
Wyoming State Statutes with applicability to gray wolves 

 

23-1-101. Definitions of wildlife. 

  

(a) As used in this act: 

  

(i) "Big game animal" means antelope, bighorn sheep, deer, elk, moose or mountain goat; 

  

(ii) "Exotic species" means any wild animals, including amphibians, reptiles, mollusks, crustaceans or 

birds not found in a wild, free or unconfined status in Wyoming; 

  

(iii) "Furbearing animal" means badger, beaver, bobcat, marten, mink, muskrat or weasel; 

  

(iv) "Game bird" means grouse, partridge, pheasant, ptarmigan, quail, wild turkey and migratory game 

birds; 

  

(v) "Game fish" means bass, catfish, crappie, grayling, burbot, northern pike, perch, salmon, sauger, 

sunfish, trout, walleye or whitefish unless the species is otherwise designated by the commission in 

specific waters through rule and regulation; 

  

(vi) "Migratory game bird" means all migratory game birds defined and protected under federal law; 

  

(vii) "Predacious bird" means English sparrow and starling; 

  

(viii) "Predatory animal" means: 

  

(A) Coyote, jackrabbit, porcupine, raccoon, red fox, skunk or stray cat; and 

  

(B) Until the date gray wolves are removed from the list of experimental nonessential population, 

endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108, "predatory 

animal" includes wolves . After that date, "predatory animal" shall include any gray wolf within areas of 



the state where the state of Wyoming has jurisdiction for wildlife management, but not within an area 

of the state in which the gray wolf is: 

  

(I) Designated as a trophy game animal under subdivision (xii)(B)(I) or (II) of this subsection. 

  

(II) Repealed By Laws 2012, Ch. 25, § 2. 

  

(ix) "Protected animal" means black-footed ferret, fisher, lynx, otter, pika or wolverine; 

  

(x) "Protected bird" means migratory birds as defined and protected under federal law; 

  

(xi) "Small game animal" means cottontail rabbit or snowshoe hare, and fox, grey and red squirrels; 

  

(xii) "Trophy game animal" means: 

  

(A) Black bear, grizzly bear or mountain lion; and 

  

(B) From and after the date gray wolves are removed from the list of experimental nonessential 

population, endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108: 

  

(I) "Trophy game animal" shall include any gray wolf within those tracts of land within the following 

described area: northwest Wyoming beginning at the junction of Wyoming Highway 120 and the 

Wyoming-Montana state line; southerly along Wyoming Highway 120 to the Greybull River; 

southwesterly up said river to the Wood River; southwesterly up said river to the Shoshone National 

Forest boundary; southerly along said boundary to the Wind River Indian Reservation boundary; 

westerly, then southerly along said boundary to the Continental Divide; southeasterly along said divide 

to the Middle Fork of Boulder Creek; westerly down said creek to Boulder Creek; westerly down said 

creek to the Bridger-Teton National Forest boundary; northwesterly along said boundary to its 

intersection with U.S. Highway 189-191; northwesterly along said highway to the intersection with U.S. 

Highway 26-89-191; northerly along said highway to Wyoming Highway 22 in the town of Jackson; 

westerly along said highway to the Wyoming-Idaho state line; north along said state line to the southern 

boundary of Yellowstone National Park; east and north along said boundary to the Wyoming-Montana 

state line; then east along said state line to Wyoming Highway 120; 

  



(II) "Trophy game animal" shall include any gray wolf located, from October 15 through the last day of 

February in the subsequent year, within the following described area: beginning at the boundary 

described in subdivision (B)(I) of this paragraph, where the Bridger-Teton National Forest boundary 

intersects U.S. Highway 189-191 at Hoback Rim; westerly and then southerly along said forest boundary 

to its intersection with USFS Road 10125 (McDougal Gap Road); westerly along said road to USFS Road 

10138 (Grey's River Road); southerly along said road to Sheep Creek; westerly down said creek to Grey's 

River; southwesterly up said river to Bear Creek; southwesterly up said creek to the hydrographic divide 

between Bear Creek and Willow Creek; west from said divide to USFS Road 10080 (Willow Creek Road); 

northwesterly along said road to Lincoln County Road 123; southerly along said road to USFS Road 

10081 (Grover Park Road); southerly then westerly along said road to Lincoln County Road 172; westerly 

along said road to the junction with Wyoming Highway 237; westerly along said highway to Wyoming 

Highway 238; southerly along said highway to Lincoln County Road 134; westerly along said road to the 

Wyoming-Idaho state line; north along said state line to Wyoming Highway 22 where the boundary 

described in this subdivision will rejoin the boundary described in subdivision (B)(I) of this paragraph. 

  

(xiii) "Wildlife" means all wild mammals, birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles, crustaceans and mollusks, and 

wild bison designated by the Wyoming game and fish commission and the Wyoming livestock board 

within Wyoming. 

  

(b) Repealed By Laws 2012, Ch. 25, § 2. 

 

23-1-103. Ownership of wildlife; purpose of provisions. 

 For the purpose of this act, all wildlife in Wyoming is the property of the state. It is the purpose of this 

act and the policy of the state to provide an adequate and flexible system for control, propagation, 

management, protection and regulation of all Wyoming wildlife. There shall be no private ownership of 

live animals classified in this act as big or trophy game animals or of any wolf or wolf hybrid. 

23-1-108. Delisting of gray wolves as experimental, nonessential population, endangered species or 

threatened species. 

 Gray wolves shall be deemed removed from the list of experimental nonessential population, 

endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming upon final publication in the Federal Register by 

appropriate federal agencies removing the gray wolf from all listings as an experimental nonessential 

population, endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming. 

 

23-1-901.  Owner of damaged property to report damage; claims for damages; time for filing; 

determination; appeal; arbitration. 

  



(a)  Any landowner, lessee or agent whose property is being damaged by any of the big or trophy game 

animals or game birds of this state shall, not later than fifteen (15) days after the damage is discovered 

by the owner of the property or the representative of the owner, report the damage to the nearest 

game warden, damage control warden, supervisor or commission member. 

  

(b)  Any landowner, lessee or agent claiming damages from the state for injury or destruction of 

property by big or trophy game animals or game birds of this state shall present a verified claim for the 

damages to the Wyoming game and fish department not later than sixty (60) days after the damage or 

last item of damage is discovered. The claim shall specify the damage and amount claimed. As used in 

this subsection, "verified claim" means a claim which the claimant has signed and sworn to be accurate 

before a person authorized to administer oaths. 

  

(c)  The department shall consider the claims based upon a description of the livestock or bees damaged 

or killed by a trophy game animal, the damaged land, growing cultivated crops, stored crops including 

honey and hives, seed crops, improvements and extraordinary damage to grass. The commission is 

authorized to establish by rule, methods, factors and formulas to be used for determining the amount to 

compensate any landowner, lessee or agent for livestock damaged as a result of, missing as a result of, 

or killed by trophy game animals. Claims shall be investigated by the department and rejected or 

allowed within ninety (90) days after submission, and paid in the amount determined to be due. In the 

event the department fails to act within ninety (90) days, the claim, including interest based on local 

bank preferred rates, shall be deemed to have been allowed. No award shall be allowed to any 

landowner who has not permitted hunting on his property during authorized hunting seasons. Any 

person failing to comply with any provision of this section is barred from making any claim against the 

department for damages. Any claimant aggrieved by the decision of the department may appeal to the 

commission within thirty (30) days after receipt of the decision of the department as provided by rules 

of practice and procedure promulgated by the commission. The commission shall review the 

department decision at its next meeting following receipt of notice of request for review. The 

commission shall review the investigative report of the department, and it may approve, modify or 

reverse the decision of the department. 

  

(d)  Within ninety (90) days after receiving notice of the decision of the commission, the claimant may in 

writing to the department call for arbitration. Within fifteen (15) days after the department receives the 

call for arbitration, the claimant and the department shall each appoint a disinterested arbitrator who is 

an elector residing in the county where the damage occurred and notify each other of the appointment. 

Within twenty (20) days after their appointment, the two (2) arbitrators shall appoint a third arbitrator 

possessing the same qualifications. If the third arbitrator is not appointed within the time prescribed, 

the judge of the district court of the county or the court commissioner in the absence of the judge shall 

appoint the third arbitrator upon the application of either arbitrator. 

  



(e)  At least twenty (20) days before the hearing, the board of arbitrators shall provide the claimant and 

department notice of the time and place in the county when and where the parties will be heard and 

the claim investigated and decided by the board. A written copy of the decision shall be promptly served 

upon each party. Within ten (10) days after receipt of the decision, either party may apply to the board 

for modification of the decision under W.S. 1-36-111. Either party may apply to the district court for 

vacation of a decision under W.S. 1-36-114(a) or correction or modification of a decision under W.S. 1-

36-115 within thirty (30) days after receipt of the decision or within twenty (20) days after action by the 

board on an application for modification under W.S. 1-36-111. 

  

(f)  If no applications under subsection (e) of this section are made after receipt of the decision, the 

commission shall promptly pay the amount, if any, including interest based on local bank preferred 

rates, awarded by the board. Within thirty (30) days after the award is final, the board's reasonable 

service and expense charges shall be paid by: 

  

(i)  The claimant if the award is no greater than the amount originally authorized by the commission; 

  

(ii)  Otherwise, the commission. 

  

(g)  For purposes of this section, eligibility for damage compensation shall include gray wolves located 

in: 

  

(i)  The area described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II) regardless of the date on which the damage 

occurs; 

  

(ii)  Subject to subsection (h) of this section, an area of land designated by the commission in rule which 

is adjacent to the area described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II) regardless of the date on which the 

damage occurs. 

  

(h)  The commission shall establish in rule a process for persons to request that an area of land adjacent 

to the area described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II) be designated as an area where property 

owners are eligible for damage compensation for damage caused by gray wolves . The rules shall 

provide that: 

  

(i)  The adjacent area of land is outside the area described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II); 

  



(ii)  The adjacent area of land is part of a contiguous tract of land a portion of which is currently located 

within the boundaries described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II); 

  

(iii)  The adjacent area of land is privately owned; 

  

(iv)  The private landowner of the adjacent area of land consents to the designation; 

  

(v)  The designation of the adjacent area of land shall not subtract from or diminish the area described in 

W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II). 

 

 

23-1-302. Powers and duties. 

  

(a) The commission is directed and empowered: 

  

(i) To fix season and bag limits, open, shorten or close seasons including providing for season extensions 

for hunters with disabilities as established by commission rules and regulation, on any species or sex of 

wildlife for any type of legal weapon, except predatory animals, predacious birds, protected animals, 

and protected birds, in any specified locality of Wyoming, and to give notice thereof; 

  

(ii) To establish zones and areas in which trophy game animals may be taken as game animals with a 

license or, with the exception of gray wolves , in the same manner as predatory animals without a 

license, giving proper regard to the livestock and game industries in those particular areas; 

 

(xxix)  After the date gray wolves are removed from the list of experimental nonessential population, 

endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108, to set seasons and 

bag limits for gray wolves designated as trophy game animals pursuant to W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) and 

(II), and to regulate the number of gray wolves which may be taken under a license issued under this act 

or as necessary to carry out the commission's duties under this act; 

 

 

 

 



23-1-304.  Classification of gray wolves . 

  

(a)  The commission shall by rule and regulation set seasons and bag limits within those areas where 

gray wolves are designated as trophy game animals pursuant to W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) and (II). The 

seasons and bag limits shall be set annually in a manner the commission determines, through rule and 

regulation, as necessary to reasonably ensure at least ten (10) breeding pairs of gray wolves and a total 

of at least one hundred (100) individual gray wolves are located in this state outside of Yellowstone 

National Park and the Wind River Indian Reservation at the end of the current calendar year. 

  

(b)  Repealed by Laws 2007, Ch. 168, 5. 

  

(c)  For purposes of this section "breeding pair" means an adult male and an adult female 

gray wolf raising at least two (2) pups of the year until December 31. The number of breeding pairs shall 

be certified by the department prior to January 31 of each year. 

  

(d)  The department shall institute and maintain an active program of population monitoring statewide 

subject to the following: 

  

(i)  Population monitoring shall include techniques that accurately determine the population and 

movement of gray wolves in areas of the state where gray wolves are designated as trophy game 

animals; 

  

(ii)  The commission is authorized to enter into memoranda of understanding with the United States fish 

and wildlife service or other federal agencies to ensure accurate and adequate monitoring 

of wolf population levels and movements; 

  

(iii)  In all areas of the state, except where otherwise provided, any person who takes a wolf shall notify 

the department where the take occurred within ten (10) days; 

  

(iv)  In areas of the state where gray wolves are designated as trophy game animals, any person who 

takes a wolf shall notify the department of the take and where the take occurred within a time period 

set by rule and regulation, which shall not exceed seventy-two (72) hours; 

  



(v)  In areas of the state where gray wolves are designated as trophy game animals, any person who 

takes a wolf shall submit the wolf or parts thereof, as defined by rule and regulation, to the department 

for inspection within a time period established by rule and regulation which will not exceed ten (10) 

days; 

  

(vi)  Any information regarding the number or nature of wolves legally taken within the state of 

Wyoming shall only be released in its aggregate form and no information of a private or confidential 

nature shall be released without the written consent of the person to whom the information may refer. 

Information identifying any person legally taking a wolf within this state is solely for the use of the 

department or appropriate law enforcement offices and is not a public record for purposes of W.S. 16-4-

201 through 16-4-205. 

  

(e)  The department shall actively monitor big game animal herd populations statewide to determine 

whether and to what extent the gray wolf is negatively impacting big game animal herds, and thereby 

hunting opportunities. To the extent permitted by this title, and notwithstanding other provisions of this 

title by those means authorized by the commission, the department shall manage the 

gray wolf population as necessary to ensure the long-term health and viability of any big game animal 

herd that is being threatened in this state. 

  

(f)  This section shall apply from and after the date gray wolves are removed from the list of 

experimental nonessential population, endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as 

provided by W.S. 23-1-108. 

  

(g)  The commission is authorized, through rule and regulation, to use management techniques including 

the use of aerial hunting and hazing by the department and issuance of permits to private landowners to 

take wolves to protect private property including, but not limited to, livestock and other domesticated 

animals from wolf depredation. 

  

(h)  Within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving notification from a landowner or his designee that any 

gray wolf in those areas of the state where gray wolves are designated as trophy game animals has 

harassed, injured, maimed or killed livestock or any domesticated animal, the department shall respond 

and initiate appropriate management actions. The department may use the management techniques 

authorized under subsection (g) of this section or any other management methods necessary, to 

minimize the harassing, injuring, maiming or killing of livestock and other domesticated animals in those 

areas of the state where gray wolves are designated as trophy game animals. 

  

(j)  At any time that there exists the number of breeding pairs of gray wolves and the number of 

individual gray wolves specified in subsection (a) of this section, the department is authorized to take 



any action necessary to reduce the effects of gray wolf predation on wild ungulate herds in areas of the 

state experiencing unacceptable impacts from gray wolf predation. 

  

(k)  The commission is authorized to enter into memoranda of understanding with any federal agency or 

other state's wildlife agency to carry out any provision of this section and Wyoming's wolf management 

plan, including the use of aerial hunting. 

  

(m)  The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations authorizing lethal control 

of wolves harassing, injuring, maiming or killing livestock or other domesticated animals and 

for wolves occupying geographic areas where chronic wolf predation occurs. The rules and regulations 

shall provide that nonlethal control actions will be used if lethal control could cause relisting 

of wolves under the endangered species act or if requested by the livestock or domesticated animal 

owner or agent. 

  

(n)  The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations providing for issuance of permits to 

landowners or livestock owners for removing wolves which are harassing, injuring, maiming or killing 

livestock or other domesticated animals and for wolves occupying geographic areas where 

chronic wolf predation occurs. Permits issued or renewed under this subsection shall be valid for not 

more than forty-five (45) days from issuance or renewal. The permits shall be issued as long as the 

removals authorized by such permits could not reduce the numbers of gray wolves below ten (10) 

breeding pairs or a total of one hundred (100) individual gray wolves within the state and outside of 

Yellowstone National Park and the Wind River Indian Reservation. The rules shall provide for suspending 

the issuance of permits or cancelling existing permits if further lethal control could cause the numbers of 

gray wolves to be reduced below ten (10) breeding pairs or a total of one hundred (100) individuals in 

the state outside of Yellowstone National Park and the Wind River Indian Reservation. 

  

(o)  The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations establishing a fair compensation program to 

compensate for wolf predation on livestock as provided in W.S. 23-1-901. 

  

(p)  Repealed by Laws 2008, Ch. 44, 2. 

 

23-2-101. Fees; restrictions; nonresident application fee; nonresident licenses; verification of 

residency required. 

(A) Resident gray wolf license  

      19.00 

  



(B) Nonresident gray wolf license  

      185.00 

 

 

23-2-303.  Trapping licenses; tagging; traps and snares; penalty; confiscation; inspection; interference 

with trapping. 

  

(a)  Any person may, in the discretion of the department upon application and the payment of the 

proper fee, receive a license to trap any furbearing animal. The department shall issue a trapping license 

to a nonresident only if his state issues licenses to Wyoming residents to trap the same species for which 

residents of that state may be licensed to trap in that state. Any nonresident applying for a Wyoming 

trapping license shall furnish: 

  

(i)  A notarized affidavit stating the applicant's legal address including his state of residence; and 

  

(ii)  A copy of the most current statutes or rules and regulations of the applicant's state of residence 

which show that the state issues nonresident trapping licenses which authorize Wyoming residents to 

trap the same species for which residents of that state may be licensed to trap in that state. 

  

(b)  At the time of application for a trapping license, the department shall determine: 

  

(i)  The area in the district where the trapper may take furbearing animals; 

  

(ii)  Allowable harvests of furbearing animals within designated areas which may be taken in a given 

time. 

  

(c)  Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 156, 2. 

  

(d)  The commission, following consultation with other affected entities, may promulgate rules and 

regulations establishing specifications for snares, breakaway weights, location of breakaway devices, 

loop size and anchors for trapping and snaring of furbearing and predatory animals. All traps and snares 

used for furbearing or predatory animals shall be permanently marked or tagged with the name and 

address of the owner or the identification number assigned to the owner by the department. Any 



identification number attached to a trap or snare pursuant to this subsection is solely for the use of the 

department or appropriate law enforcement officers and is not a public record for purposes of W.S. 16-

4-201 through 16-4-205. No trap or snare shall be set for furbearing or predatory animals within thirty 

(30) feet of any exposed bait or carcass over five (5) pounds in weight. As used in this subsection, 

"exposed bait or carcass" means the meat or viscera of any part of a mammal, bird or fish, excluding 

dried bones. All snares used for taking furbearing or predatory animals shall be equipped with a break-

away device. Unless otherwise specified in this subsection, all steel-jawed leghold traps shall be checked 

by the owner at least once during each seventy-two (72) hour period unless extensions are granted by 

the department. All snares and quick kill body grip traps shall be checked by the owner not less than 

once each week unless extensions are granted by the department. All wildlife caught in any trap or 

snare shall upon discovery, be removed immediately by the owner. Violation of this subsection 

constitutes a low misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-202(a)(v). 

  

(e)  After the date gray wolves are removed from the list of experimental nonessential population, 

endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108 the commission 

may enact rules and regulations setting forth the specifications for traps and snares used for the taking 

of gray wolves and the time period for checking such traps and snares. Except as otherwise provided by 

commission rule, the provisions in this section regulating the trapping of furbearing and predatory 

animals shall apply to the trapping of gray wolves . 

  

(f)  Any trap or snare found in the field not bearing the name and address of the owner of the trap or 

snare or the identification number assigned by the department to the owner of the trap or snare may be 

confiscated by any employee of the department. Any landowner or his agent may inspect any trap or 

snare set on his property, may remove the trap or snare and may release or remove from the trap or 

snare any wildlife which has not been taken lawfully. The landowner or his agent shall notify the 

department of any such wildlife, excluding predatory animals, as soon as practicably possible after 

removing the wildlife from a trap or snare. 

  

(g)  A violation of this subsection constitutes a low misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-

202(a)(v). Except as otherwise provided in this section, no person shall intentionally: 

  

(i)  Tamper with or remove a trap or snare set and maintained in compliance with this act; or 

  

(ii)  Release or remove a furbearer or predator from a trap or snare set and maintained in compliance 

with this act. 

 

 



23-3-102. Taking certain game animals without license or during a closed season prohibited. 

  

(a) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, any person who takes any big or trophy game 

animal or gray wolf where classified as a trophy game animal without the proper license or authority is 

guilty of a high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-202(a)(ii). The taking of each animal is 

a separate offense. 

  

(b) Repealed By Laws 2007, Ch. 62, § 2. 

  

(c) Repealed By Laws 2007, Ch. 62, § 2. 

  

(d) Any person who knowingly takes any antlered elk, antlered deer, antlered moose, horned antelope, 

bighorn sheep, mountain goat, mountain lion, grizzly bear or black bear without the proper license or 

during a closed season except as otherwise permitted by this act is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable 

by a fine of not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) nor more than ten thousand dollars 

($10,000.00), imprisonment for not more than one (1) year, or both. A third or subsequent conviction 

within ten (10) years for a violation of this subsection shall constitute a felony punishable by a fine of 

not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) nor more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), 

imprisonment for not more than two (2) years, or both. For the purposes of determining whether a 

violation of this subsection is a felony, convictions resulting from the same occurrence shall be 

considered a single conviction even if the result of the occurrence is more than one (1) misdemeanor 

conviction. The provisions of W.S. 6-8-101(a) shall not apply to convictions under this section. 

23-3-103. Taking predatory animals, predacious birds and trophy animals; taking furbearing animals 

and game birds without license prohibited. 

  

(a) Predatory animals and predacious birds may be taken without a license in any manner and at any 

time except as provided by W.S. 23-2-303(d) and (e), 23-3-112, 23-3-304(b), 23-3-305 and 23-3-307. The 

department shall report annually to the Wyoming department of agriculture the number of predatory 

animals and predacious birds taken by the department's animal damage control agents, and include in 

the report the area where taken and the control method used. 

  

(b) In areas designated by the commission under W.S. 23-1-302(a)(ii), specified trophy game animals 

may be taken in the same manner as predatory animals without a license. 

  



(c) Any person who takes any furbearing animal or game bird without the appropriate license, except as 

otherwise provided by this act is guilty of a low misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-

202(a)(v). 

23-3-115. Taking black bear, mountain lion, gray wolf , bobcat, weasel, badger, squirrels or muskrat 

for damaging property. 

  

(a) Any black bear, mountain lion, bobcat, weasel, badger, gray, red and fox squirrels or muskrat doing 

damage to private property may be immediately taken and killed by the owner of the property, 

employee of the owner or lessee of the property. 

  

(b) The owner, employee or lessee shall immediately notify the nearest game warden of the killing of 

black bear, bobcat or mountain lion. The owner, employee or lessee shall save and care for the skin and 

procure a Wyoming game tag for the skin of black bear, mountain lion or bobcat. 

  

(c) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section relating to the taking of animals doing damage to 

private property shall apply to gray wolves from and after the date gray wolves are removed from the 

list of experimental nonessential population, endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as 

provided by W.S. 23-1-108. For purposes of this section as it applies to gray wolves , "doing damage to 

private property" means actual biting, wounding, grasping or killing of livestock or a dog, or chasing, 

molesting or harassing of livestock or a dog by a wolf that would indicate to a reasonable person that 

actual biting, wounding, grasping or killing of the livestock or dog is likely to occur at any moment. The 

owner, employee or lessee acting under authority of this section shall notify the department of the 

killing of a gray wolf within an area of the state in which the gray wolf is designated as a trophy game 

animal. The notification shall be made within seventy-two (72) hours of the kill. 

 

23-3-301.  Importation and sale of wildlife prohibited; exceptions. 

  

(a)  No person shall import into Wyoming from any source any living antelope, bear, deer, elk, moose, 

mountain goat, mountain lion, bighorn sheep, wolf , wolf hybrid nor any living wildlife except as 

otherwise permitted by this act. 

  

(b)  No person shall sell any living antelope, bear, deer, elk, moose, mountain goat, mountain lion, 

bighorn sheep, wolf , wolf hybrid or falcon except as permitted by the commission. 

  

(c)  No person shall knowingly import into Wyoming or knowingly possess from any source any wildlife 

or wildlife parts taken illegally in any other state or country. 



  

(d)  Violation of this section constitutes a high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-

202(a)(ii). 

 

23-3-304.  Certain trapping devices unlawful; game for bait prohibited; baiting big game animals 

prohibited; penalties. 

  

(a)  No person shall take or wound any game animal, game bird, or game fish by use of any pit, pitfall, 

net, trap, deadfall, poison, or other similar device except as otherwise provided. From and after the date 

gray wolves are removed from the list of experimental nonessential population, endangered species or 

threatened species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108, gray wolves may be taken with a trap or 

snare only as allowed by and in accordance with rules and regulations of the commission. 

  

(b)  No person shall take a game animal, game bird, or game fish, and use any parts thereof, for bait to 

trap or poison any wildlife of Wyoming. 

  

(c)  Violation of this section constitutes a high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-

202(a)(ii). 

  

(d)  No person shall place any bait for the purpose of taking a big game animal nor shall any person 

knowingly take a big game animal by the use of any bait that has been deposited, placed, distributed or 

scattered in a manner to constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over the area where any 

hunter is taking big game animals. Nothing in this subsection shall: 

  

(i)  Apply to normal or accepted agricultural management practices; 

  

(ii)  Prohibit taking big game animals over stored and standing crops, salt, mineral or other feed 

scattered solely as a result of normal and accepted agricultural practices; 

  

(iii)  Apply to the placement, distribution, depositing or scattering of bait, as approved by the game and 

fish commission, for the taking of big game animals by any legally blind person, person confined to a 

wheelchair or person hunting with a license issued pursuant to W.S. 23-1-705(j); 

  



(iv)  Apply to the placement, distribution, depositing or scattering of bait for the taking of big game 

animals in hunt areas to address population management, damage, disease or human safety issues. The 

commission shall promulgate rules and regulations governing the provisions of this paragraph. 

  

(e)  As used in subsection (d) of this section, "bait" means the direct or indirect placing, exposing, 

depositing, distributing or scattering of salt, hay, grain, fruit, nuts or chemical, mineral or other feed as 

an attraction or enticement for big game animals, regardless of the kind and quantity. A chemical used 

as an attractant or mask rather than for consumption shall not be considered "bait". 

  

(f)  Repealed By Laws 2007, Ch. 62, § 2. 

 

23-3-305.  Hunting from highway; entering or traveling through private property without permission; 

penalty; hunting at night without permission prohibited. 

  

(a)  No person shall hunt, shoot, or attempt to kill any wildlife from any public road or highway. 

  

(b)  No person shall enter upon, travel through or return across the private property of any person to 

take wildlife, hunt, fish, collect antlers or horns, or trap without the permission of the owner or person 

in charge of the property. Violation of this subsection constitutes a low misdemeanor punishable as 

provided in W.S. 23-6-202(a)(v). For purposes of this subsection "travel through or return across" 

requires physically touching or driving on the surface of the private property. 

  

(c)  No person shall fire any firearm from, upon, along, or across any public road or highway. 

  

(d)  No person knowingly shall fire any rifle from the enclosed lands of one person onto or across the 

enclosed lands of another without the permission of both persons. 

  

(e)  No person shall hunt at night upon privately owned or leased lands except with written permission 

of the landowner or lessee. 

 

23-3-307.  Hunting while intoxicated or under influence of controlled substance prohibited. 

  



(a)  No person shall carry a firearm with a cartridge therein, or take any wildlife in Wyoming, while 

intoxicated or under the influence of controlled substance as defined in the Wyoming Controlled 

Substances Act of 1971 or amendments thereto. 

  

(b)  Violation of this section constitutes a low misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-

202(a)(v). 

 

23-3-310.  Possession of road killed wildlife. 

  

(a)  The commission shall, in consultation with the state transportation commission, adopt rules to 

establish a program whereby any person desiring to possess wildlife killed as a result of unintentional 

motor vehicle collisions on any public road or highway in the state of Wyoming is permitted to do so, 

provided that he collects the entire road killed animal, both edible and inedible portions and possesses a 

donation certificate or Wyoming interstate game tag issued by the department, including a certificate or 

tag issued electronically. Unless otherwise provided by rule of the commission, a person desiring to 

possess a road killed animal shall contact the department before taking possession of an animal to 

obtain a donation certificate. The rules may provide that a person requesting the donation certificate 

may have to present the animal for inspection to verify its possession meets the criteria of the 

regulation. No person possessing a donation certificate shall donate a road killed animal to a nonprofit 

organization in accordance with W.S. 35-7-1302(b)(vii). 

  

(b)  None of the provisions of this section shall apply to bighorn sheep, gray wolves within any area of 

the state where gray wolves are classified as trophy game animals, grizzly bears, mountain goats, 

wildlife species covered under the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act, federal threatened or endangered 

species or those species whose possession is prohibited by federal or state statute or regulation. 

  

(c)  Nothing in this section shall authorize the taking of wildlife or possession of any illegally taken 

wildlife. 

  

(d)  Upon request of the state transportation commission, the commission shall exempt segments of 

public road or highway from the program established pursuant to this section. 

  

(e)  Once a carcass is retrieved by the department of transportation, it becomes the property of the 

department and shall be disposed of in accordance with department procedures. 

 



TITLE 11 

11-6-101. Permission to eradicate upon refusal of entry by property owner. 

  

Whenever predatory animals become a menace to livestock owned or controlled by any resident of 

Wyoming and the owner or lessee of any real estate in the vicinity where the livestock is ranged or 

pastured refuses permission to the owner of the livestock, his agents or employees, to enter upon the 

real estate for the purpose of destroying such predatory animals, entry may be obtained as provided by 

W.S. 11-6-102 and 11-6-103. 

  

11-6-102. Application to county commissioners; hearing; determination; limitation on use of firearms. 

  

The owner of the livestock may file a written application with the board of county commissioners of the 

county where the real estate is located, applying for permission to eradicate predatory animals. If, after 

giving the owner or lessee an opportunity of a hearing, the county commissioners may grant such 

permission, but the person receiving the permission shall not use firearms in destroying such animals 

without first obtaining permission from the owner or lessee of the real estate. 

  

11-6-103. Liability for damage to property. 

  

The permission granted shall permit the petitioner to enter upon the real estate but shall not relieve the 

petitioner from any damages which he inflicts upon any property of the owner or lessee of the real 

estate. 

  

11-6-104. Centralized and coordinated rodent and predator control plan authorized; release of 

information restricted. 

  

(a) The department may establish and implement a cooperative and coordinated plan for rodent and 

predator control. It may cooperate with federal agencies in the control of rodents, predatory animals 

and predacious birds, as defined in W.S. 23-1-101, which are destructive to livestock, game and poultry, 

or are detrimental to feed and foodstuffs, crops and forage production and human health. The 

department may promulgate necessary rules and regulations to carry out the purposes of this section. 

  

(b) Any information regarding the number or nature of rodents or predators legally taken within the 

state pursuant to this section shall only be released in its aggregate form. The identity of any person 

legally taking a rodent or predator within this state is solely for the use of the responsible agency or 



appropriate law enforcement agency, shall not be released without the individual's written consent and 

is not a public record for purposes of W.S. 16-4-201 through 16-4-205. 

  

11-6-105. Issuance of aerial hunting permits authorized. 

  

The department may issue permits for the aerial hunting of rodents and predators to any person for the 

protection of livestock, domesticated animals or human life, upon a showing that the person or their 

designated pilot, along with the aircraft to be utilized in the aerial hunting, have been licensed and 

qualified in accordance with the requirements of the Wyoming aeronautics commission. The 

department shall furnish to the game and fish department a list of the names and addresses of the 

persons to whom they have issued aerial permits. The department may predicate the issuance or 

retention of such permits upon the recipients' full and prompt disclosure of information as the 

department may request for submission to the authorities designated in accordance with section 13 of 

the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 or its successor. The department shall collect a fee from each person 

who has any aircraft permitted under this section on or before April 1 of each year in the amount 

authorized by W.S. 11-1-104. 

  

11-6-106. Receiving and expending monies for supplies. 

  

The department may receive money for rodent and predator control from the federal government, state 

appropriations, counties, agencies, boards, associations, commissions, individuals and any other 

cooperators and may expend such monies to purchase supplies, materials, services, and to employ or 

contract personnel for rodent and predator control. The department may make such supplies, materials, 

services and personnel available to cooperators at approximate cost. 

  

11-6-107. Disposition of proceeds. 

  

All predator furs, skins and specimens taken by hunters or trappers whose salaries are paid in full by 

cooperating agencies, shall be sold and the proceeds returned to the respective predator management 

district of the county in which the furs, skins or specimens originated. All receipts from sales of materials 

and services related to predatory animal and rodent control received by the department shall be paid 

into the state general fund. 

  

 

 



11-6-108. Cooperative agreements generally. 

  

The department may enter into cooperative agreements with other governmental agencies, counties, 

associations, corporations or individuals for carrying out the purposes of W.S. 11-6-104 through 11-6-

107. 

 

11-6-302.  Definitions. 

  

(a)  As used in this article: 

  

(i)  "Board" means the Wyoming animal damage management board (ADMB); 

  

(ii)  "Crop" or "agricultural crop" when not otherwise defined by statute means corn, oats, wheat, 

barley, flax, sorghums and other grains, potatoes, vegetables, forage legumes, hay, and any other 

product of cultivation, trees, bees, honey and hives; 

  

(iii)  "Damage" means any injury to or loss of livestock, agricultural crops or wildlife inflicted by 

predatory animals, predacious birds or depredating animals; 

  

(iv)  "Depredating animal" means any trophy game animal or furbearing animal that causes damage; 

  

(v)  "Furbearing animal" means badger, beaver, bobcat, marten, mink, muskrat or weasel; 

  

(vi)  "Livestock" means horses, mules, cattle, swine, sheep, goats, poultry, guard animals or any other 

animal maintained under domestication. Bison are considered livestock unless otherwise designated by 

the Wyoming livestock board and the Wyoming game and fish commission; 

  

(vii)  "Person" means as defined by W.S. 8-1-102(a)(vi); 

  

(viii)  "Predacious bird" means any predatory avian species that is permitted to be taken under either 

Wyoming law or federal law; 

  



(ix)  "Predatory animal" means: 

  

(A)  Coyote, jackrabbit, porcupine, raccoon, red fox, skunk or stray cat; and 

  

(B)  Until the date gray wolves are removed from the list of experimental nonessential population, 

endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108, "predatory 

animal" includes wolves . After that date, "predatory animal" shall include any gray wolf within areas of 

the state where the state of Wyoming has jurisdiction for wildlife management, but not within an area 

of the state in which the gray wolf is: 

  

(I)  Designated as a trophy game animal under W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II). 

  

(II)  Repealed By Laws 2012, Ch. 25, 2. 

  

(x)  "Trophy game animal" means: 

  

(A)  Black bear, grizzly bear or mountain lion; and 

  

(B)  From and after the date gray wolves are removed from the list of experimental nonessential 

population, endangered species or threatened species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108: 

  

(I)  "Trophy game animal" shall include any gray wolf within those areas where gray wolves are 

designated as trophy game animals as provided in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II). 

  

(II)  Repealed By Laws 2012, Ch. 25, 2. 

  

(xi)  "Wildlife" means all wild mammals, birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles, crustaceans and mollusks, and 

wild bison designated by the Wyoming game and fish commission and the Wyoming livestock board 

within this state; 

  

(xii)  "Take" means as defined by W.S. 23-1-102(a)(vii). 

  



(b)  Repealed By Laws 2012, Ch. 25, 2. 

  

11-6-303.  Animal damage management board (ADMB) created; composition; appointment; terms; 

vacancies; compensation. 

  

(a)  There is created the animal damage management board for the purposes of mitigating damage 

caused to livestock, wildlife and crops by predatory animals, predacious birds and depredating animals 

or for the protection of human health and safety. The board may mitigate damage caused by 

depredating animals by and through a memorandum of understanding with the Wyoming game and fish 

commission. The board shall be composed of twelve (12) members appointed by the governor as 

follows: 

  

(i)  The director of the Wyoming department of agriculture; 

  

(ii)  The director of the Wyoming game and fish department; 

  

(iii)  One (1) domestic sheep producer; 

  

(iv)  One (1) cattle producer; 

  

(v)  The state director for the United States department of agriculture, animal and plant health 

inspection service, wildlife services (USDA/APHIS/WS); 

  

(vi)  Two (2) members representing the interests of sportsmen, outfitters and hunters, not more than 

one (1) of these members shall be appointed to represent the interests of outfitters; 

  

(vii)  The president of the state predator management advisory board created under W.S. 11-6-201; 

  

(viii)  One (1) member from an urban area; 

  

(ix)  One (1) member from the Wyoming game and fish commission; 

  



(x)  One (1) member of the Wyoming board of agriculture; and 

  

(xi)  One (1) member representing the interests of nonconsumptive users of the state's wildlife resource. 

  

(b)  A representative from the United States forest service (USFS), the United States fish and wildlife 

service (USFWS) and United States bureau of land management (BLM) shall serve as exofficio nonvoting 

members of the board. 

  

(c)  The directors of the departments of agriculture and game and fish shall serve as co-chairs of the 

ADMB and shall give general direction to the ADMB and the ADMB administrative officer. 

  

(d)  The director of the department of agriculture or his designee shall serve as the ADMB s 

administrative officer and carry out the ADMB s administrative functions. 

  

(e)  Except for the directors of the departments of agriculture and game and fish, the state director for 

the United States department of agriculture, animal and plant health inspection service, wildlife services 

(USDA/APHIS/WS), and the president of the state predator management advisory board created under 

W.S. 11-6-201, the remaining members of the board shall hold office for staggered terms of four (4) 

years. For the remaining members of the initial board, four (4) members shall be appointed for a term of 

four (4) years, four (4) members shall be appointed for a term of two (2) years. Each appointed member 

shall be limited to serving on the board for eight (8) consecutive years, however, a member may be 

reappointed after a four (4) year absence. Each member shall hold office until his successor is appointed 

and has been qualified. As terms of current ADMB members expire, the governor shall appoint each new 

member or reappointed member to a four (4) year term. 

  

(f)  When a vacancy occurs in the membership for any reason, a replacement shall be appointed for the 

unexpired term. 

  

(g)  Attendance of six (6) members at a duly called meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 

of official business. The ADMB shall convene at the times and places prescribed by the chair. 

  

(h)  Members of the board who are not government employees shall receive no compensation or 

benefits for their services, but may receive per diem and expenses incurred in the performance of the 

member's official duties at the established state rate, to be paid from the animal damage management 

account. 



  

(j)  Members may decline to receive per diem and expenses for their service. 

  

(k)  State government officer and employee members who do not receive salary, per diem, or expenses 

from their agency for their service may receive per diem and expenses incurred in the performance of 

their official duties from the ADMB at the established state rate, to be paid from the animal damage 

management account. 

  

(m)  State government official and employee members may decline to receive per diem and expenses 

for their service. 

  

11-6-309.  Predator management district participation with the ADMB. 

  

(a)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, if the predator management district has elected 

to participate in providing funding or upon approval of the ADMB, other in-kind resources, to the animal 

damage management account, the district may solicit funds or receive services from the ADMB under 

separate negotiated agreement. Two (2) or more districts may jointly solicit funds or receive services 

from the ADMB for purposes of this section. 

  

(b)  Whether or not a predator management district has elected to participate in providing funding to 

the animal damage management account, the district may solicit funds or receive services from the 

ADMB for control of gray wolves designated as predatory animals. 

  

(c)  In any area of the state not under the jurisdiction of a county predatory animal board, eligible 

applicants for funds appropriated to the animal damage management board for the purpose of 

controlling wolves designated as predatory animals include state or county agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TITLE 6 

6-3-203. Cruelty to animals; penalties; limitation on manner of destruction. 

  

(a) A person commits cruelty to animals if he knowingly: 

  

(i) Overrides an animal or drives an animal when overloaded; or 

  

(ii) Unnecessarily beats or injures an animal; or 

  

(iii) Carries an animal in a manner that poses undue risk of injury or death. 

  

(b) A person commits cruelty to animals if he has the charge and custody of any animal and 

unnecessarily fails to provide it with the proper food, drink or protection from the weather, or cruelly 

abandons the animal, or in the case of immediate, obvious, serious illness or injury, fails to provide the 

animal with appropriate care. 

  

(c) A person commits aggravated cruelty to animals if he: 

  

(i) Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 91, § 2. 

  

(ii) Owns, possesses, keeps or trains fowls or dogs with the intent to allow the dog or fowl to engage in 

an exhibition of fighting with another dog or fowl; 

  

(iii) Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 91, § 2. 

  

(iv) For gain causes or allows any dog or fowl to fight with another dog or fowl; 

  

(v) Knowingly permits any act prohibited under paragraphs (ii) or (iv) of this subsection on any premises 

under his charge or control; 

  



(vi) Promotes any act prohibited under paragraphs (ii) or (iv) of this subsection; or 

  

(vii) Shoots, poisons or otherwise intentionally acts to seriously injure or destroy any livestock or 

domesticated animal owned by another person while the animal is on property where the animal is 

authorized to be present. 

  

(d) A person shall not destroy an animal by the use of a high-altitude decompression chamber or a 

carbon monoxide gas chamber utilizing a gasoline engine. This subsection is uniformly applicable to all 

cities and towns. 

  

(e) Unless punishable under subsection (n) of this section, a violation of this section is a misdemeanor 

punishable by imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, a fine of not more than seven hundred 

fifty dollars ($750.00), or both except that a subsequent offense is a high misdemeanor punishable by 

not more than one (1) year imprisonment, a fine of not more than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), or 

both. 

  

(f) Nothing in subsection (c) of this section may be construed to prohibit: 

  

(i) The use of dogs in the management of livestock by the owner of the livestock, his employees or 

agents or other persons in lawful custody of the livestock; 

  

(ii) The use of dogs or raptors in hunting; or 

  

(iii) The training of dogs or raptors or the use of equipment in the training of dogs or raptors for any 

purpose not prohibited by law; 

  

(iv) Repealed By Laws 2000, Ch. 86, § 2. 

  

(v) Repealed By Laws 2000, Ch. 86, § 2. 

  

(vi) Repealed By Laws 2000, Ch. 86, § 2. 

  



(g) A person commits cruelty to animals if he is knowingly present at any place where an exhibition of 

fighting of fowls or dogs is occurring for amusement or gain. 

  

(h) If a person convicted of a violation of this section is also the owner of the animal, the court may 

require the person to forfeit ownership of the animal to the county in which the person is convicted. 

This subsection shall not affect the interest of any secured party or other person who has not 

participated in the offense. 

  

(j) In addition to any sentence and penalties imposed under subsections (e), (h) and (n) of this section, 

the court may: 

  

(i) Require the defendant to pay all reasonable costs incurred in providing necessary food and water, 

veterinary attention and treatment for any animal affected; and 

  

(ii) Prohibit or limit the defendant's ownership, possession or custody of animals, as the court deems 

appropriate. 

  

(k) Each animal affected by the defendant's conduct may constitute a separate count for the purposes of 

prosecution, conviction, sentencing and penalties under this section. 

  

(m) Nothing in subsection (a), (b), (c)(vii) or (n) of this section shall be construed to prohibit: 

  

(i) A person from humanely destroying an animal, including livestock; 

  

(ii) The use of industry accepted agricultural and livestock practices on livestock or other animal used in 

the practice of agriculture; 

  

(iii) Rodeo events, whether the event is performed in a rodeo, fair, jackpot, agricultural exhibition or 

otherwise; or 

  

(iv) The hunting, capture, killing or destruction of any predatory animal or other wildlife in any manner 

not otherwise prohibited by law. 

  



(n) A person commits a felony punishable by not more than two (2) years imprisonment, a fine of not 

more than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or both, if the person: 

  

(i) Commits aggravated cruelty to animals as defined in subsection (c) of this section, resulting in the 

death or required euthanasia of the animal; or 

  

(ii) Knowingly, and with intent to cause death or undue suffering, cruelly beats, tortures, torments or 

mutilates an animal. 

  

(o) There is created the "cruelty to household pet animals protection account." Funds shall be credited 

to the account as provided by law. Funds in the account are continuously appropriated to the attorney 

general to reimburse county law enforcement agencies for eligible expenses regarding household pet 

animal cruelty cases under subsection (p) of this section. The attorney general shall develop rules and 

regulations to establish eligible expenses and to determine how county law enforcement agencies will 

be reimbursed for the costs of any household pet animal cruelty case, in an amount not to exceed ninety 

percent (90%) in any particular case. Any reimbursement under this subsection shall be contingent upon 

available funding and upon a showing that the agency has made reasonable efforts to seek 

reimbursement from the offender of expenses incurred by the agency, as permitted by law. All funds in 

the account may be used for and are continuously appropriated for eligible expenses authorized to be 

made under this subsection. The cruelty to household pet animals protection account shall be a 

permanent, nonreversion account within the state auditor's office. As used in this subsection and 

subsection (p) of this section, "household pet" means any privately owned dog, cat, rabbit, guinea pig, 

hamster, mouse, gerbil, ferret, bird, fish, reptile, amphibian, invertebrate or any other species of 

domesticated animal sold, transferred or retained for the purpose of being kept as a pet in or near a 

house. "Household pet" shall not include any livestock as defined in W.S. 23-1-102(a)(xvi). 

  

(p) A person commits household pet animal cruelty if he: 

  

(i) Keeps any household pet in a manner that results in chronic or repeated serious physical harm to the 

household pet; or 

  

(ii) Keeps the household pet confined in conditions which constitute a public health hazard. 

 

 

 



 


