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Date:   September 1, 2006 

Author:   Joy N. Hill, Associate Research Analyst 

Re: Height Restrictions for Buildings and Structures Surrounding the Capitol 

QUESTION 
Is there a height restriction for buildings and structures in the areas surrounding the Capitol 
Building? 

ANSWER 
Yes.  According to Cheyenne City Code Title 17.108.010 through 17.108.030, special height restrictions 
for the original city plat are in place for buildings and structures in the areas surrounding the Capitol, 
known as the Capitol Heights District.  A map provided by the Cheyenne City Planning and 
Development Department identifying the city plat is provided as Attachment A.  For areas beyond the 
original city plat, according to Cheyenne City Planning staff, the height restrictions are lifted.   

CHEYENNE CITY CODE, TITLE 17.108.010 THROUGH 17.108.030 PROVISIONS 
According to Cheyenne City Planning staff, the Cheyenne City Code previously referenced (provided as 
Attachment B) clearly states the total height elevation (in feet) for buildings and structures in the areas 
surrounding the Capitol.   These areas are considered the city plat1, with each block having a number 
assigned.  In the Cheyenne City Code, it is specifically noted which blocks, by number, are not to exceed a 
certain elevation2.   

Cheyenne City Planning staff indicated that the height of buildings and structures is determined by first 
identifying the base elevation for the area in which the building stands or will be built, then adding to that 
elevation the height of the building or structure.  This provides the total elevation for buildings and structures 
in a particular area.  For example, the Capitol sits at approximately six thousand ninety-two (6,092) feet in 
elevation, and is one hundred and forty-six (146) feet tall (from the base of the Capitol to the tip of the 
dome).  Therefore, the total elevation of the Capitol is approximately six thousand two hundred and thirty-
eight (6,238) feet.  For areas around the Capitol, the Cheyenne City Code lists the elevation restrictions for 
certain blocks, by assigned block number.  Those elevations are:  six thousand forty-five (6,145) feet; six 
thousand one hundred fifty-six (6,156) feet and six thousand one hundred seventy-four (6,174) feet.  

The map provided as Attachment A provides the maximum height in feet that buildings surrounding the 
Capitol may stand.  For example, according to the map and information provided by the Cheyenne City 

 

1 The restrictions apply to any replats of any portion of, or entire, original city blocks. 
2 Cheyenne City Planning and Development Department staff caution that all allowable building and structure heights 
are approximate and, depending upon base elevation, may vary across individual lots and blocks.  For exact 
measurements, a surveyor should be consulted. 
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Planning and Development Department, the parking structure to the west of the Capitol on 24th and Carey 
should not exceed fifty-five (55) feet in height, whereas the Herschler Building should not exceed forty-five 
(45) feet in height.  It is important to note that a particular elevation restriction is not necessarily applied to 
blocks adjacent to each other.  Because the restriction is dependent upon the base elevation of a particular 
block, buildings and structures on one block may have a height allowance of 65 feet, whereas buildings on 
the adjacent block may have a height allowance of only 45 feet.  

If you need anything further, please contact LSO Research at 777-7881. 
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