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Preface

Common law in America, which has been continually reinforced in the United States courts, holds that the people of the state own the wildlife. No
individual holds an absolute property right to wildlife regardless of the status of the land on which the animal is found. Since wildlife belongs to
everyone, the courts contend that everyone must share in its keep. As a result, courts have ruled that the states are immune from liability for
damage caused by wild animals unless the state assumes that responsibility. Wyoming has assumed limited liability through legislation, since
1939, for some species of wildlife and under specific circumstances (see W.S. § 23-1-901 on pages 38 - 39).

Wyoming Statute W.S. § 23-2-101(e) was passed by the legislature in an effort to provide a funding source for the payment of big or trophy game
animal and game bird damage claims. That source of money is generated from a nonresident application fee of $15 and a resident application fee
of $5 for any limited quota big or trophy game license issued through a drawing or for a wild bison license. The statute provides for 25% of the fees
collected from license applications to be set aside to establish and maintain a fund of $500,000 to compensate landowners or lessees for property
damaged by big or trophy game animals and game birds.

Wildlife damage management is a major component of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s (WGFD) Wildlife Management Program.
Considerable efforts are made to prevent damage, including hazing, providing materials for stackyard fences, relocating trophy game animals,
increasing harvest, depredation seasons, and, as a last resort, lethal take permits.

A landowner may submit a verified claim requesting compensation for damage. Claimants must meet all statutory and regulatory requirements (see
Wyoming Game and Fish Commission (Commission) Chapter 28, Regulation Governing Big or Trophy Game Animals or Game Bird or Gray Wolf
Damage Claims on pages 40-52) in notifying WGFD personnel and filing the claim. WGFD personnel investigate the claim and verify the claimed
damage using guidelines established by the WGFD in The Handbook of Wildlife Depredation Techniques. Claimants who do not wish to accept the
WGFD’s offer of payment may appeal the claim to the Commission. If the claimant wishes to appeal the decision of the Commission, the claim may
be appealed to an arbitration board and then on to District Court if there is a “mistake of law” by arbitrators exceeding their powers (see the
Process for Claim of Damage by Big or Trophy Game or Game Birds on page 53).

Figures in this summary represent information obtained from verified claims of damage occurring in the depicted fiscal years. These figures will
vary from information in the WGFD’s Annual Report because program and personnel costs are combined in the Annual Report, and payments of
claims in the Annual Report only reflect actual payments made in that fiscal year. The Wildlife Damage Claim Summary is an effort to reflect the
damage claim amounts and the amounts paid on claims which include both claim amounts and amounts paid as if they occurred in the same fiscal
year.



10-Year Summary of Damage Claim Actions

No. of

% of

% of

% of

Fiscal | No. of Cr;llgirgg C(;/;i(r)rfs Claims | Claims | Claims | Claims | % of Claims (l;llgirgg prg];g::g?i Z)pgfeg::cijn’gi
vesr | Clelims | g Paid P?DF;I%IIy P?Dr:%”y E%nllje:y_ %%nll:)e:y_ Disallowed |, llowed|Commission| Arbitration
2013 208 205 98.56% 39 19.02% | 0.00% | 0.00% 1.44% 3 0.96% 0.00%
2014 156 149 95.51% 13 8.72% 0.00% | 1.92% 2.56% 4 0.64% 0.00%
2015 129 125 96.90% 25 20.00% | 0.00% | 0.00% 3.10% 4 3.88% 0.78%
2016 150 147 98.00% 23 15.65% | 0.00% | 2.00% 0.00% 0 1.33% 1.33%
2017 178 178 100.00% 15 8.43% 0.00% | 0.00% 0.00% 0 1.12% 1.12%
2018 139 138 99.28% 16 11.59% | 0.00% | 0.72% 0.00% 0 1.44% 1.44%
2019 153 152 99.35% 18 11.84% | 0.00% | 0.00% 0.65% 1 1.96% 0.65%
2020 * 162 154 95.06% 18 11.69% | 0.00% | 2.47% 1.85% 3 0.62% 0.62%
2021 161 156 96.89% 21 13.46% | 0.62% | 1.86% 1.24% 2 3.73% 1.86%
2022 155 153 98.71% 19 12.42% | 0.00% | 0.65% 1.29% 2 1.94% 0.0%

* One claim withdrawn




10-Year Damage Claim Payment Summary
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mmm AMOUNT CLAIMED $1,360,735  $912,387  $1,201,767 $1,267,850 $1,276,613 $1,707,335 $1,512,798 $1,019,036 $1,962,966 $1,849,932
m=m AMOUNT PAID $1,137,085 $834,500  $1,116,451 $1,103,854 $1,066,580 $1,175,207 $1,404,703  $991,445  $1,244,600 $1,516,428
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10-Year Summary of Cost of Damage Program, Prevention, Handling Totals
and Claims Paid

Total Cost of Damage Program,

$3,000,000 FY22, $2,819,391
Total Cost of Damage Program, Total Cost of Damage Program,
FY16, $2,372,845 FY19, $2,502,560
Total Cost of Damage Program,
FY18, $2,412,898

Total Cost of Damage Program,

FY13, $2,435,084 Total Cost of Damage Program,

$2,500,000 FY15, $2,317,502
Total Cost of Damage Program,
FY21, $2,441,302
Total Cost of Damage Program,
$2,000,000 FY17, $2,271,335
Total Cost of Damage Program,
Total Cost of Damage Program,
FY14, $2,012,976 FY20, $2,072,237
|_
Z
2
©) $1,500,000
=
<
$1,000,000
$500,000
$0
== Prevention $896,435 $840,665 $736,145 $835,821 $806,497 $822,545 $815,609 $822,977 $940,607 $923,518
mmmm Handling Total $402,464 $337,811 $464,906 $433,170 $398,258 $415,147 $282,248 $257,815 $256,095 $379,445
m=m Claims Paid $1,137,085 $834,500 $1,116,451 $1,103,854 $1,066,580 $1,175,207 $1,404,703 $991,445 $1,244,600 $1,516,428

=== Total Cost of Damage Program  $2,435,984 $2,012,976 $2,317,502 $2,372,845 $2,271,335 $2,412,898 $2,502,560 $2,072,237 $2,441,302 $2,819,391



FY22 Amount, Percentage and Number of Claims Paid Per Species

Antelope =10 claims
White-tailed Deer = 23 claims $15,114 (1%)
$258,999 (17%)\

Black Bear =15 claims
$44,053 (3%)

—
-
B

Mule Deer = 21 claims

$68,463 (4%) Elk = 35 claims

$401,285 (26%)

Moose = 6 claims
$8,842 (1%)

Mountain Lion = 16 claims
$64,191 (4%)

Game Birds =
8 claims
$11,180 (1%)

Gray Wolf = 19 claims
$226,298 (15%)

® Antelope = 10 claims
m Black Bear =15 claims
m Elk = 35 claims
BHGEICMES oM I Grizzly Bear = 35 claims
m Grizzly Bear = 35 claims $418,003 (28%)
Gray Wolf = 19 claims

® Mountain Lion = 16 claims

m Moose = 6 claims

m Mule Deer = 21 claims

m White-tailed Deer = 23 claims

Please note that individual damage claims submitted to
the WGFD may represent losses by multiple species.



Antelope 10-Year Damage Totals

FY22 TYPE OF ANTELOPE DAMAGE

PAID
$250,000 30
ALFALFA
$12,512
(83%)
25
$200,000
NATIVE /
GRASS
HAY,
$2,602
20 (17%)
$150,000
|_
Z
2
0 15
<
$100,000
10
$50,000
5
$0

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22
mmm AMT. CLAIMED $218,731 $22,577 $18,118 $14,261 $40,483 $5,568 $23,304 $4,840 $46,154 $22,119
== AMT. PAID $116,203 $22,577 $18,118 $14,033 $15,659 $4,634 $23,304 $4,840 $30,872 $15,114
e=No. OF CLAIMS 26 11 10 12 15 8 14 7 18 10



Mule Deer 10-Year Damage Totals

$180,000
$160,000
$140,000
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$100,000

AMOUNT

$80,000
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$0

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22
m=m AMT. CLAIMED $159,882 $94,705 $41,171 $40,405 $95,557 §73,252 $69,495 $37,202 $79,632 $68,463
=== AMT. PAID $126,848 $80,400 $18,416 $40,115 $69,795 $69,425 $68,435 $36,328 $47,584 $68,463
e=No. OF CLAIMS 40 33 19 21 40 25 35 26 25 21
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FY22 TYPE OF DEER DAMAGE PAID

NATIVE/GRASS
HAY, $103
(1%)

GRAIN,
$4,592
(7%)

GRAIN
HAY,
$1,247
(1%)

ALFALFA,
$9,537
(14%)

SILAGE,
$9,878
(14%)

CORN,
$43,106
(63%)



White-Tailed Deer 10-Year D
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FY19
mmm AMT. CLAIMED  $87,969 $55,760 $17,258 $34,904 $39,670 $56,177 $40,831

FY17 FY18

FY21
$48,490 $205,260 $301,761
$34,853  $38,557 $55,857 $40,802 $48,426 $147,902 $258,999
e—=No. OF CLAIMS 27 22 11 17 16 12 14 16 19 23

FY22

m=m AMT. PAID $87,457  $46,501 $16,101

)amage Totals

30

25

20

15

10

FY22 TYPE OF WHITE-TAILED DEER DAMAGE
PAID

ALFALFA,
$26,837
(10%)

SILAGE,
$52,656
(20%) GRAIN
HAY,
$1,879
(<1%)
GRAIN,
$4,592
(2%)
NATIVE
GRASS /
HAY, $522
(<1%)

CORN,
$172,513
(67%)

10



Elk 10-Year Damage Totals
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$300,000

AMOUNT

$200,000

$100,000

$0

=== AMT. PAID
e—=No. OF CLAIMS

FY13
m=m AMT. CLAIMED $329,967 $206,415 $183,645 $125,388 $164,327 $209,613 $309,788 $260,832 $476,682 $526,709

$234,705 $153,652 $142,267 $122,826 $157,445 $180,579 $298,027 $256,945 $359,514 $401,285
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FY14

32
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41

FY16

29

FY17
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FY18

42

FY19

39

FY20

40

FY21

41

FY22

35

60

50

40

30

20

10

FY22 TYPE OF ELK DAMAGE PAID

WHEAT,
NATIVE / $1g;;‘83
GRASS (3%)
HAY,
$96,207
(24%) ALFALFA,

$194,479
(48%)

GRAIN HAY,
$9,014 (2%)

FENCE/
IMPROVEMENT
$2,125

0,
(1%) CORN,

$88,977
(22%)

11



Moose 10-Year Damage Totals

$10,000 7 FY22 TYPE OF MOOSE DAMAGE PAID

$9.000 NATIVE/GRASS
g HAY. $7.950 IMPROVEMENTS
(90% OTHER -
WHEELINE,
$8,000 $572 (6%)
$7,000 5
'_
=z
> FENCE /
g $6,000 IMPROVEMENTS
< 4 $320 (4%)
$5,000
3
$4.000
$3,000 5
$2,000
1
$1,000
g0 ImEEN )\ — —_ 4 0
FY13 = FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 @ FY19 @ FY20 FY21
mmm AMT. CLAIMED © $3,230 $212 $0 $0 $3,263 $0 $0 $3,805  $1,554 $9,002
m=m AMT. PAID $3230  $0 $0 $0  $3263  $0 $0  $3.805 $1,554 $8,842 1

e—=No. OF CLAIMS 2 1 0 0 3 0 0 3 1 6



Black Bear 10-Year Damage Totals

AMOUNT

BLACK BEAR VERIFIED LOSSES FY22*

18 LAMBS 13Ewes | >4 YEAROLD |y veARiING LAMB
EWES
1PIG 5 GOATS 3 STEER CALVES
23 HIVES 18 COLONIES | 6BOXES | 46 BEE PACKAGES
134 FRAMES 2 FEEDERS

Black Bear Damage.

* These amounts reflect the amount of damage reported and approved by the WGFD for

$160,000
$140,000
$120,000
$100,000
$80,000
$60,000
$40,000
$20,000

$0

m=m AMT. CLAIMED
m=m AMT. PAID
e—=No. OF CLAIMS

~__

$65,472 $38,182 $35,484
$55,407 $37,969 $34,447

21

18

17

lIllli

FY13 FY14 FY15

FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19
$54,035 $32,398 $23,697 $33,606
$52,663 $32,398 $22,952 $32,892

20 17 11 15

FY22 TYPE OF BLACK BEAR DAMAGE PAID

SWINE, BEES,
$200 (<1%) HIVES AND
HONEY,
$10,338
(24%)

SHEEP,
$17,527
(40%) CORN,
$467 (1%)
GOAT, CATTLE,
$100 (<1%) $15,421
(35%)
25
20
15

10

FY20 FY21 FY22
$63,146 $148,611 $48,365
$55,210 $81,688 $44,053

22 19 15 "



MOU ntal n Llon 1 O-Yea r Da mage Totals FY22 TYPE OF MOUNTAIN LION DAMAGE PAID

MOUNTAIN LION VERIFIED LOSSES FY22*
GOAT, $464
SHEEP , : )
23 EWES 3 YEARLING EWES $63.727. (1%)
(99%)
2 GOATS
1, 4-6-YEAR-OLD
50 LAMBS 1, 3 YEAR OLD EWE EWE 3.2 YEAR OLD
EWES
* These amounts reflect the amount of confirmed livestock losses reported and approved by the
WGFD for Mountain Lion Damage.
$140,000 35
$120,000 30
$100,000 25
- $80,000 20
)
S
= $60,000 15
$40,000 10
$20,000 5
$0 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22
mmm AMT. CLAIMED  $59,213 $24,073 $45,888 $60,792 $26,694 $59,637 $79,467 $131,202 $118,391 $90,786
m=m AMT. PAID $56,529 $24,073 $45,875 $59,080 $26,301 $54,833 $87,266 $130,078 $74,453 $64,191

==No. OF CLAIMS 29 15 18 17 23 14 20 31 26 16 14



Grizzly Bear 10-Year Damage Totals

AMOUNT

GRIZZLY BEAR VERIFIED LOSSES FY22*

DISCOUNT

18 EWES 13 LAMBS
540 LBS OF 29 CHICKENS & 1 CHICKEN
9 HIVES HONEY 162 FRAMES SHELTER
4 UNKNOWN SEX
5 YEARLING STEERS YEARLINGS 6 COWS
13 YEARLING HEIFERS, 1 HEIFER YEARLING INJURED AND SOLD AT A

43 STEER CALVES

31 HEIFER CALVES

44 UNKNOWN SEX CALVES

WGEFD for Grizzly Bear Damage.

* These amounts reflect the amount of confirmed livestock losses reported and approved by the

$1,000,000
$900,000
$800,000
$700,000 S -
$600,000
$500,000
$400,000
$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$0 s =V o =V =V
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17
mmm AMT. CLAIMED  $296,238 $300,999 $523,368 $461,565 $352,956
m=m AMT. PAID $284,493 $300,999 $508,953 $455,258 $272,291
e—=No. OF CLAIMS 43 42 34 43 34

FY22 TYPE OF GRIZZLY BEAR DAMAGE PAID

CHICKENS,
$812 (<1%)

IMPROVEMENTS
- CHICKEN
COOP,
CATTLE $325 (<1%)
$372,343 SHEEP,

(89%) $40,737

0,
gees, (10%)
HONEY AND
HIVES,
$3,786 (<1%)

FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22
$860,755 $748,509 $291,750 $636,718 $530,887
$380,592 $646,178 $283,029 $313,451 $418,003

30 34 33 33 35

15



FY22 TYPE OF GRAY WOLF DAMAGE PAID

HORSE,
$12,500
(5%)

Gray Wolf 10-Year Damage Totals

GRAY WOLF VERIFIED LOSSES FY22*
1 EWE 31 LAMBS
1 HORSE 5 GUARDS DOGS
2STEERS | 1COW | 2 YEARLING STEERS 1 YEARLING HEIFER

SHEEP,
$51,049
(23%)

$500,000.00
$450,000.00
$400,000.00
$350,000.00
$300,000.00
$250,000.00

AMOUNT

$200,000.00
$150,000.00
$100,000.00

$50,000.00

$0.00

m=m AMT. CLAIMED
m=m AMT. PAID
e=No. OF CLAIMS

T

$187,238
$170,541

FY13 FY14 FY15
$166,714 $335,229
$165,577 $330,668
26 20 21

FY16
$463,715
$311,239

27

FY17
$466,317
$390,013

43

FY18
$405,864
$382,600

34

FY19
$201,291
$201,291

27

11 STEER CALVES 9 HEIFER CALVES 7 UNKNOWN SEX CALVES CATTLE,
* These amounts reflect the amount of confirmed livestock losses reported and approved by the $155,249, GUARD
WGFD for Gray Wolf Damage. (69%) DOGS,

$7,500
(3%)

$145,943 $248,002
$142,477 $185,630
21 22 19

FY20 FY21 FY22
$240,660
$226,298

50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
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Game Birds 10-Year Damage Totals

AMOUNT PAID ONLY

$70,000

$60,000

$50,000
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$30,000

$20,000

$10,000

$0

mmm TURKEYS

mmm CRANES

mmm GEESE

mmm SAGE-GROUSE
==No. OF CLAIMS

FY13
$0
$215
$871
$586
4

FY14
$0
$0

$2,452
$300
3

FY15
$0
$0

$1,186
$420
2

FY16
$0
$7,922
$5,865
$0

FY17
$582
$57,305
$2,627
$331
12

FY22 TYPE OF GAME BIRD DAMAGE PAID

WHEAT, $2,884
(26%)

NATIVE/GRASS

HAY,

$1,771 (16%)

FY18
$622
$10,169
$6,289
$0
9

FY19
$543
$2,104
$2,982
$877
5

FY20
$915
$26,867
$1,882
$641
6

$722
$912
3

SILAGE,
$2,000 (18%)

ALFALFA,
$4,525 (40%)

FY22
$0
$5,225
$5,318
$637
8

14

12

10

17



FY22 Amount, Percentage and Number of Claims Paid By Region

Laramie = 21 claims
$218,829 (15%) Casper =14 claims
$264,133 (17%)

Green River = 11 claims

$26,006 (2%) \

Sheridan = 17 claims

$77,101 (5%)

Lander = 6 claims

" $76,544 (5%)

Pinedale = 24 claims
$212,293 (14%)

Cody = 51 claims
$561,893 (37%)

Jackson = 11 claims
$79,629 (5%)




. 70,000
Claims for g
&) $60,000
w
[ ] o
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2 $40,000
o
g $30,000
3
= $20,000
FY20 PAYMENTS FY21 PAYMENTS FY22 PAYMENTS
= BLACK BEAR $2,625 $2,259 $8,531
= ELK $74 $6,420 $801
= GEESE $1,000 $722 $1,135
m GRAY WOLF $19,050 $15,932 $62,131
m GRIZZLY BEAR $4,354 $4,571 $4,923
= MTN. LION $2,375 $0 $0
= MULE DEER $1,365 $678 $1,459
= WHITE-TAILED DEER $0 $0 $649
$140,000
$116,595 $110,040
$120,000 $106,008 ’
$100,000 $85,870
$54,932 $79,629
£ $80,000 $66,647
-}
o
= $60,000 $47,160
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o
. wn
Cody Region : s
X
o $100,000
5
C  $50000 I I
FY20 PAYMENTS FY21 PAYMENTS FY22 PAYMENTS
= ANTELOPE $870 $6,588 $5.807
= BLACK BEAR $13,917 $27,585 $10,572
=ELK $17.715 $4.160 $16,675
= GRAY WOLF $60,795 $96,628 $109,830
m GRIZZLY BEAR $104,296 $159,706 $192,382
= MTN. LION $32,639 $26,544 $42.241
= GEESE $882 $0 $2.884
= CRANES $26,867 $0 $2.000
= MULE DEER $25,634 $32,613 $48,644
= WHITE-TAILED DEER $39,365 $79.420 $130,858
= TURKEY $274 $318 $0
$800,000
$708,021
$700,000
$456,807 $421,122 $433,562
$500,000 $436,919
= $388,744 ' $399,728
=
< $300,000
$200,000
$100,000




CI . f " $160,000
L
alms 10r 2 $140,000
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< $80,000
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3 $40,000
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= MTN. LION
= MULE DEER
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= TURKEYS
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$300,000
$250,000
$200,000
|_
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O $150,000
=
<
$100.000 455 055
$47,161 $57,398
$50,000 $36,929
e
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16

FY20 PAYMENTS FY21 PAYMENTS FY22 PAYMENTS
$0 $11,015 $0
$120,885 $70,886 $151,857
$3,836 $1,190 $420
$0 $4,774 $3,906

$0 $33,046 $101,846
$641 $0 $0
$1,581 $5,002 $6,104

$264,133

$126,943 $125,913

$99,891 $101,460

$58,846

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 21



Claims for
Lander Region

AMOUNT

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000 $80,647

$50,000

$42,907

$122,727

$60,000
(7]
L
o $50,000
L
o
n
= $40,000
a
E
. $30,000
Z
3
9 $20,000
<
$10,000
$0
= GRAY WOLF
= GRIZZLY BEAR
= MTN. LION
= MULE DEER

= \WHITE-TAILED DEER

$114,174
\

FY20 PAYMENTS

$119,818

$18,487

$25,847
$300

$2,003
$360

FY21 PAYMENTS
$13,169
$20,977

$0
$1,238
$0

$233,541

$46,997

FY22 PAYMENTS
$21,483
$55,061

$0
$0
$0

$35,384

$76,544
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Claims for
Laramie Region

AMOUNT

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$154,920
$150,000

$100,000

$50,000 $28,626

$300,000
$250,000
$200,000
$150,000

$100,000

AMOUNT PAID / SPECIES

$50,000

$0

m ANTELOPE
ELK
®MTN. LION
mBLACK BEAR
= MULE DEER
m WHITE-TAILED DEER

$31,512 $34,456

FY20 PAYMENTS FY21 PAYMENTS
$2,183 $2,846
$89,470 $262,988
$3,248 $5,817
$0 $0
$3,650 $7,273
$781 $2,108
$135,825

$46,361 $40,638

$99,332

FY22 PAYMENTS
$0
$200,577
$2,961
$863
$9,877
$4,551

$281,032
$218,829




Claims for

Green River
Region

AMOUNT

$80,000
$70,000
$60,000
$50,000
$40,000
$30,000
$20,000

$10,000

$28,008

$14,713

$15,894

$12,000
$10,000
$8,000
$6,000
$4,000
$2,000
$0

AMOUNT PAID / SPECIES

m ANTELOPE
mBLACK BEAR

m CRANE

mELK

m GEESE

m MULE DEER

= MOOSE

m MOUNTAIN LION

FY20 PAYMENTS
$1,451
$9,586

$0
$7,557
$0
$1,258
$504
$6,186

$31,240

$14,466

FY21 PAYMENTS
$4,863
$4,974

$0
$3,122

$0

$0
$1,554
$8,126

$72,172

$26,542

FY22 PAYMENTS
$2,414
$5,952
$3,225
$3,896
$1,300
$4,577
$4,642

$0

$22,639

$26,006



Claims for o000

Sheridan Region

AMOUNT

$160,000
$140,000
$120,000
$100,000
$80,000
$60,000
$40,000

$20,000

$80,000
$70,000
$60,000
$50,000
$40,000
$30,000
$20,000
$10,000

$0

AMOUNT PAID / SPECIES

mBLACK BEAR

HELK

®EMTN. LION

= MULE DEER

m WHITE-TAILED DEER

84,623
$ $71,180

$70,947

$44,144

FY22 PAYMENTS

FY20 PAYMENTS FY21 PAYMENTS
$27,502 $41,869
$20,016 $10,195
$81,494 $32,776

$2,419 $869
$7,920 $33,328
$75,838
$48,718

$47,292

$12,030
$26,584
$17,392
$0
$21,095

$139,352

$119,037

$77,101



$180,000

Claims for 150,000

. . $140,000
Pinedale Region G S20000
o $100,000
L $80,000
@ $60,000
a $40,000
< $20,000 I . I . . -
E 50 " FY20 PAYMENTS "~ FY21 PAYMENTS  FY22 PAYMENTS
"ANTELOPE $336 $5,559 $6,893
mELK $1,227 $1,744 $896
= GRAY WOLF $44,144 $59,901 $32,854
mGRIZZLY BEAR $148,533 $128,196 $165,637
= MOUNTAIN LION $0 $0 $1,177
mMULE DEER $0 $139 $0
= SAGE-GROUSE $641 $912 $636
= MOOSE $3,301 $0 $4,200
$400,000 $373,394
$350,000 $303,732
300,000
° $223,493 $220,345 $213,032 $231,789 6212203
$250,000 $173,252 $198,183 $196,451

AMOUNT

$200,000
$150,000
$100,000

$50,000




FY22 Amount and Percentage Paid By Category of Damage

Extraordinary Damage to

Stored Crops, $12,795 Grass, $26,632 (2%)

(1%)

Bees, Honey & Hives,
Seed Crops, $10,484 $14,124 (1%)

(1%)

Growing - Cultivated Crops,
$711,422 (47%)

Livestock, $737,628
(48%)

Improvements, $3,343 27

(<1%)



SILAGE, WHEAT ,

Growing Cultivated Crops Paid SS2ATH0%). st

NATIVE GRASS

FY22 and 10-Year Summary R

GRAIN HAY,
$12,140 (2%)

ALFALFA,
$247,240
(35%)

GRAIN , $9,183
(1%)

CORN,
$305,063 (43%)

$711,422

$486,534
$443,844

$314,574 LTI

$255,567 $257,909

$253,347

$183,254
$145,012

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22



Bees, Hives and Honey Paid

HONEY $14,124,

FY22 and 10-Year Summary (100%

$17,194

$14,124

$490

$8,293

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 29




Seed Crops Paid
FY22 and 10-Year Summary et

$48,471

$40,172
$24,456
$10,484
$6,040 $6,725 ﬁ -

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 30




Stored Crops Paid Ers Srére)
FY22 and 10-Year Summary

NATIVE
GRASS /
HAY,
$8,847 (69%)

$107,290

$62,470

$55,740

$37,625

$34,123 $29,046
$23,406
| $125525 58,391 $12,795

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 31




Extraordinary Damage to Grass
Paid FY22 and 10-Year Summary

NATIVE
GRASS / HAY,
$26,632
(100%)

$26,632

$16,450

$10,504

$0 $0 $0
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 32



Improvements Paid S

COOP, $897

FY22 and 10-Year Summary i

FENCE /
IMPROVEMENTS
$2,446 (73%)

$21,410

$15,299
$12,817
$8,645

FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22 33



Livestock Paid

FY22 and 10-Year Summary

$558,677

FY13

$523,103

FY14

$915,815

FY15

$870,707

FY16

GUARD DOGS,
$7,500, (1%)

SHEEP, $173,040
(23%)

SWINE, $200
(<1%)

HORSE, $12,500
(2%)

GOATS, $564,

CATTLE, (<1%)

$543,012
(74%)
CHICKENS, $812,
(<1%)

$959,007
$837,601
$720,525 $737,628
$596.203 [ $636:892

FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22

34



Key to Categories and Types of Damage

TYPES OF LIVESTOCK CATEGORY OF DAMAGE TYPES OF BEES, HIVES AND HONEY
CA-CATTILE LIVESTOCK BV - BEES, HIVES AND HONEY
SH - SHEEP STORED CROPS
HR - HORSE GROWING-CULTIVATED CROPS
GT - GOAT BEES, HIVES AND HONEY
SW - SWINE EXTRAORDINARY DAMAGE TO GRASS
LL - LLAMA SEED CROPS TYPES OF SEED CROPS
GD - GUARD DOG IMPROVEMENTS AA - ALFALFA
OT - OTHER CN - CORN

GH - GRAIN HAY

TYPES OF GROWING-CULTIVATED CROPS PROGRAM CODE FOR SPECIES TYPES OF STORED CROPS
AA - ALFALFA BC - ANTELOPE AA - ALFALFA
BE - BEANS BD - ELK CN - CORN
CN - CORN BE - BIGHORN SHEEP HL - HAYLAGE
GN - GARDEN BF - MOOSE WT - WHEAT
GR - GRAIN BG - MOUNTAIN GOAT GR - GRAIN
NG - GRASS/NATIVE HAY BJ - MOUNTAIN LION GH - GRAIN HAY
NS - COMMERCIAL NURSERY BK - BLACK BEAR NG - GRASS/NATIVE HAY
OT - OTHER BL - GRIZZLY BEAR SL - SILAGE
SF - SUNFLOWER BM - MULE DEER
SB - SUGAR BEETS BN - WHITE-TAILED DEER
SL - SILAGE BW - GRAY WOLF TYPES OF IMPROVEMENTS
WT - WHEAT CC - PHEASANT FM - FENCE

CF - TURKEYS OT - OTHER
CT - SAGE-GROUSE
DB - GEESE

TYPES OF EXTRAORDINARY DAMAGE TO DC - DUCKS

GRASS DF - CRANES

NG - GRASS/NATIVE HAY

35
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FY22 DAMAGE PAYMENTS BY SPECIES HERD UNIT

NW MGMT 100 ;:':1 $17,670.13 SUBLETTE MD104 |  $4,680.17 JACKSON BK101 | $6.104.25
NW MGMT 100 ;2’;2 $12,349.61 WYO RANGE MD131 |  $1,355.70 ABSAROKA BK201 | $7,699.26
NW MGMT 100 ;:2; $57,678.71 PAINTROCK MD207 |  $5,638.38 GREY'SRIVER | BK102 | $11,559.12
NW MGMT 100 AHr:r: 4 | 52213155 GREYBULL RIVER | MD210 | $13.690.62 BLACK BIGHORNS BK301 | $14,902.86
BEAR
NW MGMT 100 Hunt 1 5148270 SHOSHONE RIVER | MD211 |  $14,506.05 SIERRA MADRE | BK401 | $2.92364
Area 5 MULE DEER
NM MGMT 100 AHr:r:6 $12,500.00 N. BIGHORN MD321 |  $14.808.91 LARAMIE PEAK | BK501 $863.46
GRAY WOLF i
NW MGMT 100 | ,on7 | $7.421.89 GOSHEN RIM MD534 |  $9.877.14 TOTAL PAID $44,052.59
Hunt
NW MGMT 100 Ar:g g | $2337.12 N. NATRONA MD759 |  $3.906.32 S.ABSAROKA | BMU16 | $24.973.27
NW MGMT 100 :r:r:g $8.113.15 TOTAL PAID $68,463.29 GROS VENTRE | BMU26 | $64,535.58
NW MGMT 100 A':;:tﬂ $6,063.65 JACKSON E102 $801.00 MEETEETSE BMU24 | $3.782.84
NW MGMT 100 Hunt | ¢58.549.20 UPPER GREEN E107 $896.70 GRIZZLY BONDURANT | BMU33 | $25.178.43
Area 12 RIVER AR
TOTAL PAID $226,297.71 MEDICINE LODGE | E211 $612.50 BIG HOLE BMU27 | $3785.94
CARTER
MOUNTAIN PR205 | $2,586.10 CoDyY E216 $5,375.00 WHISKEY BMU34 | $38,421.89
FIFTEENMILE PR204 | $1,925.10 CLARK'S FORK E217 | $10.687.00 UPPER GREEN | BMU35 | $89.394.92
ANTELOPE SUBLETTE PR401 | $8,203.23 N. BIGHORNS E321 $18.559.63 SOUTH TETON | BMU29 | $1.137.00
OUTSIDE MORT
CARTER LEASE | PR419 | $1.104.00 SIERRA MADRE E425 $1.184.00 LINE BMU999 | $166,793.27
COPPER PR201 | $1,295.92 STEAMBOAT E426 2.711.80 TOTAL PAID $418,003.14
MOUNTAIN $1,295. - $2,711. ,003.
TOTAL PAID $15,114.35 IRON MTN. E531 $93.995 49 WEST BJ201 | $23,133.76
SUBLETTE MO105 | $4.200.00 SNOWY RANGE E533 | $79,42331 MOZ’Z)Z“’N N. CENTRAL BJ301 | $37,85253
MOOSE UINTA MO415 | $3,750.00 SHIRLEY MTN. E534 $3.600.11 SOUTHEAST BJ501 | $2,961.00
LINCOLN MO417 | $892.37 RAWHIDE E730 $3.750.50 NORTHEAST BJ701 $243.60
TOTAL PAID $8,842.37 BLACK HILLS E740 | $25.566.20 TOTAL PAID $64,190.89
BIGHORN BASIN | wpD201 | $131,507.05 LAlR: PEI\/;‘TKKIMUDDY E741 | $130,887.23 |GAMEBIRD | STATEWIDE Tg;fl\)'- $11,179.91
WHITE- T
AILED POWDERRIVER | WD303 | $10,285.00 NA E126 | $15.210.50
DEER SE. WYOMING | WD504 | $4,55057 HA129 E99 $8,024.00
BLACK HILLS WD706 | $31,087.95 TOTAL PAID $401,284.97
CENTRAL WD707 | $81,568.25
TOTAL PAID $258,998.82




WYOMING GAME AND FISH LAWS

TITLE 23 CHAPTER 1 ARTICLE 9
DAMAGE CAUSED BY GAME ANIMALS OR GAME BIRDS
23-1-901. Owner of damaged property to report damage; claims for damages; time for filing; determination; appeal; arbitration.

(a) Any landowner, lessee or agent whose property is being damaged by any of the big or trophy game animals or game birds of this state shall, not
later than fifteen (15) days after the damage is discovered by the owner of the property or the representative of the owner, report the damage to the
nearest game warden, damage control warden, supervisor or commission member.

(b) Any landowner, lessee or agent claiming damages from the state for injury or destruction of property by big or trophy game animals or game birds
of this state shall present a verified claim for the damages to the Wyoming game and fish department not later than sixty (60) days after the damage or
last item of damage is discovered. The claim shall specify the damage and amount claimed. As used in this subsection, "verified claim" means a
claim which the claimant has signed and sworn to be accurate before a person authorized to administer oaths.

(c) The department shall consider the claims based upon a description of the livestock or bees damaged or killed by a trophy game animal, the
damaged land, growing cultivated crops, stored crops including honey and hives, seed crops, improvements and extraordinary damage to grass. The
commission is authorized to establish by rule, methods, factors and formulas to be used for determining the amount to compensate any landowner,
lessee or agent for livestock damaged as a result of, missing as a result of, or killed by trophy game animals. Claims shall be investigated by the
department and rejected or allowed within ninety (90) days after submission, and paid in the amount determined to be due. In the event the
department fails to act within ninety (90) days, the claim, including interest based on local bank preferred rates, shall be deemed to have been
allowed. No award shall be allowed to any landowner who has not permitted hunting on his property during authorized hunting seasons. Any person
failing to comply with any provision of this section is barred from making any claim against the department for damages. Any claimant aggrieved by the
decision of the department may appeal to the commission within thirty (30) days after receipt of the decision of the department as provided by rules of
practice and procedure promulgated by the commission. The commission shall review the department decision at its next meeting following receipt of
notice of request for review. The commission shall review the investigative report of the department, and it may approve, modify or reverse the
decision of the department.

(d) Within ninety (90) days after receiving notice of the decision of the commission, the claimant may in writing to the department call for arbitration.
Within fifteen (15) days after the department receives the call for arbitration, the claimant and the department shall each appoint a disinterested
arbitrator who is an elector residing in the county where the damage occurred and notify each other of the appointment. Within twenty (20) days after
their appointment, the two (2) arbitrators shall appoint a third arbitrator possessing the same qualifications. If the third arbitrator is not appointed within
the time prescribed, the judge of the district court of the county or the court commissioner in the absence of the judge shall appoint the third arbitrator

upon the application of either arbitrator. 38



WYOMING GAME AND FISH LAWS

TITLE 23 CHAPTER 1 ARTICLE 9
DAMAGE CAUSED BY GAME ANIMALS OR GAME BIRDS

(e) Atleast twenty (20) days before the hearing, the board of arbitrators shall provide the claimant and department notice of the time and place in the
county when and where the parties will be heard and the claim investigated and decided by the board. A written copy of the decision shall be promptly
served upon each party. Within ten (10) days after receipt of the decision, either party may apply to the board for modification of the decision under
W.S. 1-36-111. Either party may apply to the district court for vacation of a decision under W.S. 1-36-114(a) or correction or modification of a decision
under W.S. 1-36-115 within thirty (30) days after receipt of the decision or within twenty (20) days after action by the board on an application for
modification under W.S. 1-36-111.

(f) If no applications under subsection (e) of this section are made after receipt of the decision, the commission shall promptly pay the amount, if any,

including interest based on local bank preferred rates, awarded by the board. Within thirty (30) days after the award is final, the board's reasonable
service and expense charges shall be paid by:

(i) The claimant if the award is no greater than the amount originally authorized by the commission;

(i) Otherwise, the commission.
(g) For purposes of this section, eligibility for damage compensation shall include gray wolves located in:

(i) The area described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (lI) regardless of the date on which the damage occurs;

(i) Subject to subsection (h) of this section, an area of land designated by the commission in rule which is adjacent to the area described in
W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(l) or (Il) regardless of the date on which the damage occurs.

(h) The commission shall establish in rule a process for persons to request that an area of land adjacent to the area described in W.S.

23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (II) be designated as an area where property owners are eligible for damage compensation for damage caused by gray
wolves. The rules shall provide that:

(i) The adjacent area of land is outside the area described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(l) or (lI);

(i) The adjacent area of land is part of a contiguous tract of land a portion of which is currently located within the boundaries described in W.S.
23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(l) or (I1);

(iii) The adjacent area of land is privately owned;

(iv) The private landowner of the adjacent area of land consents to the designation;

(v) The designation of the adjacent area of land shall not subtract from or diminish the area described in W.S. 23-1-101(a)(xii)(B)(I) or (lI).

39



CHAPTER 28 REGULATION GOVERNING BIG OR TROPHY GAME ANIMAL OR GAME BIRD OR GRAY WOLF
DAMAGE CLAIMS

Section 1. Authority. This regulation is promulgated by authority of Wyoming Statutes § 23-1-101, § 23-1-102, § 23-1-302, § 23-1-304 and § 23-1-
901.

Section 2. Definitions. Definitions shall be as set forth in Title 23, Wyoming Statutes, Commission regulations, and the Commission also adopts the
following definitions:

(@) “Authorized hunting seasons” means any hunting season during the twelve (12) month period immediately preceding the date when the
claimant filed the verified claim with the Office of the Department that is established by Commission regulation, including Depredation Prevention
Hunting Seasons and kill permits, for the harvest of the species of big game animals, trophy game animals, or game birds for which the verified claim
was filed.

(b) “Award” means compensation for damage offered to a claimant by the Department.

(c) “Board” means a board of arbitrators.

(d) “Claimant” means any landowner, lessee, agent or property owner whose livestock, bees, hives or honey have been damaged or killed by
a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h); or, whose land, growing cultivated crops, stored crops, seed crops,
or improvements have been damaged by big game animals, trophy game animals or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h) or
game birds; or, whose grass has been extraordinarily damaged by big game animals or game birds.

(e) “Commercial garden” means a business that grows fruits or vegetables for commercial sale.

(f)  “Commercial nursery” means a business that grows or stores trees, shrubs or plants solely for commercial sale and that is required under
W.S. § 39-15-106 to be licensed with the Wyoming Department of Revenue to collect and remit sales and use tax.

(g) “Commercial orchard” means a business that grows trees for fruit or nut production for commercial sale.

(h) “Confirmed by the Department or its representative” means the Department or its representative conducted an inspection or investigation of
the damage and determined the damage was more likely than not caused by a big or trophy game animal or game bird, or gray wolf in accordance
with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(i)  “Contiguous tract of land” means one parcel of fee title land, including land that may be divided by a public road, highway or railroad right of
way, which is entirely owned by a private landowner or corporation.
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CHAPTER 28 REGULATION GOVERNING BIG OR TROPHY GAME ANIMAL OR GAME BIRD OR GRAY WOLF
DAMAGE CLAIMS

() “Consequential damages” means damage, loss, or injury that does not flow directly and immediately from the act of the big game animal,
trophy game animal or game bird, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h), but only from some of the consequences or results of
such act. Consequential damages include, but are not necessarily limited to, future or anticipated production (except as otherwise provided in this
regulation for young of the year livestock), sentimental value, and labor or equipment costs to remove damaged property.

(k) “Damage” means actual damage to land, growing cultivated crops, stored crops, seed crops or improvements that is caused by big game
animals, trophy game animals or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h) or game birds, and sworn by the claimant on the
verified claim to have occurred; or extraordinary damage to grass that is caused by big game animals or game birds and sworn by the claimant on the
verified claim to have occurred; or actual damage to livestock or bees including honey and hives, that is caused by trophy game animals, or gray
wolves in accordance with § 23-1-901 (g) and (h), and sworn by the claimant on the verified claim to have occurred. Damage shall not include
damage to other real or personal property including, but not necessarily limited to: other vegetation or animals; motor vehicles; structures; damages
caused by animals other than big game animals, trophy game animals or game birds, or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h);
diseases; lost profits; consequential damages; or, any other damages whatsoever that are not specified in this regulation.

() “Disinterested arbitrator” means an elector residing in the county where the damage occurred, who is capable of making a reasoned and
unbiased decision based on evidence presented to the Board by the claimant and the Department.

(m) “Extraordinary damage to grass” means the loss or harm as proven by the landowner, lessee, or agent that significantly exceeds the
usual, customary or average use of non-cultivated grass plants of the Family Gramineae.

(n) “Growing cultivated crops” means crops or other vegetation that are grown on privately owned or leased land and harvested or utilized
annually for commercial sale or to feed livestock, or for human consumption. “Growing cultivated crops” can include grasses and legumes maturing
for harvest, small grains, row crops and vegetables, plants grown in commercial nurseries, commercial orchards, commercial gardens, and native hay
meadows that are managed for hay or livestock forage. If the crop is not harvested or utilized annually, it is not a growing cultivated crop unless it
requires more than one (1) year to become established and ready for harvest. “Growing cultivated crops” do not include rangelands managed for
livestock forage, or products of nurseries, orchards, and gardens that are not intended for commercial sale.

(o) “Hearing” means a procedurally correct arbitration hearing as described in Section 8 of this Regulation that shall be conducted in such
manner as to afford the claimant and the Department the opportunity to present, examine, and cross-examine all witnesses and other forms of
evidence presented to the Board.

(p) “Hives” means an artificial structure designed and constructed specifically for housing bees.
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CHAPTER 28 REGULATION GOVERNING BIG OR TROPHY GAME ANIMAL OR GAME BIRD OR GRAY WOLF
DAMAGE CLAIMS

(90 “Improvements” means a valuable addition made to real estate to increase the agricultural productivity of such land, including fences
and man made structures erected or windbreaks or shelterbelts planted on privately owned or leased land to enhance or improve crop production
or livestock production or grazing management or as a protection for livestock. Improvements shall not include windbreaks or shelterbelts, if they
are not planted solely to enhance or improve crop production, or livestock production or grazing management or as a protection for livestock.
Improvements also shall not include man made structures erected for human occupancy, or real or personal property or other structures that do not
enhance or improve crop production or grazing management or as a protection for livestock.

(r)  “Investigated by the Department” means an inspection determined by the Department to be a reasonable assessment of the damage
caused by big or trophy game animals or game birds, or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(s) “Kill permit” means a permit authorized by a Game and Fish Commissioner and the Chief Game Warden granting authority to take big
game animals, trophy game animals or game birds that are causing substantial damage to property.

t) “‘Land” means soil on privately owned or leased land.

(u) “Lessee” means a person who leases fee title land or State land for agricultural purposes.

(v) “More likely than not” means evidence reasonably tending to support the conclusion. Evidence that is competent, relevant, and
material, and which to a rational and impartial mind naturally leads, or involuntarily leads to conclusion for which there is valid, just and reasonable
substantiation.

(w) “Office of the Department” means the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, 5400 Bishop Blvd., Cheyenne, Wyoming 82006-0001 or
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, 3030 Energy Lane, Casper, Wyoming 82604.

(x)  “Permitted hunting during authorized hunting seasons” means permitted hunting as described in Section 4 of this regulation.

(y) “Promptly served upon each party” means within ten (10) days following the arbitration hearing, the Board shall serve a written copy of
its decision to the Office of the Department and the claimant.

(z) “Property” means livestock or bees, land, growing cultivated crops, stored crops including honey and hives, seed crops, improvements
or grass that has been extraordinarily damaged.

(aa) “Reasonable expense charges” means compensation given to an arbitrator while performing duties as an arbitrator that is the same
compensation rate afforded to State employees by State statute for per diem and vehicular mileage; and, actual expenses incurred by the arbitrator
and documented by receipt including, but not necessarily limited to, telephone calls, paper supplies, and mail service.
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CHAPTER 28 REGULATION GOVERNING BIG OR TROPHY GAME ANIMAL OR GAME BIRD OR GRAY WOLF
DAMAGE CLAIMS

(bb) “Reasonable service charges” means reimbursement in the amount of one hundred ($100) dollars per day for performing duties as an
arbitrator.

(cc) “Seed crops” means any crop intentionally planted, managed, and grown in accordance with accepted agricultural practices on privately
owned or leased land for the production of seed for future propagation, and that is harvested annually by manual or mechanical means. If the crop is
not harvested annually, it shall not be classified as a seed crop unless the crop normally requires an establishment period of longer than one (1) year
to be harvested or unless the crop is alfalfa seed or crested wheat grass seed.

(dd) “Stored crops” means crops that have been harvested and saved or stored for future use in accordance with accepted agricultural
practices.

(ee) “Supervisor’ means Regional Wildlife Supervisor.

(ff)  “Trophy game animal” means black bear, grizzly bear or mountain lion, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-101 (a) (xii) (B) (I) and
(1.

(gg) “Value of livestock” means the monetary value of individual livestock on the date the verified claim was filed with the Office of the
Department based upon the fair market value on that date for like livestock at a rate substantiated by a livestock sales barn or other credible written
valuation of the livestock provided by the claimant. However, the monetary value of young of the year livestock on the date the verified claim was filed
with the Office of the Department shall be based upon the fair market value on that date for like livestock at the weaning weight substantiated by a
livestock sales barn or other credible written valuation of the livestock provided by the claimant.

(hh) “Verified claim” means a Trophy Game Animal or Gray Wolf (in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h)) Damage Claim Affidavit or a
Big Game Animal or Game Bird Damage Claim Affidavit that has been signed by the claimant and sworn to be accurate before a person authorized to
administer oaths, that has been filed with the Office of the Department and contains all information required in Section 9 of this regulation.

Section 3. Damage to Livestock by Trophy Game Animals or Gray Wolf (in Accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h)). Except as specified
in subsection (a) of this section, the Department shall only offer payment for damage to individual livestock confirmed by the Department or its
representative as having been injured or killed by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(a) In geographic areas determined by the Department to have terrain, topography, and vegetative characteristics that influence the ability of the
claimant and Department to find missing calves and sheep that are believed to have been damaged as a result of a trophy game animal, or gray wolf
in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h), the Department shall utilize the methods, factors and formulas in this subsection to determine the
amount to compensate any landowner, lessee or agent for calves and sheep missing as a result of such damage.
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(i)  Any claimant whose verified claim is for missing sheep or calves believed to have been damaged as a result of a trophy game
animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h), shall include on his verified claim the total known death loss, including
missing animals, for the sheep or calves for the grazing season together with the number of such losses known to be due to causes other than
damage by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(i)  Notwithstanding the use of the formulas in this section, the Department shall not offer compensation for more than the total known
death loss less the number of such losses known to be due to causes other than damage by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance
with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h). In order to utilize any formula, the Department or its representative must have confirmed the claimant had at
least one (1) calf or one (1) sheep injured or killed by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(A) Calves and sheep in areas occupied by grizzly bears. To determine the amount of compensation due to a claimant for calves
and sheep believed to be missing as a result of being damaged by a black bear, grizzly bear, or mountain lion in areas occupied by grizzly
bears, the Department shall utilize the following formula:

()  Number of individual calves or sheep confirmed by the Department or its representative killed by a black bear, grizzly
bear, or mountain lion multiplied by three and one-half (3.5) multiplied by the value of livestock equals the amount of compensation.

(Il)  Sheep in areas not occupied by grizzly bears. To determine the amount of compensation due to a claimant for sheep
believed to be missing as a result of being damaged by a black bear or mountain lion in areas not occupied by grizzly bears, the Department
shall utilize the following formula:

(Il1)  Number of individual sheep confirmed by the Department or its representative killed by a black bear or mountain lion
multiplied by three (3) multiplied by the value of livestock equals the amount of compensation.

(i)  Sheep in areas set forth by Commission regulation where gray wolves are designated as trophy game animals, or gray wolves in
accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h). To determine the amount of compensation due to a claimant for sheep believed to be missing as a
result of being damaged by gray wolves, in areas occupied by gray wolves, the Department shall utilize the following formula:

(A) Number of individual sheep confirmed by the Department or its representative killed by a gray wolf multiplied by seven (7)
multiplied by the value of livestock equals the amount of compensation.
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(iv) Calves in areas set forth by Commission regulation where gray wolves are designated as trophy game animals, or gray wolves in
accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h). To determine the amount of compensation due to the claimant for calves believed to be missing
as a result of being damaged by gray wolves, in area occupied by gray wolves, the Department shall utilize the following formula:

(A) Number of individual calves confirmed by the Department or its representative killed by gray wolves multiplied by seven
(7) multiplied by the value of livestock equals the amount of compensation.

(b) Veterinary costs for the treatment of individual livestock that have been injured by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance
with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h), shall be considered up to a maximum amount that is not to exceed the value of the livestock injured, only in
cases where a licensed veterinarian believes the individual livestock in question had a reasonable chance to survive and return to a productive
state. If the individual livestock died as a result of an injury inflicted by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901
(g) and (h), even though the livestock received veterinary care, payment shall only be made up to a maximum of the value of the livestock.

(c) Any claimant who has sustained gray wolf damage located in the area described in W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h) shall be eligible for
damage compensation. Each time a claimant reports gray wolf damage to the Department, pursuant to W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h), the
claimant shall acknowledge:

(i) The adjacent area of land is outside the area described in W.S. § 23-1-101 (a) (xii) (B) (I) or (II);

(i) The adjacent area of land is part of a contiguous tract of land a portion of which is currently located within the boundaries described in
W.S. § 23-1-101 (a) (xii) (B) (1) or (ll);

(iii) The adjacent area of land is privately owned;

(iv) The private landowner of the adjacent area of land consents to the designation;

(v) The designation of the adjacent area of land shall not subtract from or diminish the area described in W.S. § 23-1-101 (a) (xii) (B) (1) or

(II).
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Section 4. Permitted Hunting During Authorized Hunting Seasons.

(@) Aclaimant shall not be eligible to receive an award for damage caused by big game animals, trophy game animals, or game birds
unless hunting for the species for which damage compensation is claimed has been permitted during authorized hunting seasons on the land for
which the verified claim has been filed. For an award to be allowed, the claimant shall permit hunting during authorized hunting seasons if the
species of big game animals, trophy game animals, or game birds for which the verified claim was filed were present on the claimant’s privately
owned or leased land and adjoining Federal or State land during authorized hunting seasons delineated in subsection (iii) (A). If the species of
big game animals, trophy game animals, or game birds for which the verified claim has been filed were not present on the claimant’s privately
owned or leased land and adjoining Federal or State land during the authorized hunting seasons as delineated in subsection (iii) (A), for an
award to be allowed the claimant shall permit hunting during authorized hunting seasons delineated in (iii) (B) and (iii) (C) if requested by the
Department. The claimant shall permit hunting during authorized hunting seasons delineated in (iii) (B) and (iii) (C) without access fees to
hunters or the Department.

(i) For a claimant to be eligible to receive an award for damage compensation on leased private land, the landowner of the leased
private land shall not, in any manner, restrict hunting access for the species for which damage compensation is claimed on the land for which
the verified claim has been filed, or any adjoining Federal or State land.

(i) The claimant shall not, in any manner, restrict hunting access to their privately owned land, leased private land or any adjoining
Federal or State land within the hunt area for which the damage occurred in accordance with this section.

(iii) Authorized hunting seasons include:
(A) Hunting seasons as established by Wyoming Game and Fish Commission rule and regulation;
(B) Depredation prevention hunting seasons as approved by a District Wyoming Game and Fish Commissioner and the Chief
Game Warden; or,
(C) Lethal taking of wildlife through a kill permit as approved by a District Wyoming Game and Fish Commissioner and the
Chief Game Warden.
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(b) The Department shall determine if hunting was permitted during authorized hunting seasons for the species of big game animals, trophy game
animals, or game birds for which the verified claim has been filed. For an award to be allowed, the Department shall have to determine the claimant
allowed sufficient numbers of hunters to access his privately owned or leased land and adjoining Federal or State land to harvest more than the number of
big game animals, trophy game animals or game birds recruited in the preceding twelve (12) months into the segment of the population responsible for
doing damage. The claimant shall contact the game warden to whom he reported the damage to determine how many big game animals, trophy game
animals, or game birds meets the requirement of more than the number of big game animals, trophy game animals or game birds recruited in the preceding
twelve (12) months into the segment of the population responsible for doing damage. An award may be allowed if the Department determines a reduction
in big game animals, trophy game animals or game birds affects the Department’s ability to sustain the population at the objective the Commission has
established for the herd unit.

Section 5. Notification of Damage and Filing of Damage Claims.

(a) Any claimant who has incurred damage as defined in Section 2 of this Regulation shall report the damage to the nearest game warden,
supervisor, or Commission member within fifteen (15) consecutive days following the date damage was discovered. If the claimant intends to take actions
that prevent the damage being investigated by the Department, such as harvest of damaged crops or removal of damaged livestock, the claimant shall
notify the nearest game warden, supervisor, or Commission member as soon as reasonably possible after discovery of the damage so the damage can be
investigated by the Department prior to removal, harvest, modification, or destruction of the damaged property; however, in no case shall the claimant take
actions that preclude the damage being investigated by the Department. If the claimant denies or precludes the damage being investigated by the
Department, the Department shall deny the verified claim.

(b) The claimant shall present a verified claim in accordance with Section 9 of this regulation to the Office of the Department within sixty (60)
consecutive days following the date the last item of damage was discovered.

(i) For verified claims of damage to individual livestock by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h),
the sixty-day (60) period shall commence from the last date the livestock were present on the grazing allotment or geographic location where the damage
occurred;

(i) For verified claims of damage to bees, honey, and hives by a trophy game animal, or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g)
and (h), the sixty (60) day period shall commence from the last date damage occurred or from the last date the bees, honey, or hives were present on the
location where the damage occurred, whichever date occurs first; and,

(iii) For verified claims of damage to land, growing cultivated crops, seed crops, stored crops, improvements, or extraordinary damage to grass
by big game animals, trophy game animals or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h) or game birds, the sixty (60) day period shall
commence from the last date the growing cultivated crop or seed crop was harvested or the land, stored crops, or improvements were damaged or the
extraordinary damage to grass occurred. 47
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(c) If a claimant chooses to appeal the Department’s decision regarding a verified claim to the Commission, the claimant shall file a
written appeal that is received by the Office of the Department within thirty (30) consecutive days from the date the claimant received the
Department’s notification of its decision on the verified claim.

(d) The claimant shall have no right of appeal to the Commission of the Department’s denial of the claim if based upon the information
provided by the claimant in the verified claim, the claimant failed to comply with subsection (a) or (b) of this section. The claimant shall have no
right of appeal to the Commission of the Department’s decision on a verified claim if the claimant failed to comply with subsection (c) of this
section.

(e) The U.S. Postal Service or any other mail delivery service providers are not agents of the Department. Therefore, the Department
cannot assume responsibility for mail delivery to the Department. It is the claimant’s responsibility to assure the delivery of a verified claim to
the Office of the Department.

Section 6. Investigation and Payment of Verified Claims.

(a) When investigating damage claims, the Department shall utilize the standard of “more likely than not” in determining whether or not
the damage was the result of big or trophy game animals or game birds, or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(b) The Department shall consider damage that was discovered by the claimant and reported to the nearest game warden, supervisor or
Commission member within fifteen (15) consecutive days after the date the damage was discovered. Any damage that was reported more than
fifteen (15) consecutive days after the date it was discovered by the claimant shall not be considered by the Department as damage under this
regulation.

(c) The Department shall investigate the verified claim and either reject the claim or provide for full or partial payment to the claimant
within ninety (90) consecutive days following the date the Office of the Department received the verified claim.

Section 7. Reasons for Denial of a Verified Claim.
(a) The Department shall deny the verified claim for any of the reasons specified in this subsection.

(i) The claimant did not report the damage to the nearest game warden, supervisor or Commission member within fifteen (15)
consecutive days after the date the damage was discovered. Any damage that was reported more than fifteen (15) consecutive days after the
date it was discovered by the claimant shall not be considered by the Department as damage under this regulation.
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(i) The damage was caused by animals or wildlife other than big game animals, trophy game animals or game birds, or gray wolves in accordance
with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(iii) The big or trophy game animals or game birds causing damage were on the claimant’s privately owned or leased land and adjoining Federal or
State land during authorized hunting seasons as specified in Section 4 (a) (iii) (A), and the claimant did not permit hunting in accordance with Section 4 of this
regulation.

(iv) The big or trophy game animals or game birds causing damage were not on the claimant’s privately owned or leased land and adjoining Federal
or State land during authorized hunting seasons as specified in Section 4 (a) (iii) (A), and the claimant would not agree to the Department’s implementation of a
depredation prevention hunting season as specified in Section 4 (a) (iii) (B) or insisted on charging an access fee to hunters to participate in a depredation
prevention hunting season as specified in Section 4.

(v) The big or trophy game animals or game birds causing damage were not on the claimant’s privately owned or leased land and adjoining Federal
or State land during authorized hunting seasons as specified in Section 4 (a) (iii) (A), and the claimant would not agree to the Department’s implementation of a
kill permit as specified in Section 4 (a) (iii) (C) or insisted on charging an access fee to the Department to implement a kill permit as specified in Section 4.

(vi) The verified claim was for property not defined as property in Section 2 of this regulation.

(vii) The claimant was compensated by crop or livestock insurance or a Federal subsidy program for the property damaged to the extent the
claimant received compensation under that insurance or program.

(viii) The claimant did not present a verified claim complete with all required information specified in Section 9 of this regulation to the Office of the
Department within sixty (60) days after the damage or last item of damage was discovered by the claimant.

(ix) The verified claim was for consequential damages.

(x) Hunting was not permitted during authorized hunting seasons on land in a platted subdivision where the damage occurred due to the actions of a
municipal or county ordinance, or homeowners’ association covenant prohibiting the discharge of firearms.

(xi) Due to actions of the claimant, the damage was not investigated by the Department.

(xii) The claimant prevented the Department’s attempts to mitigate or alleviate the damage through such actions as moving the big or trophy game
animals or game birds, or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h) responsible for the damage or the claimant refused to utilize fencing
materials provided by the Department to protect stored crops, including honey and hives.
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Section 8. Arbitration.

(a) If the claimant wishes to appeal the Commission’s decision regarding a verified claim, the claimant shall file a written call for arbitration
with the Office of the Department within ninety (90) consecutive days from the date the claimant received notice of the Commission’s decision.

(b) If the claimant calls for arbitration, the claimant and the Office of the Department shall each appoint a disinterested arbitrator within
fifteen (15) consecutive days from the date the Office of the Department received the written call for arbitration.

(c) When the claimant and the Office of the Department appoint arbitrators, written notification of the name, mailing address, and
telephone number of arbitrators shall be made by each party to the other within fifteen (15) consecutive days from the date the Office of the
Department received the written call for arbitration.

(d) Within twenty (20) consecutive days after their appointment, the two (2) arbitrators shall appoint a third arbitrator. The two (2)
arbitrators selected shall notify both the claimant and the Office of the Department in writing of the name, mailing address, and telephone
number of the third arbitrator selected. If the third arbitrator is not appointed within this time period, the judge of the district court of the county
or the court commissioner in the absence of the judge shall appoint the third arbitrator upon the application of either arbitrator.

(e) The three (3) arbitrators shall appoint a chairman who shall chair the Board and serve as secretary to carry out the correspondence of
the Board.

(f) Atleast twenty (20) consecutive days before the hearing, the Board shall provide the claimant and the Office of the Department written
notice of the time and place in the county when and where the testimony of the claimant and the Department shall be heard and the claim
investigated and decided by the Board.

(g) Arbitration hearings shall be conducted as contested cases by the Office of Administrative Hearings. The Department shall transmit to
the Office of Administrative Hearings a referral transmittal sheet and copies of the appropriate agency documents reflecting the disputed claim
and the basis thereof. Upon referral from the Department, the Office of Administrative Hearings shall have the authority, pursuant to W.S. § 9-2-
2202, to conduct the arbitration hearing in an impartial manner pursuant to the Wyoming Administrative Procedure Act, applicable provisions of
the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure, and Chapters 1 and 2 of the Uniform Contested Case Rules adopted by the Office of Administrative
Hearings (Chapter 1 effective October 17, 2014; Chapter 2 effective July 20, 2017) and found at http://rules.wyo.gov hereby incorporated by
reference but not including any later amendments or editions, to the extent those statutes and rules do not conflict with W.S. § 23-1-901 or the
Uniform Arbitration Act.
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(h) Following the arbitration hearing, the Board shall within ten (10) days provide a written copy of its decision to the Office of the
Department and the claimant.

(i) Unless otherwise specified in this section, the Uniform Arbitration Act, W.S. § 1-36-101 et seq. shall apply to the hearing.

()) The decision of the Board shall become part of the Office of the Department’s file and shall be made part of the record in the event of
an appeal of the Board’s decision and any appeal to district court shall be conducted in conformity with the Uniform Arbitration Act, W.S. § 1-36-
114 (a) or W.S. § 1-36-115.

Section 9. Verified Claim Requirements. The verified claim required by W.S. § 23-1-901 (b) shall be submitted on the form prescribed by the
Department. The verified claim shall contain the following information:

(a) Adescription of the land on which the damage occurred, including the legal description (section, range, township), the county in
which the land is located, and whether the land is privately owned, leased, or federally owned;

(b) Whether the claimant is the landowner, lessee, or agent of the landowner or lessee;

(c) Adescription of individual livestock, including the number, age class and sex if known, or description of bees, including honey and
hives, damaged or killed by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h);

(d) Adescription of the land, growing cultivated crops, stored crops, seed crops, or improvements damaged by a big game animal, trophy
game animal or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h) or game bird; or a description of the grass extraordinarily damaged by
a big game animal or game bird;

(e) Competent, relevant and material evidence provided by the claimant that a big game animal, trophy game animal or game bird, or
gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h) caused the damage;

(f) The dates during which damage took place, to include the specific date the damage was discovered by the claimant and the specific
date the damage ended;

(g) The amount and value of property damaged, including all calculations and evidence supporting the value determination;

(h) The species and number, if known, of big or trophy game animals or game birds, or gray wolves in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901
(g) and (h) that caused the damage;
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(i) The name of the game warden, supervisor or Commission member to whom the claimant reported the damage and the specific date it
was reported;

() Information to allow the Department to determine whether or not the claimant permitted hunting during authorized hunting seasons for
the species causing damage in accordance with Section 4 of this regulation;

(k) Information as to whether or not an access fee was charged for permitting hunting during authorized hunting seasons for the species of
big game animal, trophy game animal or game bird for which the verified claim was filed; the total amount of access fee charged per hunter; and,
the total number of hunters permitted to hunt during authorized hunting seasons for the species causing damage;

(I) Information by which the Office of the Department can recognize the claimant signed and swore before a person authorized to
administer oaths (notarized) the verified claim to be accurate;

(m) For verified claims for calves and sheep missing as a result of damage by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S.
§ 23-1-901 (g) and (h), the total known death loss, including missing animals, for the sheep or calves for the grazing season together with the
number of such losses known to be due to causes other than damage by a trophy game animal, or gray wolf in accordance with W.S. § 23-1-901
(9) and (h);

(n) Information to indicate if all or what portion of the property damaged was compensated for by crop or livestock insurance or a Federal
subsidy program to the extent the claimant received compensation under that insurance or program; and,

(o) Whether the claimant is applying for damage compensation per W.S. § 23-1-901 (g) and (h).

(p) The claimant may submit additional supporting information, which shall be considered as part of the verified claim.

WYOMING GAME AND FISH COMMISSION

Mark Anselmi, President
Dated: September 18, 2018



Damage must be reported within 15 days after damage discovered by landowner.

Present verified claim within 60 days

——

Report must be made to Game Warden, Supervisor or Commission Member

| Claim amount awarded & Interest based on local bank rates.

DEPARTMENT
J’ Failure to act within 90 days
Department shall within 90 days v
h 4
| Investigate, Reject or Allow Payment |
h 4
Approved by Claimant for

recommended damage award
letter. Sign payment voucher
and return to Department

Appeal within 30 days after receipt of damage award letter

\

Claimant within 90 days after receiving Commission decision

+

| Request in writing to Department for Arbitration

WGF COMMISSION APPEAL |
b
| Present Department decision at next meeting. Claimant presents their justification. |
v
Approve Department decision j | Modify Department decision | \
(2 v

Reverse Department decision in favor of Claimant

1
| Within 15 days |

i
| Within 15 days |

Department selects Arbitrator & Notifies Claimant {Claimant selects Arbitrator & Notifies Department

| * THREE ARBITRATORS |
l
| Al least 20 days before Hearing, Claimant and Department notified of time & date of Hearing

Within 20 days after their appointment

v

| Fail to select a Third Arbitrator

|

Judge of District Court of County

If dissatisfied, within 30
days of final decision for
modification

'

| ARBITRATION HEARING |
v

| Notify Claimant and Department of decision
v |

If satisfied:

Commission pays amount
including interest rate on local
bank.

If dissatisfied, then within 10 days after receipt of decision

N

Either Party may apply to Arbitration

| Wyithin 30 days of final decision |
Board for modification of Decision

v

+ Board's reasonable
service & expense
charges -- Paid

If dissatisfied with modification, 20 days
after action by Board

l +

DISTRICT COURT |

Claimant pays if award no
greater than original amount
authorized by the Commission

Commission pays if amount
greater than original amount
authorzed by the Commission

Procedure for
Claims of
Damage by Big
or Trophy Game
Animal or Game
Bird or Gray
Wolf



	Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
	Slide Number 2
	Preface
	10-Year Summary of Damage Claim Actions 
	10-Year Damage Claim Payment Summary 
	10-Year Summary of Cost of Damage Program, Prevention, Handling Totals and Claims Paid
	FY22 Amount, Percentage and Number of Claims Paid Per Species 
	Antelope 10-Year Damage Totals 
	Mule Deer 10-Year Damage Totals 
	White-Tailed Deer 10-Year Damage Totals 
	ElElk 10-Year Damage Totals 10-Year Damage Totals 
	Moose 10-Year Damage Totals 
	Black Bear 10-Year Damage Totals
	Mountain Lion 10-Year Damage Totals
	Grizzly Bear 10-Year Damage Totals
	Gray Wolf 10-Year Damage Totals
	Game Birds 10-Year Damage Totals 
	FY22 Amount, Percentage and Number of Claims Paid By Region
	Claims for �Jackson Region 
	Claims for �Cody Region 
	Claims for �Casper Region 
	Claims for �Lander Region 
	Claims for �Laramie Region 
	Claims for �Green River Region
	Claims for �Sheridan Region 
	Claims for �Pinedale Region 
	FY22 Amount and Percentage Paid By Category of Damage
	Growing Cultivated Crops Paid �FY22 and 10-Year Summary 
	Bees, Hives and Honey Paid �FY22 and 10-Year Summary 
	Seed Crops Paid �FY22 and 10-Year Summary 
	Stored Crops Paid �FY22 and 10-Year Summary 
	Extraordinary Damage to Grass �Paid FY22 and 10-Year Summary 
	Improvements Paid �FY22 and 10-Year Summary 
	Livestock Paid �FY22 and 10-Year Summary 
	Key to Categories and Types of Damage 
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53

