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OTHERS PRESENT AT MEETING

Please refer to Appendix 1-02 to review the Committee Sign-in Sheet 
for a list of other individuals who attended the meeting.

https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/6f76fd96-7ee3-4f08-ac57-0e86d420ec19
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Regulatory Reduction Task Force (Task Force) met for two days in Jackson to begin its interim work. 
The Task Force received input from executive branch agencies, industry groups and local governments on 
affordable housing, and large energy projects in Wyoming.

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 29,  2024

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Gierau called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. The following sections summarize the Task Force 
proceedings by topic. Please refer to Appendix 1-01 to review the Task Force Meeting Agenda. The 
meeting recordings are available on the Wyoming Legislature’s YouTube page (May 29, May 30).  

Opening Remarks
Chairman Gierau made opening remarks and welcomed the task force. The Task Force members introduced 
themselves. 

OVERVIEW OF TASK FORCE,  PURPOSE AND LEGISLATION
Chairman Gierau gave an overview of the work of the Task Force last interim.

TaLise Hansen, Staff Attorney, Legislative Service Office (LSO), gave an overview of the task force's 
meetings and work completed during the 2023 interim and outlined the Task Force's scope and composition 
for this interim (Appendix 2-01).  Ms. Hansen stated that last interim the Task Force considered a total of 
nine bill drafts. Four out of the nine bill drafts were  forwarded to another committee for consideration and 
sponsorship. Three bills (2024 House Bill 12-Wyoming dairy marketing act-repeal, 2024 House Bill 13-
Flow-through pools-exemption, and 2024-House Bill 35 Limitation on environmental rulemaking) were 
sponsored for the 2024 Budget Session and were enacted into law. 
  
Chairman Nicholas discussed the goal of the task force this interim and stated the need for community 
input.

Mr. Bebout discussed the need for input from other states. 

Public Comment
There was no public comment on this topic.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY UPDATE
Alan Edwards, Deputy Director, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), provided an overview of 
the beaver dam analogs, 2024 House Bill 35-Limitation on environmental rulemaking, large energy 
projects, and the DEQ permitting process. He stated that DEQ continues to review and provide comment 
on federal rules and federal resource management plans. He intends to report to the Joint Minerals 
Committee meeting in July on DEQ’s existing rules as required by 2024 House Bill 35. He also stated that 
DEQ has tried to streamline the process for industrial projects in Wyoming by contacting agencies to 
increase communication.

Public Comment
There was no public comment on this topic.

https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/11c4b4d9-0710-4d73-9b9b-e50e333cad83
https://www.youtube.com/live/PdCuM5pgzuA
https://www.youtube.com/live/3NEbljY7MCU
https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/f1c4ef44-af3e-40b0-8967-2fa8562f4d8e
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ENERGY
Kelly Lower, Research Analyst, LSO, discussed recent energy projects developments in Wyoming 
(Appendix 4-01). 

Travis Deti, Executive Director, Wyoming Mining Association, provided a brief overview of 2024 House 
Bill 35 and noted the Association will start meeting with DEQ next month to review DEQ’s existing rules. 
He also discussed issues the federal government has caused with coal and concerns with workforce material 
supply chains.

Joe Scott, Natural Resources Supervisor, Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, discussed  
produced water being a concern for the oil and gas industry, as well as bonding and federal leasing rules. 

Jonathan Russell, Policy Analyst, Wyoming County Commissioners Association, discussed industrial siting 
and the need to balance local decision making with business development. 

Public Comment
There was no public comment on this topic.

GOVERNOR 'S OFFICE UPDATE
Chad Auer, Special Project Advisor, Governor's Office, discussed concerns with housing for Wyoming's  
workforce and the need to work with local communities to develop solutions. He proposed the Task Force 
consider amending the state zoning protest petition statute, which allows twenty percent of adjacent 
landowners to veto a development project. He further proposed the Task Force consider allowing reciprocal 
licenses for contractors licensed in another county or town.

Public Comment
Kelly Lockhart, Concerned Citizen, Jackson, gave an overview of the zoning and development issues in 
Jackson and Teton County and the housing crisis in Jackson. 

Committee Action
Chairman Nicholas requested LSO draft a bill to amend the zoning protest petition statute by amending the 
percentage threshold and requested LSO provide research on other states zoning protest petition statutes.

Recess
The Task Force recessed at 12:30 p.m. and toured housing projects in Jackson and Teton County.

THURSDAY,  MAY 30,  2024

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Nicholas called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

Haley Morton Levinson, Mayor, Town of Jackson, welcomed the Task Force and provided statistics on 
housing in Jackson and Teton County.

Luther Propst, Chairman, Teton County Board of Commissioners, provided a history of the housing crisis 
in Teton County. He said there is limited land and unlimited demand for housing in the area.

https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/c33308b6-28f2-4a37-9ac4-6238457524d8
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HOUSING
David Hopkinson, Staff Attorney, LSO, discussed the Sheetz v. County of El Dorado case summary 
(Appendix 8-01). Mr. Hopkinson also discussed the Wyoming Board of Land Commissioners v. Teton 
County Board of County Commissioners case update (Appendix 8-07).

Ms. Hansen, LSO, discussed the 2023 Montana Housing Legislation and Legal Challenges memorandum, 
which provided an overview of the housing acts the Montana Legislature enacted into law in 2023 and 
discussed a legal challenge against two of those housing acts (Appendix 8-02).

Ruth Ann Petroff, Jackson Hole Working Group and Devon Viehman, the Viehman Group, discussed 
housing mitigation rates in the Town of Jackson and Teton County (Appendix 8-06).

Angela Parker, President, Wyoming Planners Association, shared her Association’s housing concerns with 
the Task Force, including water, reliable workers to build housing, and the state’s zoning protest petition 
statute.

Tess Soll, Associate Planner, Sublette County, described Sublette County’s available land for housing 
development, the additional work that wildlife corridors and sage grouse core areas present, and the timeline 
the county strives to have building permits issued to permittees.

Bob McLaurin, Legislative Manager, Wyoming Association of Municipalities (WAM), noted the 
Association’s support for local decision making, rather than statewide mandates. He also voiced support 
for using state and federal lands for housing development due to high land costs. Mr. McLaurin mentioned 
that WAM would be happy to work with the Task Force on exploring building permit timelines.

Matt Murdock, Mayor, Town of Pinedale, relayed the high cost of living citizens of Pinedale are 
experiencing. He mentioned that adding tools to the municipalities’ toolbox would be more helpful than 
mandates from the state. One tool Mr. Murdock advocated for was state funding for housing that did not 
have federal strings attached.

Jim Darwich, business owner, Jackson, shared his concerns with the high cost of living in the area and 
suggested some changes.

Charlotte Reynolds, Teton County School District, discussed the housing challenges faced by the school 
district and its employees, including some solutions the school district has implemented to mitigate the 
impacts felt by its employees.

Jenn Ford, Jackson resident, discussed her concerns with the housing mitigation rates and suggested looking 
at timelines for issuing building permits.

Taylor Phillips, Owner, Jackson Hole EcoTour Adventures, discussed how he has tried to address housing 
concerns with his employees and the housing mitigation fee he was assessed when he moved his business 
location.

Nikki Gill, Jackson Hole Hereford Ranch, discussed the timeline for its proposed housing development and 
expressed concerns with the master site plan process (Appendix 8-09). 

https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/fcdd037e-5ab7-44b8-a437-7b3961522b0c
https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/a3089e2e-c2fe-4c66-b2b5-4393bfcfeb04
https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/e42f49f4-ca83-4940-94b8-bcb66246687a
https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/9c90604a-0ad4-4ce1-8a81-04445a9e96e5
https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/bebd737c-e1d0-4463-8a6c-1834a407c46c
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Amberly Baker, attorney for the Gill family, answered questions about zoning and deed restrictions at the 
Northern South Park development.

Mark Newcomb, Teton County Commissioner and Ryan Hostetter, Teton County Principal Long Range 
Planner, discussed the Northern South Park development (Appendix 8-08).

Scott Hoversland, Executive Director, Wyoming Community Development Authority, discussed next steps 
his organization is taking to inform the State on its housing needs and strategic plan.

Mr. Lockhart provided comments and expressed support for local control.

Nick Agopian, representing Teton County, asked the Task Force to reconsider 2024 House Bill 205, 
Development agreements.

Brett Glass, resident, City of Laramie, shared his thoughts with the Task Force on the lack of affordable 
housing and believes local control should be at the county level rather than at the city level.

Jessica Chambers, Councilwoman, Town of Jackson, shared her thoughts to work together to find solutions 
to the housing issue in Jackson and throughout Wyoming and welcomed some sideboards on local 
governments.

Representative Liz Storer, House District 23, commented on her continued support for 2024 House Bill 
205, which she sponsored.

Committee Action
Chairman Gierau requested the Wyoming Planning Association put together a data set of what the actual 
building permit and other permit review timeline is and provide an update on what communities have 
mitigation fees and deed restrictions. Chairman Nicholas asked LSO to recirculate the housing bill drafts 
the Task Force considered last interim. The Co-Chairmen mentioned that going forward, they would set up 
a phone call with the Task Force to plan for the next meeting.

MEETING ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Chairman Nicholas adjourned the meeting at 1:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Senator Mike Gierau, Co-Chairman 

https://web.wyoleg.gov/LsoService/api/File/GetFile/d3062037-f5ab-46f0-93af-5ebc29f9c56c
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