
HB1004 COVID-19 business relief programs.

Sponsored By: Joint Minerals, Business & Economic Development 
Interim Committee

AN ACT relating to the emergency expenses of government related to business 
relief; providing legislative findings; authorizing emergency governmental 
programs related to economic development and business relief as specified; 
providing appropriations; providing a sunset date for created emergency 
programs; providing rulemaking authority; authorizing transfers of 
appropriations as specified; and providing for an effective date.

5/12/2020 Bill Number Assigned
5/15/2020 H Received for Introduction
5/15/2020 H Introduced and Referred to HCOW
5/15/2020 H COW:Passed

HB1004H2001/FAILED (CORRECTED COPY)
Page 1-line 7 After "specified;" insert "providing direct 

compensation to businesses impacted by required 
closures;".

Page 24-after line 19 Insert:

"Section 7.

(a) In addition to the findings provided in Section 1 of this act, the 
legislature finds that:

(i) The fifth amendment to the United States constitution prohibits 
private property from being taken for public use without just compensation;

(ii) Article 1, section 33 of the Wyoming constitution provides 
that private property shall not be taken or damaged for public or private use 
without just compensation;

(iii) Wyoming statute 35-4-103 imposes an obligation on the state 
of Wyoming to pay for the expenses incurred in maintaining any state quarantine;

(iv) The public health orders issued by the governor and the state 
health officer required specified businesses to close for a specified time 
period in order to protect the health, safety and well-being of Wyoming 
residents;

(v) The adverse impacts on businesses directed to close in the 
public health orders, including a loss of income and revenue, require the 
payment of compensation from the state to the affected businesses using funds 
provided through the CARES Act or any other federal funds made available to the 
state of Wyoming in response to the COVID-19 pandemic;

(vi) The required closures shall be deemed regulatory takings only 
for the purposes of this act.

(b) As used in this section, "business required to close" means any 
business ordered to close because of the novel coronavirus or COVID-19 pursuant 
to an order by the governor or the state health officer that was promulgated 



between March 13, 2020 and May 15, 2020, provided that the business that closed 
is a type of business specified in the closure order.

(c) Any business required to close may file an application with the state 
loan and investment board seeking compensation for losses incurred as a result 
of the required closure. Any application filed under this subsection shall be 
in accordance with the rules of the state loan and investment board and the 
following:

(i) Compensation shall be determined after consideration of the 
following factors:

(A) The loss of income and revenue as a result of the ordered 
closures;

(B) The change in the amount of expenses as a result of the 
ordered closures;

(C) Whether the business received any state or federal funds 
in support of the business to reduce expenses or costs during the COVID-19 
pandemic;

(D) Any other factor established by rule of the state loan 
and investment board.

(ii) All applications filed under this subsection shall be resolved 
and paid not later than December 30, 2020;

(iii) No application shall be filed under this section or accepted 
for consideration on or after December 30, 2020.

(d) Any amount that the state loan and investment board determines is 
required to be paid shall be paid to the applicant out of the state treasury on 
the warrant of the state auditor from the appropriation made in subsection (g) 
of this section for this purpose.

(e) No expenditure of funds shall be made under this section except in 
accordance with state and federal laws, regulations and orders.

(f) The state loan and investment board shall promulgate any emergency 
and regular rules necessary to administer the program authorized by this 
section.

(g) There is appropriated to the office of state lands and investments 
for expenditure by the state loan and investment board fifty million dollars 
($50,000,000.00) from any federal funds made available for expenditure through 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, P.L. No. 116-
136, or from any other available federal funds related to the COVID-19 emergency 
response. If a COVID-19 relief account or other similarly named account is 
created for the deposit of COVID-19 related emergency response funds, this 
appropriation shall be made from that account. This appropriation shall be used 
only for the compensation payments authorized as provided by this section. This 
appropriation shall not be transferred or expended for any other purpose. Any 
unobligated, unexpended funds remaining from this appropriation on December 30, 
2020 shall revert as provided by law.

(h) This section is repealed effective December 31, 2020.".



Page 24-line 21 Delete "Section 7." and insert "Section 8.". CLEM 

HB1004H2002/FAILED
Page 11-line 7 After "operated;" insert "and".

Page 11-line 10 Delete "; and" and insert ".".

Page 11-lines 12 through 20 Delete entirely and renumber as necessary.

Page 12-lines 1 through 3 Delete entirely.

Page 12-line 5 Delete "(v)" and insert "(iii)".

Page 12-line 13 Delete "loan" and insert "stipend".

Page 12-line 16 Delete "loans" and insert "stipends".

Page 12-line 18 Delete "Loans" and insert "Stipends"; delete "issued" 
and insert "awarded".

Page 12-line 22 Delete "loan" and insert "stipend".

Page 13-lines 7 through 23 Delete entirely.

Page 14-lines 1 through 17 Delete entirely.

Page 14-line 19 Delete "(v)" and insert "(ii)"; delete "loan" and 
insert "stipend".

Page 15-line 4 Delete "(vi) Loans made" and insert "(iii) Stipends 
awarded".

Page 15-lines 8 through 12 Delete entirely and insert:

"(iv) In awarding stipends under this section, the council shall 
prioritize awarding stipends to those eligible businesses that employ one 
hundred (100) employees or less;

(v) Stipends shall be made only with funds provided to the state 
government of Wyoming under the federal CARES Act. No other funds of any kind 
and from any source shall be expended on the payment of stipends awarded under 
this section.".

Page 15-lines 14 through 22 Delete entirely.

Page 16-lines 1 through 3 Delete entirely.

Page 16-line 13 Delete "or retirement or".

Page 16-line 14 Delete "forgiveness of loans".

Page 16-lines 18 through 23 Delete entirely and renumber as necessary.

Page 17-line 2 Delete "(g)" and insert "(f)".

Page 17-line 3 Delete "loans made" and insert "stipends".



Page 17-lines 7 and 8 Delete entirely.

Page 17-line 10 Delete "(j)" and insert "(g)".

Page 18-after line 3 Insert:

"(h) The program created by this section shall terminate on December 30, 
2020.".

Page 24-line 14 Delete "3(j)" and insert "3(g)". CLEM 

HB1004H2003/ADOPTED
Page 7-line 16 Delete "fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00)" and 

insert "twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00)". SOMMERS 

HB1004H2004/ADOPTED
Delete the Clem second reading amendment (HB1004H2002/A) entirely and further 
amend as follows:

Page 10-lines 16 through 23 Delete entirely.

Pages 11 through 17 Delete entirely.

Page 18-lines 1 through 3 Delete entirely and insert:

"Section 3. 

(a)  As used in this section:

(i)  "Council" means the Wyoming business council;

(ii)  "Eligible business" means a business that:

(A)  Was established on or before the date of enactment of 
any order issued by the state or any local government of Wyoming that required 
closures of businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic;

(B)  Is independently owned and operated;

(C)  Is headquartered in Wyoming or has its principal 
operations located in Wyoming; and

(D)  On March 31, 2020, had employed one hundred (100) full-
time employees or less.

(iii)  "Required closure" means the closure of a business that was 
ordered by the state or any local government of Wyoming in an order issued or 
in effect beginning March 15, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
"Required closure" shall also include the interruption of a business's normal 
business as a result of any closures or public health orders.

(b)  The coronavirus business relief stipend program is hereby created. 
The Wyoming business council shall establish and administer this temporary 
program for the purpose of providing stipends to eligible businesses adversely 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic or by required closures. Stipends shall be 
awarded under this section in accordance with the following:



(i)  Any eligible business may apply to the council for a stipend 
under this section. The application shall require the applicant to certify that 
it is an eligible business as defined by this section. The application shall 
also provide that knowingly making a false statement to the council on the 
application is prohibited and may result in the applicant being required to 
repay all funds awarded under this section;

(ii) The council may contract with financial institutions and other 
businesses to carry out the program created by this section and distribute 
stipends awarded under this section;

(iii) No stipend shall be awarded under this section without the 
applicant first submitting an expenditure plan on a simple form provided by the 
council. The council may request that the applicant provide any additional 
information necessary to determine the adequacy of the applicant's submitted 
plan;

(iv) Stipends awarded under this section shall be used by the 
eligible business for the following expenditures and expenses associated with 
the COVID-19 pandemic:

(A) Payroll costs;

(B) Business supplies;

(C) Business equipment including equipment necessary to 
resuming normal business operations and equipment necessary to modify business 
operations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic or to public health guidelines;

(D) Other business expenses, including but not limited to 
rent or mortgage payments, utilities and other operational costs;

(E) Any other expenditure or expense related to business 
interruption due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(v)  Before making a stipend under this section, the applicant shall 
demonstrate to the council's satisfaction the actual losses that the eligible 
business has incurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic or as a result of 
business interruptions due to a required closure or a public health order;

(vi)  Stipends awarded under this section shall not exceed three 
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for each eligible business;

(vii)  Stipends shall be made only with funds provided to the state 
government of Wyoming under the federal CARES Act. No other funds of any kind 
and from any source shall be expended on the stipends awarded under this section;

(viii) Subject to federal law, stipends awarded under this section 
shall be conditioned upon the eligible business agreeing to:

(A) Continue to maintain a meaningful nexus to the state of 
Wyoming for not less than three (3) years after receiving a stipend under this 
section;



(B) Provide a report to the council not later than December 
30, 2020 that describes how the funds were expended as authorized by paragraph 
(iv) of this subsection in response to the COVID-19 public health crisis;

(C) Repay all funds provided under this section plus interest 
at the rate of two percent (2%) per annum if the eligible business uses stipend 
funds for expenses not authorized by this section.

(ix) In awarding stipends under this section, the council shall 
take into consideration any funds received through the program created by 
Section 2 of this act, the federal paycheck protection program and any other 
funding available through the CARES Act and other state and federal programs in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(c)  The council shall promulgate any emergency and regular rules 
necessary to administer the program authorized by this section. 

(d)  The attorney general shall review in writing the legality of the 
program and any rules established for the program authorized by this section.

(e)  No expenditure of funds shall be made under this section except in 
accordance with state and federal laws, regulations and orders.

(f)  The council may conduct and contract for random audits of eligible 
businesses receiving stipends awarded under this section to ensure funds are 
expended in compliance with state and federal law.

(g)  There is appropriated to the Wyoming business council one hundred 
seventy-five million dollars ($175,000,000.00) from any funds appropriated in 
2020 House Bill 1001, Section 2(b) and as authorized and made available for 
expenditure in Section 2(c)(i), or 2020 Senate File 1001, Section 2(b) and as 
authorized and made available for expenditure in Section 2(c)(i), if enacted 
into law. If a COVID-19 relief account or other similarly named account is 
created for the deposit of COVID-19 related emergency response funds, this 
appropriation shall be made from that account. This appropriation shall be used 
only for the establishment and operation of the program authorized by this 
section. Except as provided in Section 5 of this act, this appropriation shall 
not be transferred or expended for any other purpose. Any unobligated, 
unexpended funds remaining from this appropriation on December 30, 2020 shall 
revert as provided by law.

(h) The program created by this section shall terminate on December 30, 
2020.".

Page 21-line 14 Delete "loans made" and insert "stipends".

Page 22-line 6 After "section." insert "Except as provided in Section 
5 of this act,".

Page 24-line 14 Delete "3(j)" and insert "3(g)". GREEAR 

5/15/2020 H 2nd Reading:Passed

HB1004H3001/FAILED
Page 24-line 14 After "3(j)" delete "and" and insert ","; after "4(g)" 

insert "and Section 7".



Page 24-after line 19 Insert and renumber as necessary:

"Section 7.

(a) There is appropriated to the Wyoming business council two hundred fifty 
million dollars ($250,000,000.00) from any funds appropriated in 2020 House 
Bill 1001, Section 2(b) and as authorized and made available for expenditure 
in Section 2(c)(ii), or 2020 Senate File 1001, Section 2(b) and as authorized 
and made available for expenditure in Section 2(c)(ii), if enacted into law. 
If a COVID-19 relief account or other similarly named account is created for 
the deposit of COVID-19 related emergency response funds, this appropriation 
shall be made from that account. This appropriation shall be used only for 
the establishment and operation of the programs authorized by this act. This 
appropriation shall not be transferred or expended for any other purpose. Any 
unobligated, unexpended funds remaining from this appropriation on December 
30, 2020 shall revert as provided by law. Subject to Section 5 of this act, 
this appropriation shall be allocated in amounts as closely proportional to 
the amounts appropriated to the programs established by Sections 2, 3 and 4 
of this act or as determined by the Wyoming business council based on any 
unmet need as demonstrated by applications submitted on or before July 15, 
2020. This subsection is effective July 15, 2020.

(b) There is appropriated to the Wyoming business council sixty percent 
(60%), of any remaining funds appropriated in 2020 House Bill 1001, Section 
2(b) and as authorized and made available for expenditure in Section 2(c)(i) 
through (iii), or 2020 Senate File 1001, Section 2(b) and as authorized and 
made available for expenditure in Section 2(c)(i) through (iii), if enacted 
into law. If a COVID-19 relief account or other similarly named account is 
created for the deposit of COVID-19 related emergency response funds, this 
appropriation shall be made from that account. This appropriation shall be 
used only for the establishment and operation of the programs authorized by 
this act. This appropriation shall not be transferred or expended for any 
other purpose. Any unobligated, unexpended funds remaining from this 
appropriation on December 30, 2020 shall revert as provided by law. Subject 
to Section 5 of this act, this appropriation shall be allocated in amounts as 
closely proportional to the amounts appropriated to the programs established 
by Sections 2, 3 and 4 of this act or as determined by the Wyoming business 
council based on any unmet need as demonstrated by applications submitted on 
or before September 15, 2020. This subsection is effective September 15, 
2020.". 

Page 24-line 21 Delete "Section 7." and insert "Section 8.". CLEM 

HB1004H3002/FAILED
Page 18-lines 1 through 3 In the Greear second reading amendment 

(HB1004H2004/A) to these lines, in 
subparagraph 3(b)(viii)(A) created by that 
amendment, delete "three (3) years" and 
insert "two (2) years"; in subparagraph 
3(b)(viii)(C) created by that amendment, 
delete "two percent (2%)" and insert "one-
half percent (0.5%)". CLEM 

ROLL CALL
Ayes:  Representative(s) Blackburn, Clem, Edwards, Flitner, Hallinan, Hunt, 
Jennings, Kirkbride, Laursen Dan, Lindholm, Miller, Newsome, Nicholas, 



Northrup, Piiparinen, Salazar, Simpson, Stith, Styvar, Tass, Western, Winter, 
Yin
Nays:  Representative(s) Barlow, Blake, Brown, Burkhart, Burlingame, Clausen, 
Clifford, Connolly, Crank, Dayton-Selman, Duncan, Eklund, Eyre, Freeman, 
Furphy, Gray, Greear, Haley, Harshman, Henderson, Kinner, Larsen Lloyd, Loucks, 
Macguire, Obermueller, Olsen, Paxton, Pelkey, Roscoe, Schwartz, Sommers, 
Sweeney, Walters, Washut, Wilson, Zwonitzer
Excused:  Representative Pownall
Ayes 23    Nays 36    Excused 1    Absent 0    Conflicts 0

5/15/2020 H 3rd Reading:Passed 59-0-1-0-0

ROLL CALL
Ayes:  Representative(s) Barlow, Blackburn, Blake, Brown, Burkhart, Burlingame, 
Clausen, Clem, Clifford, Connolly, Crank, Dayton-Selman, Duncan, Edwards, 
Eklund, Eyre, Flitner, Freeman, Furphy, Gray, Greear, Haley, Hallinan, Harshman, 
Henderson, Hunt, Jennings, Kinner, Kirkbride, Larsen Lloyd, Laursen Dan, 
Lindholm, Loucks, Macguire, Miller, Newsome, Nicholas, Northrup, Obermueller, 
Olsen, Paxton, Pelkey, Piiparinen, Roscoe, Salazar, Schwartz, Simpson, Sommers, 
Stith, Styvar, Sweeney, Tass, Walters, Washut, Western, Wilson, Winter, Yin, 
Zwonitzer
Excused:  Representative Pownall
Ayes 59    Nays 0    Excused 1    Absent 0    Conflicts 0

5/16/2020 S Received for Introduction
5/16/2020 Senate: Pursuant to JR 23-1 (h) referred directly to 3rd Reading
5/16/2020 H Appointed JCC01 Members

Representative(s) Greear, Burkhart, Duncan
5/16/2020 S Appointed JCC01 Members

Senator(s) Anderson, Bebout, Rothfuss
5/16/2020 H Adopted HB1004JC001: 59-0-1-0-0

HB1004JC001/HADOPTEDSADOPTED
Adopt the following House amendment:
HB1004H2003/A

Delete the following House amendment:
HB1004H2004/A

Delete the following Senate amendments:
SF1004S2001.01/ACC
SF1004S2004/A
SF1004S2006/AC
SF1004S2008/A
SF1004S3002/A
SF1004S3003/A
SF1004S3004/A

Further amend as follows:

Page 6-line 14 After "closures or" insert "state or local"; after 
"orders" insert "associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic".

Page 10-lines 16 through 23 Delete entirely.

Pages 11 through 17 Delete entirely.



Page 18-lines 1 through 3 Delete entirely and insert:

"Section 3. 

(a)  As used in this section:

(i) "Business required to close" means any business ordered to close 
because of the novel coronavirus or COVID-19 pursuant to an order by the governor 
or the state health officer that was promulgated between March 13, 2020 and May 
15, 2020, provided that the business that closed is a type of business specified 
in the closure order;

(ii)  "Council" means the Wyoming business council;

(iii)  "Eligible business" means a business that:

(A)  Was established on or before the date of enactment of 
any order issued by the state or any local government of Wyoming that required 
closures of businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic;

(B)  Is independently owned and operated;

(C)  Is headquartered in Wyoming or has its principal 
operations located in Wyoming; and

(D)  On March 31, 2020, had employed one hundred (100) full-
time employees or less. The employee requirement of this subparagraph shall not 
apply to stipends awarded under this section upon good cause shown by the 
eligible business to the council as provided by rule of the council.

(iv)  "Required closure" means the closure of a business that was 
ordered by the state or any local government of Wyoming in an order issued or 
in effect beginning March 15, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
"Required closure" shall also include the interruption of a business's normal 
business as a result of any closures or public health orders or as a result of 
the public health crisis with respect to COVID-19.

(b)  The coronavirus business relief stipend program is hereby created. 
The Wyoming business council shall establish and administer this temporary 
program for the purpose of providing stipends to eligible businesses adversely 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic or by required closures. Stipends shall be 
awarded under this section in accordance with the following:

(i)  Any eligible business may apply to the council for a stipend 
under this section. The application shall require the applicant to certify that 
it is an eligible business as defined by this section. The application shall 
also provide that knowingly making a false statement to the council on the 
application is prohibited and may result in the applicant being required to 
repay all funds awarded under this section;

(ii) The council may contract with financial institutions and other 
businesses to carry out the program created by this section and distribute 
stipends awarded under this section;

(iii) No stipend shall be awarded under this section without the 
applicant first submitting an expenditure plan on a simple form provided by the 



council. The council may request that the applicant provide any additional 
information necessary to determine the adequacy of the applicant's submitted 
plan;

(iv) Stipends awarded under this section shall be used by the 
eligible business for the following expenditures and expenses associated with 
the COVID-19 pandemic:

(A) Payroll costs;

(B) Business supplies;

(C) Business equipment including equipment necessary to 
resuming normal business operations and equipment necessary to modify business 
operations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic or to public health guidelines;

(D) Other business expenses, including but not limited to 
rent or mortgage payments, utilities and other operational costs;

(E) Any other expenditure or expense related to business 
interruption due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(v)  Before making a stipend under this section, the applicant shall 
demonstrate to the council's satisfaction the actual losses that the eligible 
business has incurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic or as a result of 
business interruptions due to a required closure or a public health order;

(vi)  Stipends awarded under this section shall not exceed three 
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for each eligible business;

(vii)  Stipends shall be made only with funds provided to the state 
government of Wyoming under the federal CARES Act. No other funds of any kind 
and from any source shall be expended on the stipends awarded under this section;

(viii) Subject to federal law, stipends awarded under this section 
shall be conditioned upon the eligible business agreeing to:

(A) Continue to maintain a meaningful nexus to the state of 
Wyoming for not less than three (3) years after receiving a stipend under this 
section;

(B) Provide a report to the council not later than December 
30, 2020 that describes how the funds were expended as authorized by paragraph 
(iv) of this subsection in response to the COVID-19 public health crisis;

(C) Repay all funds provided under this section plus interest 
at the rate of two percent (2%) per annum if the eligible business uses stipend 
funds for expenses not authorized by this section.

(ix) In awarding stipends under this section, the council shall 
take into consideration any funds received through the program created by 
Section 2 of this act, the federal paycheck protection program and any other 
funding available through the CARES Act and other state and federal programs in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(c) Any eligible business that is a business required to close as defined 
by paragraph (a)(i) of this section may apply to the council on a form provided 



by the council for a supplemental closure stipend under the program as provided 
by this subsection. The council shall award supplemental closure stipends to 
businesses required to close after consideration of the following factors for 
each applicant:

(i) The loss of income and revenue as a result of the ordered 
closures;

(ii) The change in the amount of expenses as a result of the ordered 
closures;

(iii) Whether the business received any state or federal funds in 
support of the business to reduce expenses or costs during the COVID-19 
pandemic;

(iv) Any other factor established by rule of the council.

(d)  The council shall promulgate any emergency and regular rules 
necessary to administer the program authorized by this section. 

(e)  The attorney general shall review in writing the legality of the 
program and any rules established for the program authorized by this section.

(f)  No expenditure of funds shall be made under this section except in 
accordance with state and federal laws, regulations and orders.

(g)  The council may conduct and contract for random audits of eligible 
businesses receiving stipends awarded under this section to ensure funds are 
expended in compliance with state and federal law.

(h)  There is appropriated to the Wyoming business council two hundred 
twenty-five million dollars ($225,000,000.00) from any funds appropriated in 
2020 House Bill 1001, Section 2(b) and as authorized and made available for 
expenditure in Section 2(c)(i), or 2020 Senate File 1001, Section 2(b) and as 
authorized and made available for expenditure in Section 2(c)(i), if enacted 
into law. If a COVID-19 relief account or other similarly named account is 
created for the deposit of COVID-19 related emergency response funds, this 
appropriation shall be made from that account. This appropriation shall be used 
only for the establishment and operation of the program authorized by this 
section. Of this federal funds appropriation, fifty million dollars 
($50,000,000.00) shall be expended only on the supplemental closure stipends as 
provided by subsection (c) of this section.  Except as provided in Section 5 of 
this act, this appropriation shall not be transferred or expended for any other 
purpose. Any unobligated, unexpended funds remaining from this appropriation on 
December 30, 2020 shall revert as provided by law.

(j) The program created by this section shall terminate on December 30, 
2020.".

Page 21-line 14 Delete "loans made" and insert "stipends".

Page 22-line 6 After "section." insert "Except as provided in Section 
5 of this act,".

Page 24-line 14 Delete "3(j)" and insert "3(h)".  
GREEAR, BURKHART, DUNCAN, ANDERSON, BEBOUT, ROTHFUSS



ROLL CALL
Ayes:  Representative(s) Barlow, Blackburn, Blake, Brown, Burkhart, Burlingame, 
Clausen, Clem, Clifford, Connolly, Crank, Dayton-Selman, Duncan, Edwards, 
Eklund, Eyre, Flitner, Freeman, Furphy, Gray, Greear, Haley, Hallinan, Harshman, 
Henderson, Hunt, Kinner, Kirkbride, Larsen Lloyd, Laursen Dan, Lindholm, Loucks, 
Macguire, Miller, Newsome, Nicholas, Northrup, Obermueller, Olsen, Paxton, 
Pelkey, Piiparinen, Pownall, Roscoe, Salazar, Schwartz, Simpson, Sommers, 
Stith, Styvar, Sweeney, Tass, Walters, Washut, Western, Wilson, Winter, Yin, 
Zwonitzer
Excused:  Representative Jennings
Ayes 59    Nays 0    Excused 1    Absent 0    Conflicts 0

5/16/2020 S Adopted HB1004JC001: 25-0-2-0-3

HB1004JC001/HADOPTEDSADOPTED
Adopt the following House amendment:
HB1004H2003/A

Delete the following House amendment:
HB1004H2004/A

Delete the following Senate amendments:
SF1004S2001.01/ACC
SF1004S2004/A
SF1004S2006/AC
SF1004S2008/A
SF1004S3002/A
SF1004S3003/A
SF1004S3004/A

Further amend as follows:

Page 6-line 14 After "closures or" insert "state or local"; after 
"orders" insert "associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic".

Page 10-lines 16 through 23 Delete entirely.

Pages 11 through 17 Delete entirely.

Page 18-lines 1 through 3 Delete entirely and insert:

"Section 3. 

(a)  As used in this section:

(i) "Business required to close" means any business ordered to close 
because of the novel coronavirus or COVID-19 pursuant to an order by the governor 
or the state health officer that was promulgated between March 13, 2020 and May 
15, 2020, provided that the business that closed is a type of business specified 
in the closure order;

(ii)  "Council" means the Wyoming business council;

(iii)  "Eligible business" means a business that:



(A)  Was established on or before the date of enactment of 
any order issued by the state or any local government of Wyoming that required 
closures of businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic;

(B)  Is independently owned and operated;

(C)  Is headquartered in Wyoming or has its principal 
operations located in Wyoming; and

(D)  On March 31, 2020, had employed one hundred (100) full-
time employees or less. The employee requirement of this subparagraph shall not 
apply to stipends awarded under this section upon good cause shown by the 
eligible business to the council as provided by rule of the council.

(iv)  "Required closure" means the closure of a business that was 
ordered by the state or any local government of Wyoming in an order issued or 
in effect beginning March 15, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
"Required closure" shall also include the interruption of a business's normal 
business as a result of any closures or public health orders or as a result of 
the public health crisis with respect to COVID-19.

(b)  The coronavirus business relief stipend program is hereby created. 
The Wyoming business council shall establish and administer this temporary 
program for the purpose of providing stipends to eligible businesses adversely 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic or by required closures. Stipends shall be 
awarded under this section in accordance with the following:

(i)  Any eligible business may apply to the council for a stipend 
under this section. The application shall require the applicant to certify that 
it is an eligible business as defined by this section. The application shall 
also provide that knowingly making a false statement to the council on the 
application is prohibited and may result in the applicant being required to 
repay all funds awarded under this section;

(ii) The council may contract with financial institutions and other 
businesses to carry out the program created by this section and distribute 
stipends awarded under this section;

(iii) No stipend shall be awarded under this section without the 
applicant first submitting an expenditure plan on a simple form provided by the 
council. The council may request that the applicant provide any additional 
information necessary to determine the adequacy of the applicant's submitted 
plan;

(iv) Stipends awarded under this section shall be used by the 
eligible business for the following expenditures and expenses associated with 
the COVID-19 pandemic:

(A) Payroll costs;

(B) Business supplies;

(C) Business equipment including equipment necessary to 
resuming normal business operations and equipment necessary to modify business 
operations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic or to public health guidelines;



(D) Other business expenses, including but not limited to 
rent or mortgage payments, utilities and other operational costs;

(E) Any other expenditure or expense related to business 
interruption due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(v)  Before making a stipend under this section, the applicant shall 
demonstrate to the council's satisfaction the actual losses that the eligible 
business has incurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic or as a result of 
business interruptions due to a required closure or a public health order;

(vi)  Stipends awarded under this section shall not exceed three 
hundred thousand dollars ($300,000.00) for each eligible business;

(vii)  Stipends shall be made only with funds provided to the state 
government of Wyoming under the federal CARES Act. No other funds of any kind 
and from any source shall be expended on the stipends awarded under this section;

(viii) Subject to federal law, stipends awarded under this section 
shall be conditioned upon the eligible business agreeing to:

(A) Continue to maintain a meaningful nexus to the state of 
Wyoming for not less than three (3) years after receiving a stipend under this 
section;

(B) Provide a report to the council not later than December 
30, 2020 that describes how the funds were expended as authorized by paragraph 
(iv) of this subsection in response to the COVID-19 public health crisis;

(C) Repay all funds provided under this section plus interest 
at the rate of two percent (2%) per annum if the eligible business uses stipend 
funds for expenses not authorized by this section.

(ix) In awarding stipends under this section, the council shall 
take into consideration any funds received through the program created by 
Section 2 of this act, the federal paycheck protection program and any other 
funding available through the CARES Act and other state and federal programs in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(c) Any eligible business that is a business required to close as defined 
by paragraph (a)(i) of this section may apply to the council on a form provided 
by the council for a supplemental closure stipend under the program as provided 
by this subsection. The council shall award supplemental closure stipends to 
businesses required to close after consideration of the following factors for 
each applicant:

(i) The loss of income and revenue as a result of the ordered 
closures;

(ii) The change in the amount of expenses as a result of the ordered 
closures;

(iii) Whether the business received any state or federal funds in 
support of the business to reduce expenses or costs during the COVID-19 
pandemic;

(iv) Any other factor established by rule of the council.



(d)  The council shall promulgate any emergency and regular rules 
necessary to administer the program authorized by this section. 

(e)  The attorney general shall review in writing the legality of the 
program and any rules established for the program authorized by this section.

(f)  No expenditure of funds shall be made under this section except in 
accordance with state and federal laws, regulations and orders.

(g)  The council may conduct and contract for random audits of eligible 
businesses receiving stipends awarded under this section to ensure funds are 
expended in compliance with state and federal law.

(h)  There is appropriated to the Wyoming business council two hundred 
twenty-five million dollars ($225,000,000.00) from any funds appropriated in 
2020 House Bill 1001, Section 2(b) and as authorized and made available for 
expenditure in Section 2(c)(i), or 2020 Senate File 1001, Section 2(b) and as 
authorized and made available for expenditure in Section 2(c)(i), if enacted 
into law. If a COVID-19 relief account or other similarly named account is 
created for the deposit of COVID-19 related emergency response funds, this 
appropriation shall be made from that account. This appropriation shall be used 
only for the establishment and operation of the program authorized by this 
section. Of this federal funds appropriation, fifty million dollars 
($50,000,000.00) shall be expended only on the supplemental closure stipends as 
provided by subsection (c) of this section.  Except as provided in Section 5 of 
this act, this appropriation shall not be transferred or expended for any other 
purpose. Any unobligated, unexpended funds remaining from this appropriation on 
December 30, 2020 shall revert as provided by law.

(j) The program created by this section shall terminate on December 30, 
2020.".

Page 21-line 14 Delete "loans made" and insert "stipends".

Page 22-line 6 After "section." insert "Except as provided in Section 
5 of this act,".

Page 24-line 14 Delete "3(j)" and insert "3(h)".  
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