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DIVISION OF VICTIM SERVICES



Division’s Primary Responsibilities

The Division of Victim Services is a division within the Office of the Attorney General.  

Determine eligibility for crime victims’ compensation

Manage state and federal funds granted to local victim service providers

Monitor local programs for compliance

Provide outreach and education regarding victims’ rights and victim services



Compensable Crimes Include:

•Homicide

•Sexual Assault

•Child Physical Abuse

•Child Sexual Abuse

•Indecent Liberties w/a minor

•Domestic Violence

•Kidnapping

•Robbery

•Assault

•DUI

•Certain Vehicular Related Crimes

•Acts of Terrorism on US Soil



Compensable Losses Include:
Mental Health Counseling and Care
Medical, Dental & Hospital Service

Articles Taken As Evidence
Out-of-pocket expenses

Funeral/Burial Expenses Including Native American Services
Loss of Earnings

Loss of Support for Dependants
Mileage Expense to/from medical appointments



Compensation Limits
•$15,000 per claim per victim per crime

•$10,000 catastrophic loss (available in some circumstances – explained in a moment)

•Per Claim/ Per Victim / Per Crime



Crime Reporting Requirements (Eligibility Requirements)

Crime must be reported to law enforcement.  

Some verification that a crime occurred is necessary.

Some proof a crime was committed is required

Arrest NOT required
Prosecution is NOT required
Conviction is NOT required

The victim suffered physical/mental injury as a result of the criminal act.

Victim should cooperate with the investigation and prosecution.



Denial of Claims

Top 3 reasons
No crime occurred (per LE)

No innocent victim
No compensable loss



Compensation Denials SFY 21

Claims Statistics - Approved and Denied 

 Reason for Denial    Number  Denied % 

 No Compensable Loss    16  22.54% 

 Crime Did not Occur in Wyoming  4  5.63% 

 No Physical Injury/Property Loss  2  2.82% 

 Failure to Supply Information   5  7.04% 

 No Innocent Victim/Contribution  11  15.49% 

 Claim not Filed on Time    4  5.63% 

 Lack of Cooperation with L.E. or Commission 2  2.82% 

 Benefit Offender    2  2.82% 

 No Crime Occurred    23  32.39% 

 Unable to Locate Victim    1  1.41% 

 Mutual combatant    1  1.41% 

      Total Denied: 71 



Compensation Statistics

During SFY 2021, 903 claims were received in our office

832 claims approved (92 % approved)

$1,138,929.80 was paid out to crime victims injured in Wyoming

Majority of claims filed by assault victims

Majority of victims were females between 18 – 29



Compensation Statistics (cont.)

Victims By Race Number Approved Number Denied
African American 8 2
Hispanic/Spanish Origin 65 6
Native American 82 1
Asian/Pacific Islander 13 0
Caucasian 552 57
Unknown 74 4
Multi-racial 38 1

TOTAL: 832 71



Where Crime Victims Compensation Comes From

Federal Money = Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Compensation. Accounts for approximately 1/3 to ½ of total 
money going to victims each year – fluctuates due to the formula which was historically $0.60/ per every state 
dollar spent. Raised to $0.75/ per every state dollar spent in 2021 with the “VOCA Fix Act”.

Surcharge = Money from criminal fines/fees deposited into the Crime Victims Fund by the courts. Accounts for 
the largest percentage of money for Victim Services both Compensation and pass through to Assistance 
programs.

Restitution = Amount court ordered to victim or the Division to be paid directly from offender for pecuniary 
loss. **Typically represents less than 2 % of money collected by the state.

Recovery from Offender = Different from “Restitution” in that it contemplates civil damages. Division has a 
subrogation interest if there is a subsequent civil suit (Think OJ Simpson; Criminal = Not Guilty; Civil = $33 
Million dollar award)



Surcharge Fund Balance History:











1-40-119. Surcharge to be assessed in certain criminal cases; paid to account.

(a) In addition to any fine or other penalty prescribed by law, a defendant who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to, 
or is convicted of, the following criminal offenses shall be assessed a surcharge of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for the offenses specified in paragraph (v) of this subsection, not 
less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) nor more than three hundred fifty dollars ($350.00) for the first plea to or 
conviction of offenses specified in paragraphs (i) through (iv) of this subsection, and not less than two hundred dollars 
($200.00) nor more than four hundred dollars ($400.00) for each subsequent plea to or conviction of offenses specified in 
paragraphs (i) through (iv) of this subsection:

(i) Any violation of W.S. 6-1-101 through 6-2-313 and 6-2-319 through 6-10-203;

(ii) Any violation of W.S. 31-5-225, 31-5-229, 31-5-233 or 41-13-220(a);

(iii) Any violation of W.S. 35-7-1001 through 35-7-1057;

(iv) Any violation of W.S. 6-2-314 through 6-2-318;

(v) Any violation of a municipal ordinance which has substantially similar elements to the criminal offenses 
specified in paragraphs (ii) through (iv) of this subsection or any other violation of a municipal ordinance which causes 
actual damage to persons or property.

(b) The surcharge enumerated in subsection (a) of this section shall be imposed upon any defendant for whom 
prosecution, trial or sentence is deferred under W.S. 7-13-301 and 7-13-302 or who participates in any other diversion 
agreement.

(c) Under no circumstances shall a court fail to impose the surcharge required by subsections (a) and (b) of this 
section if the court determines the defendant has an ability to pay or that a reasonable probability exists that the 
defendant will have an ability to pay.

(d) The surcharge shall be paid within ten (10) days of imposition unless the court determines that it shall be paid 
in installments over a reasonable period of time. Failure to comply with the provisions for payment of the surcharge is 
punishable as contempt of court. Contempt proceedings or other proceedings to collect the surcharge may be initiated by the 
prosecuting attorney, by the court on its own motion or by the division.

(e) Monies paid to the court by a defendant shall be applied to the surcharge before being applied to any fine, 
penalty, cost or assessment imposed upon the defendant. The proceeds from the surcharge imposed by this section shall be 
remitted promptly by the clerk of the court to the division for deposit in the account.



Surcharge Fee Schedule:

1-40-119. Surcharge to be assessed in certain criminal cases; paid to account.

(a) In addition to any fine or other penalty prescribed by law, a defendant who pleads guilty or nolo 
contendere to, or is convicted of, the following criminal offenses shall be assessed a surcharge of not 
less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300.00) for the offenses 
specified in paragraph (v) of this subsection, not less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) nor 
more than three hundred fifty dollars ($350.00) for the first plea to or conviction of offenses specified 
in paragraphs (i) through (iv) of this subsection, and not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) nor 
more than four hundred dollars ($400.00) for each subsequent plea to or conviction of offenses 
specified in paragraphs (i) through (iv) of this subsection.



Surcharge Fee Schedule (cont.)

$100- 300 for Municipal Code Violations that would be a criminal offense and causes actual damage 
to persons or property
$150 – 350 for first count of a misdemeanor or felony (includes traffic violation and eluding LE -
statute specifically includes child SA)
$200 – 400 for every additional count.



Surcharge VS. Restitution
7-9-101. Victim Restitution -Definitions.
(a) As used in this chapter:

(i) "Criminal activity" means any crime for which there is a plea of guilty, nolo contendere or verdict of 
guilty upon which a judgment of conviction may be rendered and includes any other crime which is 
admitted by the defendant, whether or not prosecuted. In the case of restitution ordered under W.S. 7-13-
301, "criminal activity" also includes a crime charged against the defendant;
(ii) "Long-term physical health care restitution order" means an order entered pursuant to W.S. 7-9-
113 through 7-9-115;
(iii) "Pecuniary damage" means all damages which a victim could recover against the defendant in a 
civil action arising out of the same facts or event, including damages for wrongful death. It does not include 
punitive damages and damages for pain, suffering, mental anguish and loss of consortium;
(iv) "Restitution" means full or partial payment of pecuniary damage to a victim;
(v) "Victim" means a person who has suffered pecuniary damage as a result of a defendant's criminal 
activities. An insurer which paid any part of a victim's pecuniary damages shall be regarded as the victim 
only if the insurer has no right of subrogation and the insured has no duty to pay the proceeds of restitution 
to the insurer.



7-9-102. Order to pay upon conviction.

In addition to any other punishment prescribed by law the court shall, upon conviction for any misdemeanor or 
felony, order a defendant to pay restitution to each victim as determined under W.S. 7-9-103 and 7-9-114 unless 
the court specifically finds that the defendant has no ability to pay and that no reasonable probability exists that 
the defendant will have an ability to pay.



7-9-103. Determination of amount owed; execution.

(a) As part of the sentencing process including deferred prosecutions under W.S. 7-13-301, in any misdemeanor 
or felony case, the prosecuting attorney shall present to the court any claim for restitution submitted by any 
victim.

(b) In every case in which a claim for restitution is submitted, the court shall fix a reasonable amount 
as restitution owed to each victim for actual pecuniary damage resulting from the defendant's criminal activity, 
and shall include its determination of the pecuniary damage as a special finding in the judgment of conviction or 
in the order placing the defendant on probation under W.S. 7-13-301. In determining the amount of restitution, 
the court shall consider and include as a special finding, each victim's reasonably foreseeable actual pecuniary 
damage that will result in the future as a result of the defendant's criminal activity. A long-term physical health 
care restitution order shall be entered as provided in W.S. 7-9-113 through 7-9-115.



7-9-102. Order to pay upon conviction. (CONT)
(c) The court shall order the defendant to pay all or part of the restitution claimed or shall state on the record 
specific reasons why an order for restitution was not entered. If the court determines that the defendant has no 
ability to pay and that no reasonable probability exists that the defendant will have an ability to pay in the future, 
the court shall enter specific findings in the record supporting its determination.

(d) Any order for restitution under this chapter constitutes a judgment by operation of law on the date it is 
entered. To satisfy the judgment, the clerk, upon request of the victim, the division of victim services or the 
district attorney, shall issue execution in the same manner as in a civil action.

(e) The court's determination of the amount of restitution owed under this section is not admissible as evidence 
in any civil action.

(f) The defendant shall be given credit against his restitution obligation for payments made to the victim by the 
defendant's insurer for injuries arising out of the same facts or event.





Judge Steinle’s Philosophy:



1-40-112. Recovery from offender; restitution.

(a) If an order for the payment of compensation for personal injury or death is made under this act, the state, upon 
payment of the amount of the order, shall be subrogated to any right of action the victim or dependent of the victim has 
against the person or persons responsible for the injury or death, and the state may bring an action against the responsible 
person for the amount of the damages the applicant sustained.

(b) The applicant or other recipient shall give written notice to the division of the making of a claim or demand or the 
filing of a suit for the damages specified in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) Restitution by an offender under W.S. 7-9-101 through 7-9-115 shall:

(i) To the extent compensation is paid under this act, be paid to the division, deposited in the account and be set 
off against a judgment in favor of the state in a civil action arising out of the same facts or event;

(ii) Reduce by like amount any compensation subsequently paid under this act arising out of the same facts or 
event.



1-40-112. Recovery from offender; restitution.
…
(g) Any payment of benefits to, or on behalf of, a victim or other claimant under this act creates a debt due and owing 

to the state by any person found, in a criminal court proceeding in which he is a party, to have committed the criminal 
act. Payment of the debt shall be a condition of probation or parole:

(i) In making payment of the debt a condition of probation or parole, the court or state board of parole shall set the 
schedule or amounts of payments, subject to modification based on change of circumstances;

(ii) If the court or board does not order payment of the debt, or orders only partial payment, it shall state on the 
record the reasons therefor.



CONTACT INFORMATION

Cara Boyle Chambers

Director, Division of Victim Services

Office of the Attorney General

320 W. 25th Street

Capitol Hill Building, 2nd Floor 

Cheyenne, WY

307-777-7200 phone

307-777-6683 fax

http://victimservices.wyoming.gov

http://victimservices.wyoming.gov/
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