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= Climate

= Unwind previous 4 years

" Intense EPA focus on reduction of methane emissions
from the oil and gas sector — new and existing sources
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= “Protecting Public Health and the Environment and
Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis”

= Signed January 20, 2021

* Administration policy to reduce greenhouse gases
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Section 1. Policy. Our Nation has an abiding commitment to empower our
workers and communities; promote and protect our public health and the
environment; and conserve our national treasures and monuments, places
that secure our national memory. Where the Federal Government has failed
to meet that commitment in the past, it must advance environmental justice.
In carrving out this charge, the Federal Government must be guided by
the best science and be protected by processes that ensure the integrity
of Federal decision-making. It is, therefore, the policy of my Administration
to listen to the science; to improve public health and protect our environment;
to ensure access to clean air and water; to limit exposure to dangerous
chemicals and pesticides; to hold polluters accountable, including those
who disproportionately harm communities of color and low-income commu-
nities; to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; to bolster resilience to the impacts
of climate change; to restore and expand our national treasures and monu-
ments; and to prioritize both environmental justice and the creation of
the well-paying union jobs necessary to deliver on these goals.

To that end, this order directs all executive departments and agencies (agen-
cies) to immediately review and, as appropriate and consistent with applica-
ble law, take action to address the promulgation of Federal regulations
and other actions during the last 4 years that conflict with these important
national objectives, and to immediately commence work to confront the
climate crisis.
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Sec. 2. Immediate Review of Agency Actions Taken Between January 20,
2017, and January 20, 2021. (a) The heads of all agencies shall immediately
review all existing regulations, orders, guidance documents, policies, and
any other similar agency actions (agency actions) promulgated, issued, or
adopted between January 20, 2017, and January 20, 2021, that are or may
be inconsistent with, or present obstacles to, the policy set forth in section
1 of this order. For any such actions identified by the agencies, the heads
of agencies shall, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law, consider
suspending, revising, or rescinding the agency actions. In addition, for the
agency actions in the 4 categories set forth in subsections (i) through (iv)
of this section, the head of the relevant agency, as appropriate and consistent
with applicable law, shall consider publishing for notice and comment a
proposed rule suspending, revising, or rescinding the agency action within
the time frame specified.

(i) Reducing Methane Emissions in the Oil and Gas Sector: “Oil and
Natural Gas Sector: Emission Standards for New, Reconstructed, and Modi-
fied Sources Reconsideration,” 85 FR 57398 (September 15, 2020), by
September 2021.
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(c) Heads of agencies shall, as appropriate and consistent with applicable
law, consider whether to take any additional agency actions to fully enforce
the policy set forth in section 1 of this order. With respect to the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency, the following specific actions
should be considered:

(i) proposing new regulations to establish comprehensive standards of
performance and emission guidelines for methane and volatile organic
compound emissions from existing operations in the oil and gas sector,
including the exploration and production, transmission, processing, and
storage segments, by September 2021; and
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Sec. 5. Accounting for the Benefits of Reducing Climate Pollution. (a) It
is essential that agencies capture the full costs of greenhouse gas emissions
as accurately as possible, including by taking global damages into account.
Doing so facilitates sound decision-making, recognizes the breadth of climate
impacts, and supports the international leadership of the United States on
climate issues. The ‘‘social cost of carbon” (SCC), “‘social cost of nitrous
oxide” (SCN), and ‘‘social cost of methane” (SCM) are estimates of the
monetized damages associated with incremental increases in greenhouse
gas emissions. They are intended to include changes in net agricultural
productivity, human health, property damage from increased flood risk,
and the value of ecosystem services. An accurate social cost is essential
for agencies to accurately determine the social benefits of reducing green-
house gas emissions when conducting cost-benefit analyses of regulatory
and other actions.
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