ORIGINAL HOUSE ENGROSSED
BILL NO. 0046

ENROLLED ACT NO. 91, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SIXTIETH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING
2009 GENERAL SESSION

AN ACT relating to the national guard; creating the Wyoming
national guard health care provider retention program;
providing a malpractice insurance premium reimbursement for
national guard health care providers as specified;
providing restrictions; providing conditions for repayment
of assistance received; granting rulemaking authority;
providing definitions; providing a sunset date; providing
an appropriation; and providing for an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1. W.S. 19-9-701 through 19-9-705 are created
to read:

ARTICLE 7
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER RETENTION PROGRAM

19-9-701. Natiomnal guard health care provider
retention program; administration of program.

(a) The Wyoming national guard health care provider
retention program 1is created to provide assistance to
qgqualified health care providers actively serving in the
Wyoming national guard for the reimbursement of medical
malpractice insurance premiums.

(b) The program shall be administered by the adjutant
general in accordance with the provisions of this article.
The adjutant general shall promulgate rules for the
administration of the program.

19-9-702. Definitiomns.

(a) As used in this article:
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(i) "Program" means the national guard health
care provider retention program; and

(1i1) "Qualified health care provider" means an
individual as defined 1in W.S. 27-14-102(a) (x), licensed
pursuant to title 33, who is currently an officer in good
standing in the Wyoming national guard or is currently
fulfilling the requirements to become an officer in the
Wyoming national guard.

19-9-703. Requirements for malpractice insurance
premium reimbursements.

(a) Subject to 1legislative appropriation and in
accordance with the provisions of this article, the
adjutant general or his designee may authorize a one (1)
time reimbursement of medical, dental and optometric
malpractice insurance premiums for qualified health care
providers. The maximum malpractice insurance premium
reimbursement under the program shall Dbe:

(i) For a qualified health care provider who
enters into a two (2) year service contract, fifty percent
(50%) of the total cost of malpractice insurance premiums
paid by the qualified health care provider during the most
recent calendar year in the term of the initial service
contract required under paragraph (b) (iii) of this section,
not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00), which
shall be paid directly to the malpractice insurer and
applied toward the health care provider's malpractice
insurance at the execution of the service contract;

(ii) For a qualified health care provider who
enters into a four (4) vyear service contract, one hundred
percent (100%) of the total cost of malpractice insurance
premiums paid by the qualified health care provider during
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the most recent calendar year in the term of the initial
service contract required under paragraph (b) (iii) of this
section, not to exceed thirty thousand dollars
($30,000.00), which shall be paid directly to the
malpractice insurer and applied toward the health care
provider's malpractice insurance at the execution of the
service contract.

(b) To be eligible to participate in the program the
gqualified health care provider shall:

(i) Be a resident of the state of Wyoming;

(ii) Be a qualified health care provider as
defined in W.S. 19-9-702(a) (ii); and

(iii) Sign a new service contract after July 1,
2009 in which the qualified health care provider agrees to
serve 1in the Wyoming mnational guard as a health care
provider for the time period specified in paragraph (a) (1)
or (ii) of this section after first receiving reimbursement
benefits under the program.

(c) Any individual ©receiving benefits under this
section who fails to meet the requirements of this section
or otherwise ceases to be a qualified health care provider
as defined in W.S. 19-9-702(a) (ii) shall repay all medical
malpractice insurance premium reimbursements received under
the program.

(d) The adjutant general may promulgate rules waiving
or suspending repayment otherwise required under subsection
(c) of this section. The adjutant general shall immediately
transmit all repayments of benefits under the plan to the
state treasurer for deposit in the state general fund.
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19-9-704. Natiomnal guard health care provider
retention fund; creation; source of funds.

There is created the national guard health care provider
retention account. The account shall be administered by
the adjutant general and shall consist of monies
appropriated or designated to the account by law. All
monies in the account not immediately necessary for the
purposes of this article, which amount is certified by the
adjutant general to the state treasurer, shall be invested
and any interest earned shall be credited to the account.
All funds in the account are appropriated to the adjutant
general to be used for the purposes authorized under this
article. All monies in the account that are not expended,
encumbered or obligated shall revert to the general fund in
accordance with the provisions of W.S. 19-9-705 on June 30,
2013.

19-9-705. Sunset.

W.S. 19-9-701 through 19-9-704 are repealed effective June
30, 2013.

Section 2. There is appropriated one hundred fifty-
four thousand dollars ($154,000.00) from the general fund
to the health care provider retention account created by
W.S. 19-9-704. This appropriation shall be expended only
for the purposes described in W.S. 19-9-701 through
195-9-704.

Section 3. All monies appropriated for purposes of
this article shall not 1lapse until the program is
terminated as provided by W.S. 19-9-705.
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Section 4. This act is effective July 1, 2009.

(END)
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