history or information kiosks or
computers--available for public use--are not located around the capitol or legislative
building.

Alabama Senate Chio House

Alaska Senate and House Oregon Senate
California Senate Rhode Island House
Colorado Senate and House Tennessee Senate
Delaware House Utah House

Idaho House

Kentucky Senate and House (4)
Michigan House

Mississippi Senate

New Hampshire House

New Jersey Senate
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Vermont Senate (9)
Virginia Senate

West Virginia House (11)
Wisconsin Senate

Wyoming Senaie and House
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Table 27. Information Kiosks, cont'd.

Notes:

1.

10.

1i.

Arizona House. A computer just outside the Chief Clerk's Office is available for public use for bill
status information. Additionally, there are "request to speak” stations on the first floor in the House.
Any member of the public can register at the stations and then indicate if they support or oppose any
particular bill on a committee agenda and if they desire to speak at the committee hearing. Once
registered in the system, anyone can log in on any computer via the Internet regarding their position
on a particular bill on an agenda and if they desire to speak at a committee hearing.

Georgia Senate. We also have WiFi, so everyone can log on to our website for information.

Kansas Senate and House. In the Senate, kiosks are planned as part of the capitol restoration. The
information also is available on the Intranet and Internet. In the House, there is a monitor outside
the chamber that shows the vote displayed on the boards in the chamber to people who are in the
lobby area.

Kentucky Senate. The public can obtain a daily Legislative Record from the public bill room; the
Legislative Record also is posted online and updated daily. Legislative Research Commission staff
usually are willing to help people get information. There is WiFi in the capitol, so information is
available for those who have laptops.

Mississippi House. During session, we have a joint bill status help desk, where the public can ask for
information. The information is provided by hard copy.

Nevada Assembly. During the session and interim, the public can access information on one of two
kiosks in the Legislative Building, The kiosks have touch screens, but no keyboard, so access to
certain information is somewhat limited. Additional computers with full functionality are available in
the press room and the lobbyist room during session.

Oregon House. Computers to check status and histories of measures are found in the Legislative
Library and other various offices. The capitol is wireless, and anyone can access the website to check
on the status and history of any measure introduced into the process.

Texas Senate. Computers for use by the public are located in the Legislative Reference Library in the
capitol.

Vermont Senate. None furnished by the state; wireless service is available for the public.
Washington Senate. Our "floor activity report," which makes roll call information available, also is
accessible over the wireless Internet connection in the building.

West Virginia House. Currently, no, but we are upgrading to a similar standard.
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