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DRAFT ONLY
NOT APPROVED FOR
INTRODUCTION

HOUSE BILL NO. [BILL NUMBER]

Wyoming telecommunications act revisions.
Sponsored by: Joint Corporations, Elections & Political
Subdivisions Interim Committee
A BILL
for

AN ACT relating to the Wyoming telecommunications act;
extending the sunset date of the act; amending definitions;
specifying the application of the act; specifying
requirements for providing price schedules to the public
service commission; providing a limitation on local
governments entering an exclusive agreement for provision
of broadband internet access service; providing for payment
of universal service fund charges for prepaid wireless
service; repealing conflicting provisions; requiring

rulemaking; and providing for effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:
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Section 1. W.S. 37-15-101(b), 37-15-103(a) (iv) Dby
creating a new subparagraph (F), (viii), (ix), (xiv) and by
creating new paragraphs (xviii) and (xix),
37-15-104 (a) (intro), by creating a new subsection (b) and
by amending and renumbering (b) as (c¢), 37-15-195(c),
37-15-202 (a) (intro) and (d) (1), 37-15-203 (f) (iv),
37-15-204(a), 37-15-404(c), (e) (1), (v), (vi) and Dby
creating a new paragraph (vii), 37-15-405, 37-15-406(b),
37-15-413(a) (intro), (i) through (iii), (b), (c) (intro),
(d) and (e) (ii), 37-15-501(b), (c), (d), (g), (h) and by
creating a new subsection (j) and 37-15-502(a) (intro), (1)

and (iii) are amended to read:

37-15-101. Short title; sunset.

(b) This chapter is repealed effective Jety—3F+—2625

July 1, 2031.

37-15-103. Definitions.

(a) As used in this chapter:

2 [Bill Number]
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service"

telecommunications

"Essential

(iv)

means a customer's access to service that is necessary for

2

both, of two-way,

origination or termination, or

the

for both residential and

telecommunications

switched

4

Essential

business service within a local exchange area.

5

telecommunications services are limited to:
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STAFF COMMENT
The language above is repealed in section 2 of the bill.
The stricken language will not be included in the final
version of the bill but is included here for Committee

discussion.
KKK EKRKAARKRKAARARKRA AR A AR AR AR ARk Ak hkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkxkx

kkhkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkk

(E) Switched access, which for the purposes
of this chapter shall mean the switching and transport
necessary to connect an interexchange telecommunications
company with the 1local exchange central office for the
purpose of originating or terminating, or Dboth, the
interexchange telecommunications company's switched

telecommunications service;-—and

(F) Local exchange service.

(viii) "Local exchange service" means the

Iz

ision—of —ocssential—+ +iens—residential or

Ny
Mt

business service within a local exchange area capable of

providing:+

(A) Access to interexchange services

provided by interexchange telecommunications companies;

4 [Bill Number]



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

2025 STATE OF WYOMING 25LS0-0203
Working Draft

0.6
(B) Single 1line flat-rate or single 1line

measured residential or business voice service;
(C) Transmission service and facilities

necessary for the connection between the end user's or

customer's premises and local network switching facility

including the necessary signaling service used by customers

to access essential telecommunications services;

(D) Services necessary to connect 911

emergency services to the local network.

(ix) "Noncompetitive essential
telecommunications services" means those essential

telecommunications services at locations which have not

been found by the legislature or the commission to be

competitive in accordance with W.S. 37-15-202;

(xiv) "Universal service" means the general

availability of essential—teleecommunieatiens—local exchange

service at an affordable and reasonable price;
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STAFF COMMENT
Repealed language is shown here for Committee discussion.

This language will not be shown in the final version of the
bill.

hkkhkkhkhkkkhkkkkhkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkhkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkx
kkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkk

(xviii) "Broadband internet access service"

means a mass-market retail service by wire or radio that

provides the capability to transmit data to and receive

data from all or substantially all internet endpoints,

including any capabilities that are incidental to and

enable the operation of the communications service.

"Broadband internet access service" shall not include dial-

up internet access service;

khkkkkkkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk*k
khkkkkkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkkkk
STAFF COMMENT
This definition is included from the draft 1language
provided at the July meeting of the Committee and is used
in the changes to W.S. 37-15-413 below. At the July meeting
there was a request to identify how the bill could be
modified to remove the broadband provisions from the bill.
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If that section is removed from the bill, this definition

should also be removed.
AAXKAKAkAkAkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkkkkhkhkhkkhkkkkkik
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(xix) "Noncompetitive local exchange service"

means local exchange service at locations which have not

been found by the legislature or the commission to be

competitive in accordance with W.S. 37-15-202.

37-15-104. Services regulated by this title.

(a) Except to the extent otherwise provided in this

section, the provisions of this title shall only apply to

noncompetitive essential telecommunications services. All

telecommunications services shall be subject to

contributions to the universal service fund required

pursuant to W.S. 37-15-501, the requirements of W.S.

37-15-202 (h), 37-15-401, 37-15-404, 37-15-412 and

37-15-413, the requirements of W.S. 37-15-105 for voice

over internet protocol and IP enabled services and the

assessment levied pursuant to W.S. 37-2-106  through

- AammItnd At T AN aavtzrg o T~ 99 S
+~1 + A + 1 A A
-7 cCr CCoMMu T Cac o s —SCE VI Ce— GO0 1o t—=IaCaGCy [Sx3aws

+ P T IV IV
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11 [Bill Number]



25LS0-0203
Working Draft

STATE OF WYOMING

2025

0.6

n

-

o
TCT VvV T o TOUTIT

-

Iz

rad

£
oL

4

1 oo
CLraoltoit oo T OTT

T SZ + v am

Wy

On

o C

oo

LI 7Z

wady

n
T

1 +

1 ey

: 1414
_LLl\.z_Ll/l\J._LLJ.\j

1~

o

o

N1

A A~ o+

IENERS

1o
SIS

Pl B 2 e

\F B 4 vy

MULPUOT Oy

LU CTTo T

LS -

n

-

fal
cC T Vv T oTTOIT

-

Iz

ok
Calo=x

3 sz o
=3

NIroacrryramrma oy
IS AT ES =2 11511 = 22T}

] "N of <724

Ll aNal
| @ i W 3 § S By e m W i

+ Ao

A\

~Y

oo

-

ah

N
WITTTCOTT

wh

n

N

oy~
ITTT C T T OCT T IUIT

+

el N g ~ 1n
o uloo C T TIoCT

o
& ye)

T.T

el

aszat A
Oy O COTIr

.

OCTIT T

)

W

e yw)

oYrAamma mex e

o

_Ld\_,u PO TTaiintn iy

n £ <z
(S

ot
TCCTTOTT

fal

=}

A £ +

o111
ERA AT = = = mp

v

I

=T

n

o~

lalal

A o n

[CEEawa

lalal

S A hiiaan
[SERaw

m
TTIoTe

A\ W i

A\

CoOTIITT ooy

TOoTTIIiTS oo

v+t

nt

Iy

11
AT S 1L

1

|SP3 W g i s s @ e

NN N

~haon
PO

hla~
mrPpooT T

ma g

o
=}

1~

il

rat+~A

O

N ™ = e e =y

ISEEWN 2
[CATCASE =

fal
oo

ah o v e

n

-
[CEyawa

PR
T O C T T ITOTT

o 1

17

N

A

T

T

T 9gcTo

o T7y

CTIT

[CETawa

+

1 rmaoan
A A E S 1 T T A

10

11

fal
=}

1 n Lk & e ]
T CT-OTT v T

11laoast

anA o~

1Ny

11

4

Ity Mg ol oL

2N

A<z

-

-

-

| e ey J

12

13

ool
CaoTC

NrAma o
PTreihT=Stc

N
[CEyaws

77

+r
LA =

T

TnaaA
TS ITGE

Nrxz
3ty

1x7)
VT

({
\

14

15

16

n

Y nNIrosza
(=3 POV IOCTT

C

A\

=

SO Izl Ao

=}

v T

Direoctorss
p g s cOoOTY

(~7)
%

17

R 712720«
7 T U7

Q
=)

vy
1A BN

18

19

N

A
TGO

L aWad

o2
[SISE=335

17

o

Lok & e e
LT TO

o
[ =

nao

a

+
T CComuirrCac OIS

Ooammairy g o~

\

(<73
v L7

20

el
OO

o~
25T

oxsz

ahn
cCCIoT=OSY

lallal

1+

77

1
WL T TCT oo

T

e
L\ WP R ) o

1+
A

11331 a4
|\ NP i iy U R Sy 6 R 12

o~

ot raam
ottt T altty

fak o)

21

—

+ha
CIT1 O

n ()
T

-

(1)
=7

il v T o ()
27T

[T Sj e Eae AT mayey T ye)

N
o

O CIT

BAaracrank .
t/(_AJ_(dLyJ.LAtJ.lL .

23

[Bill Number]

12



25LS0-0203
Working Draft

STATE OF WYOMING

2025

0.6

o

= AN~
[EAAAVE SV 1o ¥ ¥ A

A ]
r/CJ_lll_Ll«\_CkA. :‘Ln

i norma

Szt
XTI T

h
cIic

(P
=7

Ea

ra ] 1 a1s
cCTta=x TTOW

-

r+h
s e o i

+ o
TCITco

+ AT rAMmAaAN
e TequT =Tt

+
W Ctt

[E S

n

N

LIPS
(/Lt/‘tJ_L_L\/(/L CIUTT

RN

Y
LT

n

N

+
T TCc T Iira c o Ot

S A Aot v

aTht

n

I,
CUIToS IITOUOCTC T T CTCIUIT

A

n o

n o

S

+
cCTrCTomunmoirct T c o OIto

OoaMmmat i q o~

|

1

ra
aCTtra=x

N

+
NZAICAEET B E e p e a3

T B & M

a

1 v
[ B o mp e

-

X

N

P =N
T TOoT Ty

-

nao

N

+
Tttt Cc T OThS

Detarme -

()

n
[SEyaws

— O

T

iz

iAo
Toiitco

vl eearard o

19 7 7

" £ b ot
A

N

pno o £ At e
L &7 9 § AN W i A e e O CL o CTCIUlT

MY

T oo o LT v ICT

| iy e

o T T

+h
W LTIt

T

A~ A DA~
o CCOoOLECac

n

al LYok & e W]
A= o LT vV LT

ISEEE A AN LY |
SHPPOTLT

O

n

ooamma oo g
COoOmImrT— oo o1t

+h
I

10

15_END
TOoO T oOUZ s

27
7

vy

(]
W

11

12

A1 N vtz A~ e
Otra—o TCCS7

Al el
L5 1§ 5 U R Sy W g A

[CEyaws

K
|\ R iy @ R

AW

A
v

-

-1

Iz

TV

13

14

1
cCwWOoO1ITT

+ 1

nao

N

+
o rCao c tOITsS

mmiin-I3- o

o
T

+

137

T T vaoacCc

D

-

-

e ey

-

Iz

15

N o aszat Am
(&3 Oy o C oIt .

m
T TT

aho 11
[SF ¥ ¥ & g e

o +1hha o o~
o cIrt o —att

h fAv +1h N11r A o
e chHC—pPp o pPoStsS

a9 o~

WIT T CTTT

wh

16

n
T o OUTT o

nar o

s
o

falWathZt & 1 ]
oo LT v IT

no

S

+
oMo r c T T T OTho

1~

-

+ tnTAnAmm11n

o

n

-

fal

-

VI oL OUTT

N AT
M+

+h
e

17

Noarann
ML oYUl A=

K
O T

ol
o

11

seex 11y g xr

= |\ S U iWD e BV ey

N
[erraws

[ g =

h
I

£
[ S

Nt 1+
oty

18

P i I Y

1

A
TSt TTyy

1

roac~t+ 1<z r
SrreCty Ot

Nt £ Ao
ot —TT0fFr—FC&Sax

A
[SE3avs

Nt 1+
ooy

19

20

rat~ad iz
SOy

L
oprpT T

n
TTroT

1 o
TS

Lok & W

A0+ o
o tTao A==

1~
o

nsz
NOTT

N

21

22

23

[Bill Number]

13



25LS0-0203
Working Draft

STATE OF WYOMING

2025

0.6

+han

+ 1
(Sp

T ahad Iy

o+
CoTcaloTT ottt

PR
CWOOLINO

NL

It

T

=

Iay

g
CooCITCIOI

Nt

falal

1 A3 ey
POV TECITg

nraoasza

oM vy
ComppTIry

sehh anm ey
TR Tty T

-

o
LTOTTT

CTITC

i N
[ e

oah an e
CanS

a

77

LA [ S P i

1

o

Iz o~
v - CoTo

L

4

+
COomnorr T T

PaWataalaak ki ol Bkl

Pkt
[ S W ) & i g

+
TIT

(=1

Tho

cCTT

ol

L2k & e B

r o

P o e |

ah o~

<73 A~ Ao 1Tt A

o
|y ML UV LIUT T T T OO

oo LV IICT Oy

TIrco T TAaACIIaliTgyT Caoa i - T T

\—a

Naracranrnh

o

o + 1
o

~z3 A

i Wl i
P T

rPoragrarity

CTITT O

T

PO

T

n AaAd iz
jRaSAAT AWy

o

fal Lk & e ]

haowr
otTcric

A
T

fal

Yz o~

o
=}

5o

ot 1TntrnrA A
THWa TS

+
|\ Ea o o e

MY

o T v CT o

v T CtT o

A\ i iy @ g

n

L2k & e e

b i B W o

A A

Lok & e B

o
=}

neox

N

.
Ty

ek X

TOT

T

v T CTTIT T

S AT SAe AT = E AT

=}

J B v )

T oW

a1 1

n

mma oo o
C O oo T OTT

o~

T A I P S JRgeN
LCUVW A J.C\_jLA.LC/LL_J.UJ.l

mrtad hyy A~
PrreCmpctt—oY

nyr

+h
CIIcC

[ i & e e my

O T

o

Iz o~
o LT vVvICTTo

fal

hor
OoTICT

S A
[CE3avs

YI7r1 Ao
o LT vV ICT

fal

1ntra A Aa
THWa TS A o=y

Al At
|\ i (>

o113l A+
FreguTrate

~

10

o e
o

Rk & e
oo LTV IICTTO

o

L e e B W S
IS ESINS)

S A
T

fal

LTV I CTTO

Yz o~

ol
[=]

3y
TITowCT LTIty

e Wk

oY

n A
TeCoct

11

o 11t 1 ]
gttt

~

=~
T CT

oh A e
CanS

o~
T OoOCTT T

A7
oIy

n

al Yz o~
o LT vV T

137

4

Nnoame A+
ToTCcompCTcTrocTve

n

12

o
=}

osmim A o
C oot

n o

a

+
ot Cao c T OThS

mmiirn a1 o~

+ o
cCTTTCTCT

(D)

+ 1.7
TwWO

el
Tho C©

—
[

+h
CIT

13

+hAw n
A\ o i i o iy T°TtTTtTT™

A A
T e

1

P
|\ S iy @ g =y

A

1Mt I
TITWo

ot

+~
(S S B S m . R |\ 3 e o o vy

1z

137

£t
\_/J_J_\_IM/L__LV\_,J._Y

14

.

Lk & e B
v T CTTo

P g
PaAgERS

S A
T

a1y Azl oo
TITowCoT LTIty oo LT VT TOo

e Wk

K
T

Iz o

[\ S v

o

15

-

o

zoh
TR CIoragcT aorcoy

1 o
—OoOCaT

I NP
LS i N @ iy )

A~ rzrd ey
SCEV IS

16

17

Y
[eryawy

m S .
1353w o o [SA===E AT

Mmoot
o Tt

K
[ S

18

19

o+
SN I § @ gy

fal rIzra o~
oo LTV ITCTT

nao

N

+
CCT T T TUUIMImmaITIT I T T ITUTIT O

mmaiimrm g o~

o~

hor
OotTcT

Nz
Xty

N
o e s gy

20

N

+hda +4+7
CIT 1O C LT T T

roacirl atraA Iheg
EEASAS R = e R AAS S

n
TTIoT

fal
0

21

22

[Bill Number]

14



O 0 Jo Ul Wb

[
(@)

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

2025 STATE OF WYOMING 25LS0-0203
Working Draft
0.6
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STAFF COMMENT
The above paragraphs are repealed in section 2 of this
bill. Repealed language is shown for Committee discussion

and will not be included in the final version of this bill.
hhkdkdkhkhkhkhkdhdkhkhkhhdhkhkhkhhdhhkhkhkhhdhhkhkhhhhkkhhkkkhkhhhkkhhhkrkhkhhkkhkhhkhk

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

(b) The provisions of this title do not apply to

telecommunications services using radio spectrum, cellular

or other wireless technology except to the extent provided

in paragraphs (i) through (iv) of this subsection:

(1) To the extent permitted in accordance with

the requirements of federal law relating to the

consideration and determination of an application for

designation as a federal eligible telecommunications

carrier;

(i) Determinations of eligibility for and

amounts of distribution of state universal service funds in

accordance with W.S. 37-15-502;

(iii) Any required contributions to the

universal service fund under W.S. 37-15-501;

15 [Bill Number]
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(iv) Any required assessment levied under W.S.

37-2-106 through 37-2-109.

provisions of this title do not apply to:

(i) Telecommunications services provided by the

department of enterprise technology to private health care

providers under W.S. 9-2-2906(j);~ or

(1i) Private telecommunications networks. As
used in this paragraph, "private telecommunications
network" means a system for the provision of

telecommunications service by a person for the sole and

exclusive use of the person and not for resale either

directly or indirectly.

37-15-105. VoIP and internet protocol enabled

services.

(c) If a service provider voluntarily chooses to
receive Wyoming universal service funds to support voice

16 [Bill Number]



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

2025 STATE OF WYOMING 25LS0-0203
Working Draft

0.6

over internet protocol service that otherwise qualifies for
support pursuant to W.S. 37-15-501 or 37-15-502, then that
supported voice over internet protocol service shall be
subject to all laws and rules governing the receipt of such

funds, and the support provided to those services shall not

exceed the support that would be provided to eligible

noncompetitive essentiat—local exchange services on a per-

access—-line basis.

37-15-202. Determination of competitive services.

(a) Upon petition by any telecommunications company
or pursuant to the commission's own motion, the commission
may, after notice and opportunity for hearing, find and
conclude that a telecommunications service 1is subject to

competition or that local exchange service 1is competitive

in certain locations. Any service found to be effectively

competitive pursuant to this section shall not be subject

to regulation by the commission. Any location deemed to

have effective competition for local exchange service shall

be ineligible for universal service fund support except

that a telecommunications carrier may continue to receive

universal service support for noncompetitive locations

17 [Bill Number]
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pursuant to W.S. 37-15-501 and that support shall account

for price and cost adjustments necessary because of the

competitive classification of formerly supported locations.

The commission shall consider only the following factors in
determining whether a telecommunications service 1is subject

to effective competition:

hkkhkkhkhkkkhkkkkhkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkhkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkx
kkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkk

STAFF COMMENT
The changes above were not included in the draft 1language
that was presented to the Committee at the July meeting.
Some of the changes above were included in a subparagraph
(j) that was included in the previous draft but which is

not included in this bill.
AKAXKKKAKKAKKAkAkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkxkx

kkhkkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkk

(d) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section
the commission shall, in an area defined by an applicant,

find retail—teleecommunieations—1local exchange services

ceess—are competitive provided:

0]
@

(i) At least seventy-five percent (75%) of the
class of customers in the area have access to at least one
(1) landline carrier unaffiliated with the applicant
providing local weiee—exchange service. The local weiee
exchange service may be provided in combination with other

18 [Bill Number]
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services. If a company does not differentiate Dbetween
residential and Dbusiness classes of service in its
application, the requirement shall be that at least sixty

percent (60%), considering residential and business

customers as one (1) class of customers, have access to at

least one (1) landline <carrier wunaffiliated with the
applicant;
37-15-203. Price regulation of noncompetitive

essential services.

(f) A local exchange company may seek approval to
increase the price of noncompetitive essential
telecommunications services, including switched access

charges, based on:

(iv) Increases in the cost of providing
essential telecommunications services. The increases shall
be judged on the overall federal gross domestic product
price index published by the United States department of
commerce, bureau of economic analysis unless the applicant

demonstrates that specific cost increases are
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disproportionably affecting the cost of providing their

noncompetitive essential telecommunications services.

37-15-204. Price schedules.

at
H
u

(a) A local exchange company shall £i&+ wWwith
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reguire;—post on its website and file in electronic format

to the commission price schedules showing all

noncompetitive essential telecommunications services terms,
conditions and prices currently in effect and charged to
customers by the company in this state. All prices for new
noncompetitive essential telecommunications services, and
any increase in prices for noncompetitive essential
telecommunications services as authorized by the commission
pursuant to W.S. 37-15-203, shall be filed with the

commission for approval thirty (30) days prior to the

proposed effective date. The company shall also provide

notice to each impacted customer electronically or in print

using the same manner the customer receives bills from the

company. No price increase for a noncompetitive essential

telecommunications service shall be effective unless the

customer has been given notice by the provider at least one
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(1) full billing cycle prior to the proposed increase and
the increase has Dbeen approved by the commission as
required by W.S. 37-15-203. No price or price change 1is
effective until filed in accordance with this section. For
purposes of this subsection, the rules, regulations,

policies, ©practices and other requirements relating to

services shall be posted on a local exchange company's

website and filed with the commission 1n swch—feorm—and

sHt—as—the—commt a—ray—reeguire—a simplified format

lalal
OO0 L O

which is not required to comply with the tariff formatting

standards that were previously adopted by the commission. A

local exchange company shall not be required to file or

maintain paper copies of its price schedule with the

commission. Rules, regulations, policies, practices and

other requirements relating to noncompetitive essential

telecommunications services shall be subject to the same

requirements under this chapter as the prices of

noncompetitive essential telecommunications services.

37-15-404. Protection of telecommunications

consumers.
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(c) A telecommunications company providing a
noncompetitive essential telecommunications service shall

not discontinue providing the service without the

commission's approval.

(e) The commission may adopt rules and regulations to

provide for:

(1) The interconnection of telecommunications
companies' networks at nondiscriminatory and reasonable
rates, terms and conditions, including interconnection

under 47 U.S.C. 251 and 252;

(v) Telephone number portability to the full

extent technically feasible; and

(vi) The resale and sharing of services and
functions at reasonable and nondiscriminatory rates;-—and
(vii) Rates, terms and conditions of wholesale

service.

37-15-405. Complaint against prices.

22 [Bill Number]
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Any person, and the commission on its own motion, may
complain to the commission concerning the reasonableness of
the price of any noncompetitive essential
telecommunications service or any violation of W.S.
37-15-404. Any notice and hearing of any complaint shall
be in accordance with the Wyoming Administrative Procedure
Act and this chapter. The commission shall only set aside
any price it finds after notice and hearing to be
unreasonable or unreasonably discriminatory. If the
commission sets aside a price as unreasonable or
unreasonably discriminatory, the telecommunications company
shall have sixty (60) days to file a new price which is
reasonable. The company shall refund any charges found to
be unreasonable as ordered by the commission. Rates or

prices for noncompetitive essential telecommunications

services in effect as of July 1, 2006, are deemed to be

fair and reasonable.

37-15-406. Quality of service.

(b) Any customer, and the commission on its own
motion, may complain concerning the quality of service

23 [Bill Number]
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provided by a telecommunications company for noncompetitive

essential telecommunications service. A complaint shall be

noticed and heard as provided for in the Wyoming
Administrative Procedure Act. The commission, after notice
and hearing, may direct the telecommunications company to
take whatever remedial action is technically feasible and
economically reasonable to provide reasonably adequate
service. The commission shall authorize a
telecommunications provider to recover the cost of
compliance as reasonably determined by any commission order

under this section.

37-15-413. Limitation on authority of @political
subdivision to enter exclusive agreement for provision of
telecommunications service or broadband internet access

service.

(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) through (d)
of this section, before the governing body of any city or
town or other political subdivision of this state shall
provide for the construction, maintenance or operation of

any telecommunications service or broadband internet access

service by entering into an exclusive franchise,
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partnership, Jjoint wventure, contract, resale agreement or

any other exclusive agreement with any party regarding

telecommunications service or Dbroadband internet access

service, the «city, town or other political subdivision

shall:

(i) Determine, after notice and opportunity for
a public hearing, that no private provider of

telecommunications services or Dbroadband internet access

services, as applicable, is currently providing

substantially the same or similar service anywhere within

the boundaries of the city, town or political subdivision;

(ii) Have submitted a written request to all

private providers of telecommunications services or

broadband internet access services within the boundaries of

the city, town or political subdivision for provision of
the same quality and grade of telecommunications service or

broadband internet access service within the same time

frame and at the same consumer prices proposed under the

exclusive contract;
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(iii) Determine, after notice and opportunity

for a public hearing that the private telecommunications

service or broadband internet access service providers have

not agreed within ninety (90) days of the receipt of the
request submitted pursuant to paragraph (ii) of this
subsection to provide the same quality and grade of service
within the same time frame and at the same consumer prices
as proposed under the exclusive contract, or 1f the
provider has agreed, that the provider has not commenced
providing or constructing facilities to provide the service

in the manner agreed upon; and

(b) The governing body of a city or town or other
political subdivision shall allow the nondiscriminatory,
nonexclusive and competitively neutral use of its rights-
of-way including its poles, conduits, ducts or similar
support structures by any telecommunications company oOr

broadband internet access company and nothing in this

section shall be construed to the contrary.

(c) Nothing in this section shall restrict the

governing body of a city or town, or other political
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subdivision, from providing a telecommunications service, a

LA

broadband internet access service or a related facility:

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
restrict the governing body of a city or town or other
political subdivision, from providing a telecommunications

service or broadband internet access service to a party

within the geographic area in which the city, town or
political subdivision operates as a telecommunications
utility. Any city, town or political subdivision providing

a telecommunications service under this subsection shall:

(1) Provide the telecommunications service or

broadband internet access service on a nondiscriminatory,

nonexclusive and competitively neutral basis; and

(11) Provide the telecommunications service or

broadband internet access service at a price which covers

cost, including imputed <costs that the city, town or
political subdivision would incur if it were a for-profit

telecommunications company.
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(e) Any person may complain to the commission, and

the commission may on its own motion initiate an
investigation, concerning any alleged violation of this

section by a city, town or political subdivision, subject

to the following:

(ii) If the city, town or political subdivision
does not cure the anticompetitive Dbehavior within ninety
(90) days, the commission shall commence a contested case
hearing on the complaint, governed Dby the Wyoming
Administrative Procedure Act, W.S. 16-3-101 et seq. If,
following the hearing, the commission finds that the city,
town or political subdivision has wviolated this section,
the commission shall prohibit the city, town or political
subdivision from providing any telecommunications service

or broadband internet access service until the violation of

this section is remedied.

hkkkhkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkx
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STAFF COMMENT
At the July meeting there was a request to identify how the
bill could be modified to remove the broadband provisions.

Those changes are all reflected in 37-15-413 above.
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37-15-501. Universal service fund created;
contributions; administration.

(b) The commission shall after notice and opportunity

for hearing, designate the method by which the
contributions shall be calculated, collected and
distributed. The commission shall authorize a monthly
charge to customers, in the amount specified Dby the
commission, to recover each contributor's required payment
to the universal service fund. Any charge related to mobile
telecommunications service shall only apply if the
customer's place of primary use 1is 1n this state as
provided by the Mobile Telecommunications Sourcing Act, 4
U.S.C. 116 to 126. The ©provisions of the Mobile
Telecommunications Sourcing Act shall apply to this

subsection. In the case of prepaid wireless

telecommunications access, the charge shall be imposed as

provided in subsection (j) of this section. No contribution

is required and no charge shall be imposed on lifeline

services provided under the federal lifeline program.

(c) The commission shall administer the monies in the
universal service fund to assist only those customers of
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telecommunications companies located in areas of this state
with relatively high rates for noncompetitive essentiat
local exchange services. Services deemed competitive under
W.S. 37-15-202(a), (c) or (d) shall not be eligible for
universal service fund support under this article. The
commission, after notice and opportunity for hearing, shall
determine a reasonable amount and a fair method of
distributing monies. The commission may authorize a credit
to customer bills, in the amount specified by the
commission, to reflect distributions received by the local
exchange company from the wuniversal service fund. The
commission shall ensure that the method shall promote the
emergence of competition in providing local exchange

service.

(d) In accordance with the method of distribution
determined by the commission, a telecommunications company
shall, unless 1t elects to receive Wyoming universal
service funds pursuant to the method set forth in
subsection (g) of this section, receive funds under this
section to the extent that its noncompetitive essentialt
local exchange service prices, after consideration of any
contributions from the federal universal service fund,
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exceed the price benchmark established in subsection (h) of

this section.

(g) A telecommunications company that undertakes the
requirements set forth in this subsection may make a one-
time, irrevocable before July 1, 2023, election in writing
to the commission to receive Wyoming universal service
funds pursuant to this subsection rather than pursuant to
subsection (d) of this section. In order to receive funds

pursuant to this subsection, the company shall provide

essentiat—noncompetitive local exchange service, or its

functional equivalent, upon reasonable request throughout
the local exchange area of a rural incumbent local exchange
carrier, as defined by the federal communications
commission on January 1, 2015, at a price not exceeding the
price Dbenchmark established in subsection (h) of this
section. A telecommunications company which elects to
receive Wyoming universal service funds pursuant to this
subsection shall receive funds to the extent that its loop
costs, as reflected in the company's most recent annual
filing of unseparated loop costs filed with the Universal
Service Administration Company, exceed the company's most
recent annual federal universal service funds receipts and
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annual local revenues. In calculating annual local
revenues the commission shall utilize the imputed price
benchmark established 1n subsection (h) of this section.
If an otherwise qualified company elects to receive Wyoming
universal service funds pursuant to this subsection, but
does not file an annual unseparated loop cost report with
the Universal Service Administration Company, it shall file

the equivalent information with the commission.

(h) The price Dbenchmark shall Dbe thirty dollars
($30.00) unless otherwise adjusted by the commission
pursuant to this subsection. The commission shall review
the price benchmark one (1) time every four (4) years and,
after review, shall adjust the benchmark as necessary to

assure that 1t approximates one hundred thirty percent

(130%) of the weighted statewide average essentiat—local
exchange service price. The commission may change the price
benchmark at any time if, after notice and opportunity for
a hearing, the commission determines that the price

benchmark does not approximate one hundred thirty percent

(130%) of the weighted statewide average essentiat—local
exchange service price and that the price benchmark should
be adjusted by ten percent (10%) or more.
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(j) Beginning July 1, 2026, for prepaid wireless

telecommunications access the charge shall be imposed on

every retail sale of prepaid wireless communications access

in Wyoming. The charge shall not be imposed on sales of

prepaid wireless communications access intended for resale

or upon any state or local governmental entity. The

following shall apply to the charge under this subsection:

(i) The rate of the charge shall Dbe the

percentage rate applicable to intrastate telecommunications

service, as determined Dby the commission pursuant to

subsection (a) of this section, multiplied by one (1) minus

the interstate wireless safe harbor percentage as

determined by the Federal Communications Commission for

calculating the federal wuniversal service fund charge,

rounded to one (1) decimal point;

(ii) The rate of the universal service fund

charge on prepaid wireless telecommunications access shall

only change once in a calendar year and any rate change

shall only occur on the first day of a calendar quarter.

The commission shall notify the department of revenue not
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less than forty-five (45) days prior to the proposed rate

change, and the department of revenue shall notify sellers

not less than thirty (30) days prior to the rate change. If

the notification deadlines under this paragraph are not

met, the rate change shall take effect on the first day of

the next calendar quarter;

(iii) A seller shall collect the charge from

each purchaser of prepaid wireless communications access,

which purchaser shall Dbe considered a service user. The

amount of the charge shall be either separately stated on

an 1invoice, receipt or other similar document that 1is

provided to the service user by the seller or shall be

otherwise disclosed to the service user;

(iv) For purposes of this subsection, a retail

sale of prepaid wireless communications access occurs 1in

Wyoming 1if the transaction would be sourced to Wyoming

under W.S. 39-15-104(f) (x1i) (C) ;

(v) The charge under this subsection is the

liability of the service user and the seller. The seller
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shall be liable to remit all charges due or collected as

provided in subsection (viii) of this section;

(vi) If the charge collected pursuant to this

subsection is separately stated on an invoice, receipt or

similar document provided to the service user Dby the

service supplier, the charge shall not be included in the

base for calculating any other tax, fee, surcharge or other

charge imposed by this state, any political subdivision of

the state or any other governmental agency;

(vii) When prepaid wireless communication access

is sold with one (1) or more other products or services for

a single, nonitemized price, the charge authorized by

subsection (a) of this section shall not be applied to a

retail sale of prepaid wireless communications access of

ten (10) or fewer minutes or that has a wvalue of five

dollars ($5.00) or less;

(viii) All charges collected under this

subsection shall be remitted by the seller who collected

them to the department of revenue as follows:
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(A) A seller shall remit to the department

of revenue all charges collected at the times and in the

manner provided by W.S. 39-15-107(a). The department of

revenue may establish Dby rule procedures reasonably

necessary to facilitate the transfer of the charges. The

seller shall be subject to the penalty and enforcement

provisions provided by W.S. 39-15-108 for any failure to

collect or remit charges under this subsection;

(B) A seller remitting collected charges

under this paragraph may deduct and retain three percent

(3%) of the charges collected as the cost of administration

for collecting the charges;

(C) The audit and appeal procedures

applicable to the collection of state sales taxes shall

apply to the collection and remittance of charges

authorized by this subsection;

(D) Pursuant to rules adopted for this

purpose, the department of revenue shall establish a

procedure by which seller shall document that a transaction

is not a retail sale subject to the charge imposed by this
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subsection. The procedure shall be substantially similar to

the procedure used to document a sale for resale

transaction for purposes of sales tax;

(E) A seller may combine the universal

service fund charge imposed by this subsection and the 911

emergency tax imposed by W.S. 16-9-109 into a single

combined charge <collected on a retail sale of prepaid

wireless communications access and remitted to the

department of revenue. If the seller elects to combine the

universal service fund charge and the 911 emergency tax,

the combined charge shall be identified as "911/USF Charge"

on the invoice, receipt or other similar document that is

provided to the service user by the seller or otherwise

disclosed by the seller to the service user.

(ix) The charges collected by the department of

revenue under this subsection shall not be general revenues

of the state and shall be held by the department 1in a

separate account for distribution as follows:

(A) The department shall deduct one percent

of the total monies collected to cover its

'_\
o°
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administrative expenses and costs, which amount shall be

remitted to the treasurer for credit to the general fund;

(B) After deduction of the amount

authorized by subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the

department shall pay all remaining amounts collected to the

universal service fund. If a seller elects to remit a

single combined 911/USF Charge, the department of revenue

shall remit funds to the universal service fund and to the

counties proportionally based on the respective rates of

the 911 emergency tax and the universal service fund

charge;

(C) The payment authorized by subparagraph

(B) of this paragraph shall be remitted monthly to the

universal service fund no later than the end of the

following calendar month;

(x) The department of revenue shall promulgate

any rules necessary to implement this subsection;

(xi) As used in this subsection:
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(A) "Prepaid wireless communications

access" means wireless communications access which requires

advance payment and that is sold in predetermined units or

dollars of which the number declines with use in a known

amount;

(B) "Service user" means any person who

purchases prepaid wireless telecommunications access in a

retail transaction;

(C) "Seller" means a person who sells

prepaid wireless telecommunications access 1in a retail

transaction.

37-15-502. Universal service fund eligibility and

distribution to carriers.

(a) Telecommunications companies which use cellular,

radio spectrum or other wireless technology to provide

suppeorted—essential services to customers who are otherwise
eligible to receive universal service support pursuant to
W.S. 37-15-501, may establish eligibility to receive
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universal service fund distributions in an amount to be

determined by the commission, provided that:

(i) The telecommunications company will offer

and advertise all services supported by the universal

service fund supperted——serviees—throughout the entire local

exchange area;

(iii) The telecommunications company's bill to
the customer reflects a credit for the amount of
distribution the company receives from the state universal

service fund for providing services supported by the

universal service fund supperted——serviees—to that customer;

and

Section 2. W.S. 37-15-103 (a) (iv) (A) through (D),

(xvi) and 37-15-104(a) (i) through (xiii) are repealed.

Section 3. The department of revenue shall adopt any
rules required by W.S. 37-15-501(j) not later than July 1,

2026.

Section 4.
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(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section, this act 1is effective immediately upon completion
of all acts necessary for a bill to become law as provided

by Article 4, Section 8 of the Wyoming Constitution.

(b) Sections 1 and 2 of this act are effective July

1, 2025.

(END)
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