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Wyoming Suicide Trends



Source: WY Dept of Health





Wyoming 
Youth Suicides



Wyoming Youth 
Suicide
Attempts



WY Suicides 
by County

10 counties are 
above the 
state average 
for suicides.



Intensive 
Community Suicide 
Prevention in Six 
Counties



Changing the 
Conversation 
o Realistic Goals – every suicide isn’t preventable
o Reducing risk – not saving everyone
o Empowering – not dictating
o Strengths and solutions
o Values and faith
o Confidence – not fear



DIFFERENT 
Problem

SAME 
Solution



One Size Does 
Not Fit All



Leveraging 
Wyoming 
Culture





PROSPER Targets Suicide According to WY’s 
Current BH Redesign Strategy Less psychiatric 

hospitalization and 
ER visits; managing 
suicide in primary 
care (improved BH 
referrals)

Fewer psychiatric 
hospitalizations 
and Title 25s save 
WY costs of 
hospitalizing, 
transportation, 
and detention

Leaders speaking; 
empowering 
communities; Good 
Samaritan Law revisions 
help destigmatize

Empower and 
train educators, 
clergy and first 
responders 

Boosting clinician 
competence, 
confidence and 
comfort; adherence 
to clinical research; 
role clarity



Our Law Enforcement Officers Can Do 
More…if We Permit It and Train Them

✓ Trained to analyze behaviors 
that are out of the ordinary

✓ Trained to assess risks and 
threats

✓ Trained to de-escalate

__ Why can’t they do more on 
the doorstep to avert a Title 25?



Empower 
Communities



Boosting Connectedness



Help Yourself, Help Your Close Neighbor



Barriers to Reducing Suicides - Upstream
Good Samaritan Law Title 25



kent@ncrbehavioralhealth.com

Wyoming
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