
 
WYOMING CONSTITUTION ARTICLES RELATED TO MUNCIPAL 

FRANCHISES AND COMMUNICATIONS RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
 

ARTICLE 13 - MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
 
Article 13, Section 1.  Incorporation; alteration of boundaries; merger; 

consolidation; dissolution; determination of local affairs; classification; 
referendum; liberal construction. 
  
b)  All cities and towns are hereby empowered to determine their local affairs and 
government as established by ordinance passed by the governing body, subject to 
referendum when prescribed by the legislature, and further subject only to statutes 
uniformly applicable to all cities and towns, and to statutes prescribing limits of 
indebtedness. The levying of taxes, excises, fees, or any other charges shall be 
prescribed by the legislature…. 
 
 

 
 
Article 13, Section 4. Franchises. 

  
No street passenger railway, telegraph, telephone or electric light line shall be constructed 
within the limits of any municipal organization without the consent of its local authorities. 

 
 
 
 
 
Article 10, Section 17.  Rights of telegraph companies. 

  
Any association, corporation or lessee of the franchises thereof organized for the 

purpose shall have the right to construct and maintain lines of telegraph within this 
state, and to connect the same with other lines. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WYOMING STATUTES RELATED TO MUNICIPAL FRANCHISES 
AND COMMUNICATIONS RIGHTS OF WAY 

 
TITLE 15 - CITIES AND TOWNS 
15-1-101.  Definitions. 

  
(a)  As used in W.S. 15-1-101 through 15-11-302: 

  
(i)  "Any city or town" means any incorporated municipality; 

  
(v)  "Franchise” means the grant of authority to any person or firm by the 
governing body of any city or town to carry on the operation of a public utility; 

 
15-1-103.  General powers of governing bodies. 

  
(a)  The governing bodies of all cities and towns may: 

  
(xxxiii)  Grant franchises for such terms as the governing body deems 

proper to any utility company, provided no franchise may be entered into with any person 
in which that person is given an exclusive right for any purpose whatsoever and: 
  

(A)  Grant to any franchisee utility company the privilege to install 
and maintain necessary installations under or over any streets, alleys or avenues; 
  

(B)  Contract for a specified time period with any franchisee electric 
light or gas company for the necessary energy and service for the lighting of streets, 
public buildings or other requirements of the city or town; 
  

(C)  Upon renewal or initial grant or renewal after condemnation of a 
franchise, may provide in the franchise that the franchisee shall furnish a gas distribution 
system through which any supplier, including the franchisee, may sell and distribute 
natural gas as provided by subsection (b) of this section, to any person served by the 
distribution system, provided that before any city or town implements this subparagraph, 
the question of whether or not to do so shall be submitted to and approved by a majority 
of the electors of the city or town voting on the question at a one-time election called for 
that purpose. 
  

TITLE 37 - PUBLIC UTILITIES 
CHAPTER 15 - TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

  
37-15-413.  Limitation on authority of political subdivision to enter 

exclusive agreement for provision of telecommunications service. 
  

(b)  The governing body of a city or town or other political subdivision shall allow 
the nondiscriminatory, nonexclusive and competitively neutral use of its rights-of-way 
including its poles, conduits, ducts or similar support structures by any 
telecommunications company and nothing in this section shall be construed to the 
contrary.  


