In 2001, the USFS issued the Roadless Rule to protect the
nation’s collective roadless area resources from the impacts
of roads and timber harvesting with the goal of controlling
federal costs of road maintenance and litigation.

Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) generally have
characteristics of undeveloped land (e.g. high-quality /

} undisturbed soil & water, plant & animal diversity). The Rule
prohibits road construction & timber harvesting except

| under specified circumstances.

oyl Wyoming filed suit in Federal Court in 2001 & 2007. The

NFS Non-IRA Acr - -
MY cases concluded in 2012 after the Supreme Court denied
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Deciphering the Roadless Rule Riddle:

Wyoming has numerous areas with poor or incorrect roadless inventory (i.e. IRAs with state highways or
county roads). In areas with better inventories, the Rule does not give forest managers much flexibility to
address timber management needs, protect critical watersheds, proactive fire and noxious/invasive
management, or resolving challenges to achieving multiple use and sustained yield objectives.
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Seeing the Forest for the Roads
Forest managers need tools to administer forest
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resources - regardless of specific designations
or commercial timber value. WY has over 3-
million acres within IRAs. \While not all acres are

feasible to build roads, addressing IRA accuracy

. will help managers achieve plan objectives. IRAs

o . do not follow existing forest management plan

| @o@" 0&\*‘*’ & \oee»"“‘ & direction (suitable timber base overlap), nor can
? ° & & ’ IRAs be addressed with plan revisions.




Continue management under the 2001 Roadless Rule:

WCCA NEPA Training 5/1/2025

Support local technical corrections:

Chelsea Coli, Sheridan Press 1/20/2017

Develop a Wyoming-specific roadless rule:

Encourage a federal rule amendment or repeal:






