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This memorandum responds to a request at the Committee's June meeting for information
regarding payments to foster parents in other states. LSO identified three approaches in providing
financial support to foster parents. Under the first approach, used in 40 states, payments to cover
the care of a child are uniform across the state, but the payment amount varies. LSO identified four
states (Colorado, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania) where payments vary county by county.?
Under the third approach, in use in six states (Connecticut, Kansas, Maine, North Dakota, Texas,
and West Virginia), parents receive a flat rate from the state, regardless of age, which may increase
should the child need additional care. While a comprehensive list of all fifty states' rates and
approaches may be found in the appendix, the following section discusses how payments in
Wyoming compare to other states, using the three age brackets that the Wyoming Department of
Family Services uses to determine reimbursement rates.

DiscuUssION:

To determine payments for foster parents, the Wyoming Department of Family Services uses three
age brackets — (1) birth to five years, (2) six to twelve years, and (3) thirteen to eighteen years.?
Several other states use the same or similar brackets as Wyoming, thus allowing to compare
monthly reimbursement rates with other states. To compare rate fluctuation across age brackets
within a single state, please refer to Appendix A, which is included in this memorandum and
provides a detailed state-by-state analysis.

In Wyoming, the basic rate for the first age bracket — children between birth and age five — is $645
per month.® Monthly payments for that age category range between $395 per month in Idaho* and

L1t is unclear whether the state or the counties make the payments in these four states.
2 Wyoming Department of Family Services. Chapter 9: Budgeting and Lump Sums I11. Ongoing Months of Eligibility for Child
https://dfs.wyo.gov/about/policy-manuals/foster-care-and-adoption-iv-e-policy-2/
31d.
4 The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. Idaho Foster Care.
http://icpcstatepages.org/idaho/foster-care/
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$896 in California.®> Table 1 on the following page shows how Wyoming’s monthly rate ranks
against 22 states using the same or similar age brackets. Wyoming’s monthly payment appears to
be higher than the average of $586.17 and the median (Hawaii), which stands at $576.°

For a child between six and twelve years old, foster parents in Wyoming receive a monthly
allowance of $664. For that age bracket, monthly payments range between $439 in Idaho’ and
$882 in Alaska.® Table 2 on page 3 of this report shows how Wyoming’s reimbursement rate
compares to payments in 20 states with similar age brackets.® Wyoming’s monthly payment for
the six to twelve age category appears to be lower than the average of $681.29 but still ranks above
the median amount (Oklahoma) of $612.60.1°

The last age bracket groups all children between the age of thirteen and the upper age limit to
receive payments, which differs across states. In Wyoming, the age limit to receive payments is
age 18.! For these children, Wyoming's monthly reimbursement rate is $732 per month. In other
states, monthly payments range between $501 in Louisiana'? and $942 in Alaska.'® Using the same
approach as for the first two age brackets, Table 3 on page 3 of this report shows that Wyoming’s
monthly reimbursement rate of $732 appears to be above both the average amount of $715.73 and
the median (Montana), which stands at $721.1

5 California Department of Social Services. Information about the Continuum of Care Reform (CCR) Home-Based Family Care
(HBFC) and Short-Term Residential Therapeutic Program (STRTP) Rates Structure and Conversion Process from the Old Rate
Structure to the New Rate Structure. https://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/EntRes/getinfo/acl/2016/16-79.pdf

6 Hawaii Department of Human Services — Resource Family Basics. A Summary of Important Information for DHS Resource
Families.

http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/RESOURCE-FAMILY-BASICS-040516.pdf

7 The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. Idaho Foster Care.

http://icpcstatepages.org/idaho/foster-care/

8 Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Alaska: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-alaska-complete-guide/

9 Note that states present in Table 1 may not be present in Table 2 (i.e., California), due to these states using age brackets too
different than that used in Wyoming for this age category.

10 Oklahoma Human Services. Traditional Foster Care. https://okfosters.org/foster-care/traditional-foster-care/

11 Wyoming Department of Family Services. Chapter 9: Budgeting and Lump Sums I11. Ongoing Months of Eligibility for Child
https://dfs.wyo.gov/about/policy-manuals/foster-care-and-adoption-iv-e-policy-2/

12| ouisiana Office of Community Services. The Foster Parent Handbook for the Foster and Adoptive Families of Louisiana.
http://lwww.dcfs.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/searchable/OCS/fosterParenting/FosterParentHandbook0409.pdf

13 Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Alaska: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-alaska-complete-guide/

14 Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Montana: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-montana-complete-guide/
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Table 1: Foster Parents Monthly Payments (Age 0-5)
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Monthly Payments Range (Age 0-5 or Similar)

$350-$399 | 400-449 450-499 500-549 550-599 | 600-649 650-699 ;gg 750-799 800-899
Idaho Missouri North Carolina | lowa Hawaii South Carolina | New Massachusetts | California*
Louisiana Florida Utah Nebraska Hampshire Georgia
Arkansas Virginia* Oklahoma New Mexico Oregon Alaska
Wisconsin* WYOMING Washington
Indiana*
*Age bracket is 0 to 4 years
Mean: $586.17
Median: Hawaii ($531.60)
Source: LSO Staff Compilation
Table 2: Foster Parents Monthly Payments (Age 6-12)
Monthly Payments Range (Age 6-12 or Similar)
$400-$449 | 450-499 500-549 | 550-599 600-649 650-699 700-799 800-849 800-899
Idaho Wisconsin* | lowa** | Alabama Oklahoma | Hawaii** Oregon Georgia Massachusetts
Arkansas Missouri Virginiat New Mexico | New Hampshire** Alaska**
Louisiana Florida North Carolina WYOMING | South Carolina
Washington**
*Age bracket is 5 to 11 years
** Age bracket is 6 to 11 years
+Age bracket is 5 to 12 years
Mean: $681.29
Median: Oklahoma ($612.60)
Source: LSO Staff Compilation
Table 3: Foster Parents Monthly Payments (Age 13-18)
Monthly Payments Range (Age 13-18)
$500-$549 550-599 600-649 650-699 700-749 750-799 800-849 850-899 900 and up
Louisiana** | South Michigan Hawaii* Montanat Nebraska* | Washington* Massachusetts | Maryland**
Missouri Dakotat North Carolina | Oklahoma | Virginia Nevada Indianatt Georgia Alaska**
Alabamat WYOMING | Kentucky* | Rhode Island**
Floridat South Oregon**
Idaho Carolina
Utah*

*Age bracket is 12 to 18 years

** Age bracket is 12 to 20 or 21 years
+ Age bracket is 13 to 20 or 21 years
+1 Age bracket is 14 to 18 years

Mean: $715.73
Median: Montana ($721)

Source: LSO Staff Compilation
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APPENDIX A: MONTHLY FOSTER PARENT PAYMENT RATES BY STATE

Note: The amounts presented in this table represent basic rates and do not include rates for
children needing additional care beyond the basic level of care contemplated by each state's laws
or rules. This table also does not include supplemental allowances, such as a clothing allowance,
that certain states offer in addition to the basic rate.

States

Monthly Payments to Foster Parents

Alabama

Age 0-2: $527.57/month
Age 3-5: $543.43/month
Age 6-12: $556.84/month
Age 13-21: $571.48/month

Alaska'

Age 0-5: $792-$1,140/month
Age 6-11: $882-$1,338/month
Age 12-20: $942-$1,429/month

Arizona'

Approximate range: $590.40-$814.50

Arkansas®

Age 0-5: $410/month
Age 6-11: $440/month
Age 12-14: $470/month
Age 15-17: $500/month

California"

Age 0-4: $896/month
Age 5-8: $954/month
Age 9-11: $994/month
Age 12-14: $1032/month
Age 15-21: $1072/month

Colorado"

In the state of Colorado, each county oversees the reimbursement rates that foster
parents are provided.

Connecticut"i

Foster parents in Connecticut will receive a stipend of $55.55 per day, per child,
regardless of age.
Monthly stipend: $1689.65

DelawareVii

Foster parents in Delaware do not get paid for fostering. They do, however, receive
a non-taxable stipend ranging between $13 to $55 per day to cover the care of the
child, depending on the age and needs of the child.

Approximate range of monthly stipend: $390-$1650

Florida™

Age 0-5: $484.06/month
Age 6-12: $496.46/month
Age 13-20: $581.09/month

Georgia*

Age 0-5: $758.10/month
Age 6-12: $817.80/month
Age 13-18: $889.50/month

Hawaii*

Age 0-5: $576/month
Age 6-11: $650/month
Age 12-18: $676/month

Idaho*ii

Age 0-5: $395/month
Age 6-12-$439/month
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Age 13 and 18: $584/month

Ilinois*i

Foster parents get paid a monthly stipend amount of between $418 to $511,
depending on the age of the child.®®

IndianaV

Age 0-4: $647.70/month
Age 5-13: $703.20/month
Age 14-18: $811.50/month

lowa*¥

Age 0-5: $503.40/month
Age 6-11: $523.50/month
Age 12-15: $573/month
Age 16-20: $724.80/month

Kansas“i

$720/month

Kentucky*"!

Age 0-11: $730/month
Age 12-18: $786/month

Louisiana*Vii

Age 0-5: $407.10-$467.40/month
Age 6-12: $448.80/month
Age 13-21: $501/month

Mainex™

$750/month

Maryland*

Age 0-11: $887/month
Age 12-21: $902/month

Massachusetts™

Age 0-5: $750.30/month
Age 6-12: $850.50/month
Age 13-18: $880.60/month

Michigan

Age 0-12: $522.95/month
Age 13-18: $624.56/month

Minnesota*i

Age 0-11: $650.70/month
Age 12-14: $749.10/month
Age 15-18: $775.20/month

Mississippi®

Age 0-8: $696.90/month
Age 9-15: $802.20/month
Age 16-21: 876.60/month

Missouri*¥

Age 0-5: $406/month
Age 6-12: $463/month
Age 13 and up: $503/month’®

Montana®Vi

Age 0-12: $595.25/month
Age 13-21: $709.62/month

Nebraskai

Age 0-5: $612/month
Age 6-11: $703.80/month
Age 12-18: $765/month

N evad axxviii

Age 0-12: $682.94/month
Age 13-18: $773.17/month

New Hampshire®™

Age 0-5: $655.20/month
Age 6-11: $708/month
Age 12-17: $835.80/month

5 1llinois does not clearly list age brackets.
16 Missouri does not clearly list an upper age limit.
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New Jersey**

Foster parents will receive a monthly board payment starting at $716 (according to
the child's age and level of care)’

New Mexico®

Age 0-5: $627.30/month
Age 6-12: $661.80/month
Age 13-17: $688.50/month

New Y orki

In the state of New York, each county or jurisdiction oversees the reimbursement
rates that foster parents are provided.

North Caroling®ii

Age 0-5: $475/month
Age 6-12: $581/month
Age 13-18: $634/month

North Dakota®V

$2,077/month

Oh i OXXXV

In Ohio, each county oversees the reimbursement rates that foster parents are
provided.

Oklahoma*vi

Age 0-5: $531.60/month
Age 6-12: $612.60/month
Age 13-18: $678.60/month

Oregonxxxvii

Age 0-5: $693/month
Age 6-12: $733/month
Age 13-20: $795/month

Pennsylvania*vii

In Pennsylvania, each county oversees the reimbursement rates that foster parents
are provided.

Rhode Island®

Age 0-3: $720/month
Age 4-11: $810/month
Age 12-21: $840/month

South Carolina®

Age 0-5: $605/month
Age 6-12: $708/month
Age 13-20: $747/month

South Dakota*

Age 0-12: $471.30/month
Age 13-18: $565.80/month

Tennessee!! e Age 0-11: $786.60/month
e Age 12 and up: $901.80/month
Texasi e $812.10/month
Utah*v e Age 0-5: $520.13/month
e Age 6-11: $553.58/month
e Age 12-18; $587.04/month
Vermont e Reimbursement rate depends on the foster parent’s training and experience, and the
age of the child.
Virginia<V e Age 0-4: $486/month

Age 5-12: $568/month
Age 13-18: $721/month

Washington*ii

Age 0-5: $672/month
Age 6-11: $796/month

7 In New Jersey, The different payments based on age were not immediately clear.
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e Age 12-18: $810/month

West Virginia¥ii e $900/month

Wisconsin*ix e Age 0-4: $420/month

e Age5-11: $460/month
e Age 12-14: $522/month
e Age 15-18: $545/month

Wyoming' e Age 0-5: $645/month
e Age 6-12: $664/month
e Age 13-18: $732/month

Source: LSO Staff Compilation
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i Alabama Foster and Adaptive Parent Association. Newsletter — November 2019
https://afapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/afapa-newsletter-november-2019.pdf

i Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Alaska: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-alaska-complete-guide/

i Arizona Department of Child Safety. The “Go-to Guide” A Guide for Foster and Kinship Caregivers
https://dcs.az.gov/sites/default/files/DCS-Forms/CSO-2143.pdf

v Arkansas Department of Human Services — Division of Children and Family Services. Foster Parent Handbook.
https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/PUB-30.pdf

V California Department of Social Services. Information about the Continuum of Care Reform (CCR) Home-Based Family Care
(HBFC) and Short-Term Residential Therapeutic Program (STRTP) Rates Structure and Conversion Process from the Old Rate
Structure to the New Rate Structure. https://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/EntRes/getinfo/acl/2016/16-79.pdf

vi Meghan Rivard. The Wide Range of Colorado Foster Care Subsidies is Raising Eyebrows. “There have been concerns for years
in Colorado about the inconsistency in the subsidy amounts given to foster families in different counties.”
https://adoption.com/wide-range-colorado-foster-care-subsidies-raising-eyebrows

Vil HopeWell. Frequently Asked Questions Regarding How to Become a Foster Parent
https://hopewellinc.org/wp-content/uploads/FAQ-2018.pdf

Vil Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Delaware: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-delaware-complete-guide/

ix State of Florida Department of Children and Families. Memorandum: 2021 Foster Parent Cost of Living Allowance Increase
http://www.centerforchildwelfare.org/kb/policymemos/Memo2021-FP_CostOfLivingAllowancelncrease.pdf

* Georgia Division of Family and Children Services https://fostergeorgia.com/2017/07/06/foster-care-per-diem-and-relative-
subsidy-increase/

X Hawaii Department of Human Services — Resource Family Basics. A Summary of Important Information for DHS Resource
Families.

http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/RESOURCE-FAMILY-BASICS-040516.pdf

Xii The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. Idaho Foster Care.

http://icpcstatepages.org/idaho/foster-care/

Xi Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Illinois: Complete Guide https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-
to-become-a-foster-parent-in-illinois-complete-guide/

XV Indiana Department of Child Services. Foster Care Letter. https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/Foster_Care_ Rate_Letter.pdf

X |lowa Foster & Adoptive Parents Association. Additional Resources for Foster Parents — DHS Foster Family Maintenance
Rates. http://www.ifapa.org/resources/foster_care_resources.asp

xi KVC Kansas. New DCF Rate. https://kansas.kvc.org/new-dcf-rate-structure/

il Kentucky Department for Community Based Services. 12.24 Per Diem Rates (Including Specialized Foster Care)
https://manuals.sp.chfs.ky.gov/chapter%62012/24/Pages/1224PerDiemRates(Including%620Specialized%20Foster%20Care
).aspx

il | ouisiana Office of Community Services. The Foster Parent Handbook for the Foster and Adoptive Families of Louisiana.
http://Aww.dcfs.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/searchable/OCS/fosterParenting/FosterParentHandbook0409.pdf

xix The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. Maine Foster Care.

http://icpcstatepages.org/maine/foster-care/

* Maryland Department of Human Services. Financial Information. https://dhs.maryland.gov/foster-care/financial-
information/

xd Government of Massachusetts. Resource for Foster Parents — Financial Support https://www.mass.gov/service-
details/resources-for-foster-parents

xdi Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. Foster Care Rates.
https://dhhs.michigan.gov/OLMWEB/EX/FO/Public/FOM/905-3.pdf

xidii Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Minnesota: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-minnesota-complete-guide/
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https://dcs.az.gov/sites/default/files/DCS-Forms/CSO-2143.pdf
https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/PUB-30.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/EntRes/getinfo/acl/2016/16-79.pdf
https://adoption.com/wide-range-colorado-foster-care-subsidies-raising-eyebrows
https://hopewellinc.org/wp-content/uploads/FAQ-2018.pdf
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-delaware-complete-guide/
http://www.centerforchildwelfare.org/kb/policymemos/Memo2021-FP_CostOfLivingAllowanceIncrease.pdf
https://fostergeorgia.com/2017/07/06/foster-care-per-diem-and-relative-subsidy-increase/
https://fostergeorgia.com/2017/07/06/foster-care-per-diem-and-relative-subsidy-increase/
http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/RESOURCE-FAMILY-BASICS-040516.pdf
http://icpcstatepages.org/idaho/foster-care/
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-illinois-complete-guide/
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-illinois-complete-guide/
https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/Foster_Care_Rate_Letter.pdf
http://www.ifapa.org/resources/foster_care_resources.asp
https://kansas.kvc.org/new-dcf-rate-structure/
https://manuals.sp.chfs.ky.gov/chapter%2012/24/Pages/1224PerDiemRates(Including%20Specialized%20Foster%20Care).aspx
https://manuals.sp.chfs.ky.gov/chapter%2012/24/Pages/1224PerDiemRates(Including%20Specialized%20Foster%20Care).aspx
http://icpcstatepages.org/maine/foster-care/
https://dhs.maryland.gov/foster-care/financial-information/
https://dhs.maryland.gov/foster-care/financial-information/
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/resources-for-foster-parents
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/resources-for-foster-parents
https://dhhs.michigan.gov/OLMWEB/EX/FO/Public/FOM/905-3.pdf
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-minnesota-complete-guide/
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XV Mississippi Department of Child Protection Services. Board Payment Schedule. https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/Resource-Board-Payment-Schedule.pdf

*V Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Missouri: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-missouri-complete-guide/

xvi Helping Grow Families. How to Become a Foster Parent in Montana: Complete Guide
https://helpinggrowfamilies.com/how-to-become-a-foster-parent-in-montana-complete-guide/

xvii Nebraska Childen’s Commission Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Committee. Recommendations to the Nebraska
Children’s Commission and the Health and Human Services Committee of the Legislature
https://childrens.nebraska.gov/PDFs/Reports/FCRRC/FCRRC%202020%20L egislative%20Report%20Final%620Electro
nic%20Version%2006.17.2020.pdf

il Nevada Department of Child and Family Services. Schedule of Payment for Various Services.
https://dcfs.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/dcfsnvgov/content/Programs/CWS/Placement/Title_IV_E_Foster_Care_Maintenance_P
ayments.pdf

xix New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. Current Foster Care Daily Rates.
https://iwww.dhhs.nh.gov/dcyf/adoption/reimbursement.htm

*X New Jersey Department of Children and Families. Support for Families.
https://www.nj.gov/njfosteradopt/services/support/

xod New Mexico Children, Youth, and Families Department. Letter to Inform Families of Rates Increases.
https://cyfd.org/docs/Rate_Increase_Letter_to_Resource_Families_1-22-21.pdf

xxii Office of Children and Family Services. Local Departments of Social Services. https://ocfs.ny.gov/directories/localdss.php
xxii North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services. Foster Care Rates and Providers Participating in Cost Modeled
Rates for the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 https://files.nc.gov/ncdhhs/documents/files/dss/dcdl/childwelfareservices/ CWS-24-
2019.pdf

xoiv North Dakota Department of Human Services. Nexus-PATH Foster Care Rates 623-05-20-35
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/policymanuals/62305/Content/623_05_20_35.htm

»xv Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. 2017 Foster Care Maintenance Rates. https://emanuals.jfs.ohio.gov/pdf/pdf-
forms/FCASPL321ATTACHMENT.pdf

xxvi Qklahoma Human Services. Traditional Foster Care. https://okfosters.org/foster-care/traditional-foster-care/

xxvii Qregon Department of Human Services. Payment and Rates.
https://lwww.oregon.gov/dhs/children/fosterparent/pages/rates.aspx

oviit The [nterstate Compact on the Placement of Children. Pennsylvania Foster Care.
http://icpcstatepages.org/pennsylvania/foster-care/

xix Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth and Families. 2020 Foster Care Redesign Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Rates https://dcyf.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur416/files/documents/news/English---Rates-FAQ-1020.pdf

X South Carolina Department of Social Services. Board Rates for Regular Foster Homes. https://dss.sc.gov/child-well-
being/foster-care/current-foster-parent/board-rate/

i The Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children. South Dakota Foster Care.
http://icpcstatepages.org/southdakota/foster-care/

Xli Tennessee Department of Children’s Services. Rates Announcement for FY 7-1-2020-202.
https://lwww.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/dcs/documents/foster_care/TN_FCBoardRates.pdf

xlii Texas Department of Family and Protective Services. 24-Hour Residential Child Care Reimbursement Rate.
https://lwww.dfps.state.tx.us/Doing_Business/Purchased_Client_Services/Residential_Child_Care_Contracts/Rates

xliv Utah Department of Human Services. State of Utah Foster Care Rates.
https://public.powerdms.com/UTAHDHS/documents/275019

v Department for Children and Families. https://dcf.vermont.gov/foster/support
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