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Who Legally Owns 

Firearms and How is 

It Changing?

“The share of American households 

owning at least one firearm has remained 

relatively steady since 1972” (Statista 

Research)

132,000,000

14,500,000

177,000,000

Legal American Gun Ownership

2017 Legal American Gun Owners

2020-2022 New Legal Gun Owners

Americans Who Don't Admit Ownership



2020-2022

 Over 90 percent of retailers reported an increase 
of African American men purchasing firearms.

 Nearly 87 percent of retailers reported an increase 
of African American women purchasing firearms.

 Nearly 84 percent of retailers reported an increase 
of Hispanic-American men purchasing firearms.

 Over 87 percent of retailers reported an increase 
of Hispanic-American women purchasing firearms.

 Over 76.5 percent of retailers reported an 
increase of Asian-American men purchasing 
firearms.

 Over 82 percent of retailers reported an increase 
of Asian-American women purchasing firearms.

 22.1 percent of customers purchased a second 
firearm since their initial purchase.

 44.5 percent of first-time gun buyers in 2021 were 
under 40.

 45.7 percent asked for information on safety 
training.

 23.6 percent signed up for safety training



What Firearms 

are “In-Demand”:

…Manufacturers 

don’t decide 

what gets 

built…customers 

do.

 From 2017 Assessment of Excise Tax Revenue Sources 

(Southwick)

 “Traditional” rifles (bolt, lever, pump) = 15.6% 

 Modern Sporting Rifles (MSR’s and variants) = 19.5%

 Shotguns (pump, semiauto and others) = 12.0%

 Handguns = 50.4%

 Other = 2.5%



Most Common 

Firearms in 

America

 Handguns – 5 million per year, 85% are 
semi-automatics with magazines that 
have potential maximum capacity > 10 
(ATF, 2018)

 Over 52 million from 1990 to 2017

 Modern Sporting Rifles (MSR’s) – Over 
24 million total, the most popular long 
guns sold in America by significant 
margins.

 MSR’s and semi-automatic pistols are 
70% of American firearms

 The most common firearms in America 
(in common use) 



Pittman Robertson (PR) Tax

 Established in 1937, the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act

 Firearms Excise Tax (10-11%) on firearms and ammunition

 Manufacturing tax paid to the treasury – then distributed to each state’s wildlife 
management agency for conservation and education purposes

 The largest single source of wildlife and habitat conservation funding in the world. 

 Over $1.1 Billion dollars in 2021 

 Over $24 Billion lifetime (adjusted for inflation)

























What are the 

“target” shooting 

sports?



3-Gun 

Competition

 Modern Sporting Rifles

 Shotgun

 Pistol

 Action shooting

 0-500 yards

 Square ranges and terrain



IDPA

 International Defensive Pistol 

Association

 “Real life” scenarios

 Carry pistols

 Action

 0-30 yards



USPSA

 United States Practical Shooting 

Association

 Dynamic “action” shooting

 Primarily pistols, but also “multi-

gun” like 3-gun

 Typically “square” ranges

 0-30 yards but also more in 

certain cases 



Steel Challenge

 Handgun

 Five targets as fast as 

you can

 “drag racing with a 

gun”

 Square range

 Shorter yardages



PRS

 Precision Rifle Series

 Rifle Shooters

 Action shooting, but usually 

from a firing line

 Caters to heavier “tactical” 

rifles

 Longer ranges 

 100 – 1000 yards

 Timed - multiple steel targets



NRL Hunter

 National Rifle League Hunter

 Simulated hunting scenarios

 “hunting rifles”

 Terrain based

 Action shooting from various 

positions

 100-1000 yards



SASS

 Single Action Shooting Society

 “Old West” style weapons

  Action shooting

 0-50 yard ranges



The Tactical Games

 Testing “tactical athletes”

 Rifle, pistol, in body armor

 Physical tests + action shooting



Silhouette

 Silouette

 Rifles/handguns

 Steel Targets

 Square range

 Out to 500 meters

 Static shooting from designated firing line



Bullseye

 Bullseye Handgun

 “Granddaddy of all popular 

handgun competition”

 90 Shot course of fire

 Up to 3 handguns (.22, 

.32+revolver, centerfire auto)

 Square range

 Static shooting from designated 

firing lane



CMP Matches

 Civilian Marksmanship Program

 Primarily historic “service rifle” 
copetitions

 Garand

 Springfield

 AR15

 Static courses of fire from a designated 
firing line

 Square range

 200 – 600 yard 

 Long range (1000 yd)

 Small bore

 Pistol



Trap

 Shootgun

 5 stations 5 shots per

 Single shot

 Straight path, single point of origin



Skeet

 Shotgun

 8 stages, up to two shots per target 

 Clays from multiple positions and direction



Sporting Clays

 Shotgun

 Long “field shooting” courses

 Targets from any angle or 

distance

 10-15 stations

 Walking course of fire

 Up to two shots per target



NRL 22

 National Rifle League 22

 Precision .22 rimfire events

 Dynamic shooting

 Long distance for .22 (25-300 

yards)



ELR

 Extreme Long Range

 Large caliber rifles

 Fixed firing positions

 Up to and sometimes over 1 mile



“Sniper Shoots”

 Team or individual events

 Dynamic practical shooting

 Multiple gun types and ranges

 Field based – sometimes multiple days and long mileage



F-Class/Palma

 Long range

 Static shooting

 Square range

















Ben Avery (AZ)



NRA Whittington Center



Sparta Illinois



Rapid City



Victoria



Its not just the facility – It’s also the 

management

 “We love the NRA Whittington Center, but we just won’t do events there 

anymore. They don’t understand the direction that shooting sports are going 

and they don’t let us use the terrain in a way that works for dynamic 

competitions.”

 – Match Director of a highly successful competition series

You need to be committed to successful disciplines, but flexible enough to see the 

future



Questions?
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